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Board Meeting


July 15, 2004

APPOINTMENTS TO THE ATHLETIC BOARD, URBANA

Action:
Approve Appointments to the Athletic Board, Urbana

Funding:
No Funding Required

On recommendation of the Interim Chancellor at Urbana, Ms. Megan Lynn Boyle (student), Mr. Derek Gee-Kuang Chan (student), Mr. John Collins (Alumnus), Ms. Christine Michelle Sinak (student), and Associate Professor Thomas Weissinger (Library Administration) have been nominated for appointment to the Athletic Board of the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.  The appointments will be effective August 2004, and continue for the term designated or until a successor has been appointed.  (Biographical sketches for the nominees are attached).

The Athletic Board is a committee concerned with intercollegiate athletics at the Urbana-Champaign campus.  In its oversight of the academic and educational aspects of the intercollegiate athletics program, it is a committee of the Urbana-Champaign Senate.  The board also serves as an advisory committee to the chancellor and the athletic director on the financial management, personnel, and other operational aspects of the intercollegiate athletics program.

The board consists of twenty members:  two faculty representatives to the Big Ten; seven other faculty members; four alumni of the Urbana-Champaign campus; the Chair of the Board of Trustees’ Athletics Committee; three students; and three ex-officio members without vote:  a designee of the chancellor, the University comptroller or designee, and the athletic director.  A slate of faculty nominees is provided to the chancellor by the Urbana-Champaign Senate.  The slate of student nominees is provided to the chancellor by the Urbana-Champaign Senate, the Illinois Student Government, and the Student Athlete Advisory Board to fill one student position each.  The slate of alumni is provided by the Urbana-Champaign Council of the Alumni Association.  The chancellor reviews the lists of nominees and forwards recommendations to the President of the University for action by the Board of Trustees.

The President of the University recommends approval of these appointments.

Thomas Weissinger, Afro-Americana Librarian and Associate Professor of Library Administration, for a term ending in 2008.

Professor Weissinger holds a B.A. from the State University of New York at Buffalo and M.S and M.L.S. degrees from the University of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.  An Associate Professor of Library Administration and Afro-American Studies, he is the Afro-American Studies Bibliographer and Head of the Afro-Americana Library.  Professor Weissinger has served in various advisory and consultative capacities on campus, nationally and internationally.  His first-hand experience with intercollegiate athletics began as a graduate student tutor in the Academic Services Program with the Athletic Department at the University of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.  Professor Weissinger has academic experience in the collegiate rules affecting recruitment and participation in collegiate sports by minority athletes and has served on various personnel, appeal, and promotion review committees on the Urbana campus.

John Collins, Alumnus, College of Business, for a term ending in 2008.

Mr. Collins holds a B.S. in Accountancy from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, and a J.D. from the University of Chicago Law School, Illinois.  He has substantial professional experience in sports.  He was General Counsel for the U.S. Soccer Federation from 1997-2001 before entering private law in 2001.  He has advised clients in diving, equestrian, football, hockey, sailing, soccer, speed-skating, swimming, taekwando, tennis, and track and field.  Mr. Collins has represented non-profit and for-profit organizations including the U.S. Olympic Committee, U.S. Soccer, U.S. Sailing, U.S. Equestrian, and the Anschutz Entertainment Group, which owns 17 professional sports teams.  He also has taught sports law at the University of Chicago Law School, Illinois, and sports ethics at Loyola University’s Chicago Graduate School of Business, Illinois.

Megan Lynn Boyle, Student, senior in Political Science with an emphasis in pre-law, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, for a term ending in 2005.

Ms. Boyle attended the University of Illinois at Chicago during her freshman and sophomore years, and held an athletic scholarship for softball.  She transferred to the Urbana campus at the start of her junior year and has assumed a leadership role in Phi Sigma Alpha academic fraternity.  Ms. Boyle’s father served on the University of Illinois Board of Trustees and Athletic Board from 1988-1994.  Ms. Boyle has indicated that she believes that her strong interest in athletics and athletic administration would help the Athletic Board accomplish its goals.  She is interested in a career in the administration of intercollegiate athletics.  Ms. Boyle is from Springfield, Illinois.

Derek Gee-Kuang Chan, Student, senior in General Biology, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, for a term ending in 2005.

Mr. Chan is a member of several registered student organizations and has served on various senate, vice chancellor, chancellor, and Illinois Student Government Committees on the Urbana-Champaign campus.  He participated in golf and soccer at his high school and from that experience he indicates that he “learned the value of hard work and balancing academic and athletic commitments.”  As an Asian-American, Mr. Chan has also noted that he can help bring a diverse point of view to the work of the Athletic Board.  He says that he “wants to help student athletes succeed in their goals and dreams and help maintain University of Illinois athletics as a source of pride among their students, faculty, staff, and alumni.”  Mr. Chan is from Warren, New Jersey.  

Christine Michelle Sinak, Student, senior in Dietetics, College of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences, for a term ending in 2005.

Ms. Sinak is a member of the Women’s Soccer Team and a member of the Student Athlete Advisory Board.  She has been an active member of the Delta Gamma sorority, the Student Dietetics Association, and has made the Dean’s list each semester.  As a member of the soccer team, Ms. Sinak is an Academic All Big-Ten and a class captain.  She would like to be on the board because “student members have a rare opportunity to voice their opinion and the opinions of their peers.  In addition, student members have the exciting chance to get involved in current debates and decisions ongoing at the University of Illinois.  They can listen, aid in decision-making, and relay news back to their peers.”  Ms. Sinak is from St. Louis, Missouri. 
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