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Board Meeting


July 15, 2004

REDESIGNATE DEPARTMENT OF LEISURE STUDIES AS DEPARTMENT OF RECREATION, SPORT AND TOURISM, URBANA

Action:
Approve the Redesignation of the Department of Leisure Studies as the Department of Recreation, Sport and Tourism, Urbana

Funding:
No Funding Required

The Interim Chancellor at Urbana with the advice of the Urbana-Champaign Senate recommends for approval a proposal from the College of Applied Life Studies to redesignate the Department of Leisure Studies as the Department of Recreation, Sport and Tourism.  This proposal also includes a change in the degree name from Leisure Studies to Recreation, Sport and Tourism for the B.S., M.S., and Ph.D. degrees offered by the department. 

The department has been an important part of the Urbana campus since 1957, and in 1975 adopted the name of Department of Leisure Studies to reflect the then-emerging nature of the discipline.  However, the discipline and the department have continued to evolve away from generic leisure research and into areas such as recreation, sport and tourism.  The proposed new name more accurately reflects the instructional and research mission of the department and its faculty.  It also will help in recruiting high quality faculty and students by providing a more descriptive and appealing image of the department’s mission.

The Vice President for Academic Affairs concurs in this recommendation.  The University Senates Conference has indicated that no further Senate jurisdiction is involved.

The President of the University concurs, pending further review by the Illinois Board of Higher Education.

 Approved by the Board of Trustees,


 July 15, 2004








