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ESTABLISH THE BACHELOR OF ARTS IN LIBERAL ARTS AND SCIENCES, MAJOR IN GLOBAL ASIAN STUDIES, COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS AND SCIENCES, CHICAGO
Action:
Establish the Bachelor of Arts in Liberal Arts and Sciences, Major in 

Global Asian Studies, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
Funding:
No new funding is required as existing faculty and courses are already in place to implement the program. 

The Chancellor, University of Illinois Chicago, and Vice President, University of Illinois System with the advice of the Chicago Senate and College of Liberal Arts and Sciences recommends the establishment of the Bachelor of Arts in Liberal Arts and Sciences, Major in Global Asian Studies.

The Global Asian Studies Program (GLAS) is a product of the 2016 merger of two academic units at UIC:  the Asian American Studies Program and the Asian Studies Program.  The GLAS program emphasizes the study of Asian and Asian American histories, cultures, and politics, and it already supports a successful Minor in Global Asian Studies (with 67 current students).  Drawing from the humanities, social sciences, and the arts, a GLAS major will prepare students for a critical and rigorous analysis of the economy, politics, and society, while providing an interdisciplinary perspective on how Asians and Asian Americans have contributed to the making of the modern world and global economy.  The major provides a foundation for graduate study, as well as for employment in relation to public relations, public health, social work, government, media relations, education, marketing, and other fields that value critical analysis, racial literacy, cultural competency, and a social justice framework.

The degree will require 120 credit hours for graduation, with a minimum of 33 credit hours in GLAS coursework.  This includes a 3-course core (9 credit hours), culminating in the capstone course (GLAS 300: Global Asia in Chicago), as well as eight courses (24 credit hours) chosen from three categories: Empire, Migration, and Diaspora; Culture and the Arts; and Society, Politics, and the State.  Students must take coursework from at least two categories, with no more than 12 credit hours in a single category.  The anticipated enrollment in the first year of the program is 10 to 15 students, growing to 40 students in full implementation, with the program awarding approximately 15 degrees annually.

The current faculty, facilities, and library resources are adequate to support the program.  The courses already exist, and no new courses are being developed specifically for the major at this time.  Core GLAS faculty members will rotate in the teaching of the three core courses to ensure these are regularly taught.  Currently, there are eight core faculty members in Global Asian Studies, a program director, and an assistant director of administration/business manager.  A GLAS faculty member will be appointed to serve as the Director of Undergraduate Studies (DUS) following the implementation of the major.  Additionally, the program has the active participation of 10 affiliated faculty members, who provide support by teaching a number of the selective courses for the major.

The Board action recommended in this item complies in all material respects with applicable State and federal laws, University of Illinois Statutes, The General Rules Concerning University Organization and Procedure, and Board of Trustees policies and directives.

The Interim Executive Vice President and Vice President for Academic Affairs concurs with this recommendation. The University Senates Conference has indicated that no further Senate jurisdiction is involved.


The President of the University recommends approval.  The action is subject to further review by the Illinois Board of Higher Education.
