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REPORT OF THE SECRETARY: 
SELECTION OF STUDENT MEMBERS OF THE 

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS BOARD OF TRUSTEES, 2019-2020 
 
 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
 
 The election for the Student Member of the University of Illinois Board of 

Trustees for 2019-2020 from the Urbana-Champaign campus was held March 6 and 7, 

2019, and Mr. Trayshawn Mitchell was re-elected as student representative to the 

University of Illinois Board of Trustees. 

 The total number of votes cast for student trustee was 5,571.  The tally for 

each certified candidate and the top write-in candidates are listed below: 

 Trayshawn Mitchell 2,156 
 Ali Mirza 1,794 
 Marc Sleiman 1,621 
 
   

 Mr. Trayshawn Markinus William Mitchell is from Harvey, Illinois, and is 

currently a graduate student at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.  He is 

working towards the completion of a dual master’s program which consist of the 

universities MBA and LER programs.  During his time on campus, he has been heavily 

involved in campus affairs through many roles, such as President of Men of Impact, 

Internal Affairs Chair of 100 Strong Retention Program, Advertising Sales 

Representative for Illini Media Company, Resident Advisor for Graduate Upper-
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Division, and Programming Chair for MA’AT Black Student Union.  This will be Mr. 

Mitchell’s third consecutive term as Student Trustee making him the longest to serve in 

this capacity. 

                        He believes in the importance of working hard as a student and being a 

solid leader and example of good citizenship for his fellow peers, especially young men.  

He has future hopes of working in consulting with emphasis on Human Resource and or 

Business Operations. 

 

University of Illinois at Chicago 
 
 The election for the Student Member of the University of Illinois Board of 

Trustees for 2019-2020 from the Chicago campus was held April 9 and 10, 2019.  Ms. 

Susan Ewa Panek was the declared winner. 

 The total number of votes cast for student trustee was 1,927.  The final tally 

for each candidate is listed below: 

 Susan Ewa Panek 1,128 
 David W. Shipyor  799 

 
 Ms. Susan Panek of Chicago, Illinois, is currently a senior majoring in 

Biological Sciences with a Pre-Medicine Concentration in the College of Liberal Arts and 

Sciences and is a member of the Honors College.  Her ongoing leadership experiences 

include, serving as the: President of the Women in Science and Engineering, Student Co-

Chair of the Chancellor’s Committee on the Status of Women, Senior Health Educator, 

teaching students in under-resourced high schools a health curriculum, and many more. 
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Ms. Panek was also selected and works as a Teaching Assistant (TA) in the College of 

Applied Health Sciences as well as, conducts both laboratory research on the 

phenomenon of Microsurgery and Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy and, clinical research 

on an array of topics including, but not limited to, Asthma, Health Literacy, Social 

Media/Gun Violence, Low Back Pain, and more.  It is both an honor and privilege for 

Ms. Panek to serve as the Student Member of the Board of Trustees for the Chicago 

University. 

 

University of Illinois at Springfield 
 
 The 2019-2020 Student Government Association election, which included 

the election for the student representative of the University of Illinois Board of Trustees 

for 2019-2020 from the University of Illinois at Springfield, was held on April 3 and 4, 

2019.  Ms. Rosie Dawoud was the declared winner.  

The total number of votes cast for student trustee was 407.  The tally for 

each certified candidate is listed below: 

 Rosie Dawoud 220 
 Kimberly Luna 155 
 No Vote 32 
 
 
 Ms. Rosie Dawoud is from Bolingbrook, Illinois, and is currently a junior 

majoring in Legal Studies and minoring in Political Science and Philosophy.  Her plan 

for the future is to attend law school after graduation in Spring 2020.   She has been 

active in the Campus Senate for the past two years, formerly serving as Internal Vice 
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President, and is currently serving as the President of the Student Government 

Association and as the Vice President of Operations for Tri Sigma Sorority.  She is a 

member of the Capital Scholars Honors Program and works in the Admissions Office for 

the University of Illinois at Springfield. 

 
  
 




