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	Board Meeting
	November 12, 2026


ESTABLISH THE BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN COMPUTER SCIENCE + SPEECH AND HEARING SCIENCE, COLLEGE OF APPLIED HEALTH SCIENCES, URBANA


Action:	Establish the Bachelor of Science in Computer Science + Speech and Hearing Science, College of Applied Health Sciences

Funding:	No new funding required


[bookmark: _Hlk159577751]The chancellor, University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, and vice president, University of Illinois System, with the advice of the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate, recommends approval of a proposal from the College of Applied Health Sciences to establish the Bachelor of Science in Computer Science + Speech and Hearing Science.
The Bachelor of Science in Computer Science + Speech and Hearing Science (CS+SHS) is an interdisciplinary degree that provides students with a strong foundation in both computational and communication sciences. The program is designed for students interested in leveraging computer science, artificial intelligence (AI), and data science to address challenges in communication, cognition, language, swallowing, hearing, and assistive technology.
Students will develop expertise in human communication, language, cognitive, swallowing, and hearing processes, with a focus on how disruptions in these systems affect communication and well-being. They will also acquire computational skills necessary for developing technologies related to speech recognition software, hearing aid, cochlear implants, assistive communication devices, and AI-driven diagnostic and therapeutic tools. This degree prepares students for careers in speech technology, healthcare innovation, and auditory informatics, as well as for graduate study in fields such as speech-language pathology, audiology, machine learning, and computational linguistics.
Students are required to complete a core curriculum in both computer science and speech and hearing science, along with electives tailored to their interests. Academic advising is provided to ensure students take courses in the correct sequence and meet industry and graduate school requirements.
No impact on faculty, staff, facilities, or equipment is anticipated since the program will be supported through existing academic, financial, advising, instructional, and research resources within the Department of Speech and Hearing Science (SHS), the College of Applied Health Sciences (AHS), and the Siebel School of Computing and Data Science. The program follows the established CS+X model currently implemented at the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign and therefore does not require new faculty or staff positions at program launch.
The Board action recommended in this item complies in all material respects with applicable State and federal laws, University of Illinois Statutes, The General Rules Concerning University Organization and Procedure, and Board of Trustees policies and directives.
The executive vice president and vice president for academic affairs concurs with this recommendation. The University Senates Conference has indicated that no further senate jurisdiction is involved.
The president of the University of Illinois System recommends approval. This action is subject to further review by the Illinois Board of Higher Education.


