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	Board Meeting
	November 12, 2026


ESTABLISH THE MASTER OF ARTS IN CRIPISTEMOLOGY AND THE ARTS, COLLEGE OF FINE AND APPLIED ARTS AND THE GRADUATE COLLEGE, URBANA


Action:	Establish the Master of Arts in Cripistemology and the Arts, College of Fine and Applied Arts and the Graduate College

Funding:	No new funding required


[bookmark: _Hlk159577751]The chancellor, University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, and vice president, University of Illinois System, with the advice of the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate recommends approval of a proposal from the College of Fine and Applied Arts and the Graduate College to establish the Master of Arts in Cripistemology and the Arts.
The degree of Master of Arts (MA) in Cripistemology and the Arts is designed to prepare qualified individuals for distinct achievement in practice-based explorations of crip/disabled critical and creative methodologies. The MA in Cripistemology and the Arts is transdisciplinary in nature, with a curriculum at the intersection of the arts, humanities, and accessibility technology. It combines the latest research in crip/disability studies, critical theory, and art critical discourse with a production-based approach to critical and creative methodologies informed and guided by crip/disabled knowledge(s) and crip* principles such as open access, radical alterity, networks of support, crip temporality, and access ecology. The MA in Cripistemology and the Arts, the first of its kind, foregrounds intersectional, interdependent, and transdisciplinary approaches to crip/disabled creative and critical praxes and seeks to complicate and expand our understanding of access, embodiment, and representational issues. Utilizing a dynamic access model, the cripistemology and the arts program (and the courses therein) is available for both in-person and remote students with synchronous and asynchronous modalities.
One of the central program objectives is to support students in the development and application of cripistemological approach(es) to knowledge. This facet of the program will be advantageous for students pursuing careers and further educational opportunities in arts/culture administration, education, social work, disability advocacy, and other transdisciplinary arts occupations, as it ensures that they are uniquely qualified to be leaders in transformative and dynamic access methods regardless of their discipline. As people with disabilities constitute the world’s largest minority group and the majority of people will experience disability or disabling events at some point in their lives, the cripistemological and transdisciplinary framework of this degree program increases the adaptability of students after graduation and prepares them to be access-forward leaders in their fields, occupations, and communities. To varying degrees, accessibility is a key concern across all disciplines/discourses and is often responded to via compliance or checklist strategies implemented by individuals or institutions that are imbricated in the access issues they are trying to remedy. Students in this program will be prepared to apply a cripistemological framework to the structures/strictures they encounter and develop holistic and sustainable solutions that center the knowledge of those most effected by the barriers, limitations, and concerns that they are responding to. The program offers two tracts (thesis and non-thesis) to both support the transdisciplinary and experimental work of its students and to account for the varied fields in which the program engages.
Current faculty in the College of Fine and Applied Arts have the expertise and capacity to deliver the proposed program with high quality. There currently exist non-transcriptable undergraduate and non-transcriptable graduate certificates for which students or non-degree students complete Illinois for-credit courses. These courses bring in undergraduate instructional unit revenue and non-degree graduate and undergraduate tuition revenue. Current undergraduate courses taught, including FAA 497 and 498, generate instructional units for the program area. In the future, funded graduate students in the program will serve as undergraduate course teaching assistants, which will generate instructional units, and unfunded graduate students will generate graduate tuition. All faculty teaching courses in the Bachelor of Arts in Fine and Applied Arts have office spaces in buildings on the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign campus. Existing equipment and production spaces in the College of Fine and Applied Arts and those available via the university’s Center for Innovation in Teaching and Learning will support high-quality instruction for the program. The College of Fine and Applied Arts’ current budget covers the program’s implementation, and it is planned to be self-supporting by 2031.
The Board action recommended in this item complies in all material respects with applicable State and federal laws, University of Illinois Statutes, The General Rules Concerning University Organization and Procedure, and Board of Trustees policies and directives.
The executive vice president and vice president for academic affairs concurs with this recommendation. The University Senates Conference has indicated that no further senate jurisdiction is involved.
The president of the University of Illinois System recommends approval. This action is subject to further review by the Illinois Board of Higher Education.


