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	Board Meeting
	November 12, 2026


RENAME AND REORGANIZE THE DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION, GIES COLLEGE OF BUSINESS, URBANA


Action:	Rename and Reorganize the Department of Business Administration, Gies College of Business 

Funding:	No new funding required


[bookmark: _Hlk159577751]The chancellor, University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, and vice president, University of Illinois System, with the advice of the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate, recommends approval of a proposal from the Gies College of Business to rename and reorganize the Department of Business Administration.
As part of a larger effort to reorganize the Department of Business Administration in the Gies College of Business, the college proposes renaming the existing Department of Business Administration as the Department of Management. This will support faculty governance, enhance the reputation of the management faculty and its programs, and improve the functioning of the unit and the college. The restructuring effort also establishes two new departments: Department of Information Systems, Operations, Supply Chain, and Analytics (IOSA) and Department of Marketing as detailed in separate Board of Trustees action items.
Restructuring the Department of Business Administration was the top recommendation of a 2025 Provost Review Committee report, and a subsequent task force recommended the renaming and creation of new distinct departments. The recommendations are grounded in the department’s size, complexity, and atypicality. The Department of Business Administration has grown to be quite large with about 100 faculty overseeing a wide array of undergraduate and graduate programs and courses. The department is broad. It includes faculty in marketing, management, and IOSA, which are distinct fields with their own doctoral training, journals, and societies, and which offer distinct kinds of coursework. The department is atypical. There are virtually no departments of business administration left in business schools, and nearly all other business schools (including other Big Ten business schools) have a department of management (or something similarly named). The Department of Management is comparable in size and standing to others (e.g., University of Maryland is similarly ranked and has a similar faculty size), and it is common for visiting students and faculty to assume Gies Business has a department of management. 
Restructuring will help the Department of Management better govern itself, using standards and evaluation processes entirely from its own field rather than requiring it to span across fields, providing greater clarity for mentoring and developing faculty. It will help the Department of Management to form a stronger identity and external reputation, as well as more readily engage in collaborations and partnerships with other units without disrupting those partnerships already in place. Critically, the internal reorganization will not change courses or programs on which students and other units rely. Instead, courses and faculty expertise will be easier to identify. 
The Department of Management will be governed according to bylaws established by the department’s faculty that align with the college’s bylaws and University of Illinois Statutes. The department head will be appointed to a five-year term, renewable upon appropriate review as outlined by the Board of Trustees on the recommendation of the chancellor/vice president and the president after consultation with the Gies College of Business dean and members of departmental faculty. Other than shifting their affiliation to the Department of Management, there is no impact on faculty, staff, teaching loads, or facilities, and no additional funding is required.
The Board action recommended in this item complies in all material respects with applicable State and federal laws, University of Illinois Statutes, The General Rules Concerning University Organization and Procedure, and Board of Trustees policies and directives.
The executive vice president and vice president for academic affairs concurs with this recommendation. The University Senates Conference has indicated that no further senate jurisdiction is involved.
The president of the University of Illinois System recommends approval. This action is subject to further review by the Illinois Board of Higher Education.


