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Board Meeting
November 12, 2026


RENAME THE DEPARTMENT OF ANATOMY AND CELL BIOLOGY, UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS COLLEGE OF MEDICINE, CHICAGO


Action:	Rename the Department of Anatomy and Cell Biology, University of Illinois College of Medicine

Funding:	No new funding required


The chancellor, University of Illinois Chicago, and vice president, University of Illinois System, with the advice of the University of Illinois Chicago Senate and University of Illinois College of Medicine, recommends the renaming of the Department of Anatomy and Cell Biology as the Department of Anatomy and Neurobiology. 
		The new name will more accurately reflect the department’s current academic and research focus. The current name overemphasizes cell biology. Seventy percent of the faculty are neuroscientists and 22 percent are anatomists, and the majority of the funded research programs, graduate students, and postdoctoral fellows are actively engaged in neurobiology-related investigations. 
		The department has significantly expanded its emphasis on neurobiology, integrating these areas into its teaching curriculum, research initiatives, and service activities. In practice, the department functions as the University of Illinois College of Medicine’s basic science unit for neurobiology. It delivers the first two years of gross anatomy instruction within the Doctor of Medicine (MD) degree and provides essential neuroanatomy education. It manages the college’s gross anatomy laboratory and significantly contributes to graduate neuroscience education and the concentration in Neurobiology in the Doctor of Philosophy in Biomedical Sciences. 
		The new name better represents the breadth and depth of the department’s scholarly work, aligns with contemporary scientific trends, and enhances clarity for prospective students, collaborators, and funding agencies. No changes to the department’s organizational structure or curriculum are proposed. 
The Board action recommended in this item complies in all material 
respects with applicable State and federal laws, University of Illinois Statutes, The 
General Rules Concerning University Organization and Procedure, and Board of 
Trustees policies and directives. 
The executive vice president and vice president for academic affairs
concurs with this recommendation. The University Senates Conference has indicated that no further senate jurisdiction is involved.
The president of the University of Illinois System recommends approval.
This action is subject to further review by the Illinois Board of Higher Education.



