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		Board Meeting  
		November 12, 2026
 

ROLL CALL

APPROVE PROJECT AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICES CONSULTANT CONTRACT FOR IQUIST MATERIALS RESEARCH LABORATORY RENOVATION, URBANA
 
 
Action: 	Approve Project and Professional Services Consultant Contract for IQUIST Materials Research Laboratory Renovation
 
Funding: 	State Grant Funds and Institutional Funds Operating Budget
		
 
The Illinois Quantum Information Science and Technology Center (IQUIST) seeks to renovate approximately 13,295 gross square feet of underutilized interior space within the existing Frederick Seitz Materials Research Laboratory (MRL) in The Grainger College of Engineering to support the growth and consolidation of quantum research activities at the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign. The project will reclaim basement areas for dedicated quantum dry laboratories; relocate selected non-quantum high-performance equipment and support functions to Level 2; and convert the existing Level 5 penthouse into code-compliant occupiable research support space with offices, hot desks, collaboration space, and one to two conference rooms. The work will also update and extend the elevator to Level 5, determine whether a low-interference elevator is needed, and improve the penthouse exterior and windows. It will also include upgrades to mechanical, electrical, plumbing, telecommunications, audiovisual, and building control systems; allow for safe handling of regulated materials; and address related safety and deferred maintenance work. 
Funding for this project comes from a $25.0 million Capital Development Board grant to support design and construction of facilities associated with the Chicago Quantum Exchange, a collaborative research and academic initiative supporting the development of quantum information sciences and technologies. Of the total grant, $2.0 million is earmarked for equipment outside of this project’s scope. The Grainger College of Engineering will provide an additional $1.63 million to fund owner’s costs, which are excluded for funding under the grant rules. The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign requests project approval with a preliminary estimated project budget of $24.63 million. Accordingly, the chancellor, University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, and vice president, University of Illinois System, with the concurrence of the appropriate administrative officers, recommends project approval.
	

	To proceed, the project requires approval of the professional services consultant contract. The selection of the professional services consultant for this project was in accordance with the requirements and provisions of Public Act 87-673 (Architectural, Engineering and Land Surveying Qualifications-Based Selection Act).[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  A selection committee chaired by Chrissy Fazio (Facilities and Services, Capital Projects) and including Thomas Durbin (Facilities and Services, Engineering and Construction Services), Jackson Liong (The Grainger College of Engineering), Elizabeth Goldschmidt (Materials Research Laboratory, physics), Sandra Yoo (System Capital Programs), and Tenea Harris (Office of Procurement Diversity) interviewed HDR Architecture Inc., Chicago, IL; Gensler Architecture, Design & Planning, P.C., Chicago, IL; and Clark & Enersen Inc., Lincoln, NE. Following the interviews and committee evaluation, HDR Architecture Inc., Chicago, IL was recommended as the firm best meeting the project selection criteria.] 

		Accordingly, the chancellor, University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, and vice president, University of Illinois System, with the concurrence of the appropriate 
administrative officers, recommends that HDR Architecture Inc., of Chicago, IL be employed for the professional services required for all phases of the project. The firm’s fees for this project will not exceed $1,839,911.76.
	The Board actions recommended in this item comply in all material respects with applicable State and federal laws, University of Illinois Statutes, The General Rules Concerning University Organization and Procedure, and Board of Trustees policies and directives.
	Funds for this project are available from State of Illinois grant funds and the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign institutional funds operating budget. 
The president of the University of Illinois System concurs.

	
Table 1: Diverse Vendor Participation

	Awarded Vendor
	Prime Contract $ / Diverse Subcontractor Certification
	Diverse Subcontractor Value
	Subcontractor % of Work

	HDR Architecture Inc., Chicago, Illinois
	$1,839,912
	 
	 

	 
	MBE (ASA)
	$242,848
	13%

	 
	VOSB
	$64,950
	4%

	 
	WBE
	$427,269
	23%

	 
	 
	$735,067
	40%




