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Board Meeting 
November 12, 2026


ROLL CALL

APPROVE CHANGE TO CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT FOR 
LEAH J. WIGHTMAN ROUND BARNS AND MANAGER’S HOUSE EXTERIOR RENOVATION, URBANA


Action:	Approve Change to Construction Contract for Leah J. Wightman Round Barns and Manager’s House Exterior Renovation

Funding:	Gift Funds and Institutional Funds Operating Budget


In January 2026, the Board of Trustees approved the naming of the Leah J. Wightman East Round Barn, Leah J. Wightman South Round Barn, and Leah J. Wightman West Round Barn, respectively. The Leah J. Wightman Round Barns and Manager’s House are historically significant University of Illinois facilities that require exterior restoration to preserve the structures, prevent continued deterioration, and maintain weather-tight building envelopes. The renovation project includes repairing and replacing deteriorated exterior materials, roofing and related building envelope components, masonry and wood repairs, and other improvements needed to protect and preserve these historic structures.
In late 2025, the College of Veterinary Medicine accepted bids for construction work on the Manager’s House and the Leah J. Wightman East Round Barn. The executed construction contract did not reach Board-approval levels. Since then, the college has allocated additional gift dollars from the Leah J. Wightman bequest to execute change orders and expand restoration efforts to the Leah J. Wightman South Round Barn and the Leah J. Wightman West Round Barn. These change orders are expected to increase the total executed contract value to more than $5.0 million. 
For the project to proceed, the chancellor, University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, and vice president, University of Illinois System, with the concurrence of the appropriate administrative officers, recommends approval of the following change to the construction contract. Competitive bidding procedures in accordance with the Illinois Procurement Code (30 ILCS 500) were followed, and the original construction contract was awarded to the lowest bidder on the basis of its base bid plus the acceptance of indicated alternates:[footnoteRef:1] [1: 1 Description of Alternates: Alternate 1: Shingle and casing replacement at Round Barn walls; Alternate 2: Paint cedar shingles at Round Barn walls; Alternate 3: Repoint masonry at Round Barn foundation; Alternate 4: Foundation drainage at Manager’s House; Alternate 5: Shingle and casing replacement at Manager’s House walls; Alternate 6: Repoint exterior masonry at Manager’s House; Alternate 7: Cedar shingles at Manager’s House roof
] 


Grunloh Construction Inc.	Base Bid	$1,649,000
Effingham, Illinois
	Alternate 1 (Accepted)		    $252,000 
	Alternate 2 (Accepted)		    $  34,000
	Alternate 3 (Accepted) 		    $  23,000
	Alternate 4 (Accepted)		    $  64,000 
	Alternate 5 (Not Accepted)		    $           0
	Alternate 6 (Accepted)		    $  51,000 
	Alternate 7 (Not Accepted)		    $           0
	 
	Change Orders (Executed)	$2,844,575
	Construction Contract (Executed)	$4,959,555
	
	Change Orders (In Pricing)	$600,000
	Predicted Construction Contract	$5,559,555
The Board action recommended in this item complies in all material respects with applicable State and federal laws, University of Illinois Statutes, The General Rules Concerning University Organization and Procedure, and Board of Trustees policies and directives. 
Funds for this project are available from gift funds and the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign’s institutional funds operating budget.
The president of the University of Illinois System concurs.
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	Table 1: Diverse Vendor Participation
	Awarded Vendor
	Single Prime Contract $ (Anticipated) / Diverse Subcontractor Certification
	Diverse Subcontractor Value
	Subcontractor % of Work

	Grunloh Construction Inc., Effingham, Illinois
	$4,959,555 
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	MBE (AFA)
	$251,031
	5%

	
	MBE (AHA)
	$183,155
	4%

	
	VOSB
	$1,043,031
	21%

	
	WBE
	$1,227,364
	25%

	
	
	$2,704,581
	49%


Participation values are based on the certified-vendor approved SOV allocations and executed change orders shown in Kahua as of October 1, 2026, and are calculated against the current construction contract of $4,959,555. Contract is expected to exceed $5M after Nov 12, 2026.
