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DRAFT XX


	Board Meeting
	November 12, 2026


PRESIDENT’S REPORT ON ACTIONS OF THE SENATE


Establish the Graduate Certificate in Leading Teams, Organizations, and Communities, College of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences and the Graduate College, Urbana

The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences and the Graduate College to establish the Graduate Certificate in Leading Teams, Organizations, and Communities. The graduate certificate prepares working professionals to lead with competence, clarity, and impact across the full spectrum of organizational life. Drawing on applied leadership science, team dynamics research, and organizational development theory, the certificate develops the knowledge, skills, and strategic thinking needed to supervise effectively, build high-performing teams, and drive meaningful change in professional and community settings. The graduate certificate aims to provide students with the knowledge and skills to (1) apply foundational leadership theory, interpersonal competencies, and evidence-based team management strategies to diagnose and address real-world challenges in professional, organizational, and community contexts; and (2) design and implement leadership approaches that foster high-performance cultures from the interpersonal dynamics of small teams to the structural and community-level systems 
within which organizations operate. Upon completion, graduates will be able to apply core leadership competencies, manage complex team dynamics, and lead organizational and community change initiatives with confidence.
Establish the Graduate Certificate in Agricultural and Environmental Communication, College of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences and the Graduate College, Urbana

The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences and the Graduate College to establish the Graduate Certificate in Agricultural and Environmental Communication. The graduate certificate aims to provide students with the knowledge and skills to translate complex scientific, technical, and specialized agricultural data into accessible narratives tailored for diverse stakeholder groups; design visual information materials, including data displays, infographics, and narrative graphics, that enhance understanding and support decision‑making; apply principles of visual design to present information ethically, accurately, and with attention to diverse audiences; create clear, trustworthy messages that address misinformation and support informed responses in risk or crisis scenarios; develop strategic frameworks for situations involving risk, uncertainty, or high public concern using evidence‑based approaches; produce professional outputs that demonstrate applied skill in information translation, visual design, and risk engagement across real‑world contexts; incorporate appropriate digital and analytical tools to improve message development, scenario evaluation, and strategic planning; assess audience needs, perceptions, and information barriers to improve message clarity and engagement; and evaluate the effectiveness, credibility, and accessibility of written, verbal, and digital information products. Professions with high demand for this certificate include extension personnel, technical specialists, environmental educators, conservation practitioners, government or industry communicators, and graduate students who wish to deepen their understanding of agricultural, environmental, and natural resource contexts.
Establish the Concentration in English General in the Bachelor of Arts in Liberal Arts and Sciences in English, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, Urbana

The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences to establish the concentration in English General in the Bachelor of Arts in Liberal Arts and Sciences in English. The objectives of the concentration in English General are to provide students with a broad foundation in the study of English language, literature, rhetoric, writing, and multimodal texts; to develop students’ abilities to analyze, interpret, and contextualize texts across historical, cultural, and theoretical frameworks; to strengthen written, oral, and research communication skills; and to cultivate critical thinking through the examination of diverse perspectives and forms of difference. The curriculum prepares students to engage thoughtfully with a wide range of texts and media while developing the analytical, research, and communication competencies valued across professional fields. Graduates will be prepared for careers in writing, editing, publishing, communications, journalism, media, public relations, marketing, nonprofit organizations, government, and other professions that require advanced critical thinking, research, and communication skills. The concentration also provides a strong foundation for graduate study in English, rhetoric and composition, creative writing, library and information science, communications, cultural studies, digital humanities, and related disciplines, as well as professional study in law, education, public policy, and other fields. Students will now choose from the new concentration in English General concentration or the existing concentration in English Teaching.
Revise the Bachelor of Music in Voice, College of Fine and Applied Arts, Urbana

The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Fine and Applied Arts to revise the Bachelor of Music in Voice. The School of Music faculty have voted to reduce the number of credit hours required for the bachelor’s degree from 130 to 120 credit hours. The revision maintains the stated student learning outcomes for the degree while ensuring the university minimum of 120 credit hours and the National Association of Schools of Music’s required breadth of musical training are met. Revisions include reducing the foreign language requirement from two semesters to one semester of French, German, and Italian; adding an elective of the student’s choice; and adding a new music diction course.
Eliminate the Concentration in English in the Bachelor of Arts in Liberal Arts and Sciences in English, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, Urbana

The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences to eliminate the concentration in English in the Bachelor of Arts in Liberal Arts and Sciences in English. The English concentration will be replaced by the new English general concentration, intended to provide students with broad foundation in the study of English. Students will now choose from the new English general concentration or the existing English teaching concentration.
Eliminate the Concentration in Topics in English in the Bachelor of Arts in Liberal Arts and Sciences in English, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, Urbana

The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences to eliminate the concentration in Topics in English in the Bachelor of Arts in Liberal Arts and Sciences in English. The proposed elimination of the concentrations in Topics in English recognizes the limited demand for the option within the English major. The students who selected the  concentration in Topics in English were pleased with their program of study, but there were only a few, 7 percent of graduates between Fall 2020 and Spring 2026, who opted for the concentration. Students will now choose from a new concentration in English General or the existing concentration in English Teaching.
Eliminate the Concentration in General Geography in the Bachelor of Arts in Liberal Arts and Sciences in Geography and Geographic Information Science, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, Urbana

The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences to eliminate the concentration in General Geography in the Bachelor of Arts in Liberal Arts and Sciences (BALAS) in Geography and Geographic Information Science. The BALAS in Geography and Geographic Information Science has been revised as a stand-alone major without concentrations. The concentration structure that separates the subdisciplines of geography into separate concentrations (human, general) is no longer reflective of current student needs and the interdisciplinarity of contemporary academic geography. Consolidation of the two concentrations into one flexible major without concentrations will make the degree requirements less confusing for students, less challenging to advise, and easier to maintain. This flexibility will promote student focus on strategic professional and research objectives rather than a narrow tactical focus on satisfaction of unnecessarily complex degree requirements.
Eliminate the Concentration in Human Geography in the Bachelor of Arts in Liberal Arts and Sciences in Geography and Geographic Information Science, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, Urbana

The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences to eliminate the concentration in Human Geography in the Bachelor of Arts in Liberal Arts and Sciences (BALAS) in Geography and Geographic Information Science. The BALAS in Geography and Geographic Information Science has been revised as a stand-alone major without concentrations. The concentration structure that separates the subdisciplines of geography into separate concentrations (human, general) is no longer reflective of current student needs and the interdisciplinarity of contemporary academic geography. Consolidation of the two concentrations into one flexible major without concentrations will make the degree requirements less confusing for students, less challenging to advise, and easier to maintain. This flexibility will promote student focus on strategic professional and research objectives rather than a narrow tactical focus on satisfaction of unnecessarily complex degree requirements.
Eliminate the Concentration in Physical Geography in the Bachelor of Science in Liberal Arts and Sciences in Geography and Geographic Information Science, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, Urbana

The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences to eliminate the concentration in Physical Geography in the Bachelor of Science in Liberal Arts and Sciences (BSLAS) in Geography and Geographic Information Science. The BSLAS in Geography and Geographic Information Science has been revised as a stand-alone major without concentrations. The concentration structure that separates the subdisciplines of geography into separate concentrations (physical, Geographic Information Science) is no longer reflective of current student needs and the interdisciplinarity of contemporary academic geography. Consolidation of the two concentrations into one flexible major without concentrations will make the degree requirements less confusing for students, less challenging to advise, and easier to maintain. This flexibility will promote student focus on strategic professional and research objectives rather than a narrow tactical focus on satisfaction of unnecessarily complex degree requirements.
Eliminate the Concentration in Geographic Information Science in the Bachelor of Science in Liberal Arts and Sciences in Geography and Geographic Information Science, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, Urbana

The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences to eliminate the concentration in Geographic Information Science in the Bachelor of Science in Liberal Arts and Sciences (BSLAS) in Geography and Geographic Information Science. The BSLAS in Geography and Geographic Information Science has been revised as a stand-alone major without concentrations. The concentration structure that separates the subdisciplines of geography into separate concentrations (physical, Geographic Information Science) is no longer reflective of current student needs and the interdisciplinarity of contemporary academic geography. Consolidation of the two concentrations into one flexible major without concentrations will make the degree requirements less confusing for students, less challenging to advise, and easier to maintain. This flexibility will promote student focus on strategic professional and research objectives rather than a narrow tactical focus on satisfaction of unnecessarily complex degree requirements.
Establish the Concentration in Justice Administration and Social Policy in the Master of Arts in Criminology, Law, and Justice, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences and the Graduate College, Chicago 

The University of Illinois Chicago Senate, with the recommendation of the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences and the Graduate College, has approved the establishment of the concentration in Justice Administration and Social Policy in the Master of Arts in Criminology, Law, and Justice.
The concentration is grounded in a theoretical understanding of the discipline, while emphasizing preparation for careers within the criminal-legal system. The establishment of the concentration is part of a larger revision to the degree requirements of the Master of Arts in Criminology, Law, and Justice. The concentration itself comes in response to interest from prospective graduate students and current undergraduates in an applied master’s option tailored toward career paths outside academia. As such, the concentration will allow the degree to function for these students as a standalone program, versus only being a stepping stone to the Doctor of Philosophy.
To earn the degree, students will complete a core course, three courses within the concentration, and at least 16 credit hours in departmental electives. The revised degree will be coursework-only.
Establish the Concentration in the Study of Criminology, Law, and Justice in the Master of Arts in Criminology, Law, and Justice, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences and the Graduate College, Chicago

The University of Illinois Chicago Senate, with the recommendation of the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences and the Graduate College, has approved the establishment of the concentration in the Study of Criminology, Law, and Justice in the Master of Arts in Criminology, Law, and Justice.
The establishment of the concentration is part of a larger revision to the degree requirements of the Master of Arts in Criminology, Law, and Justice. Students under the new requirements will complete a core course, three courses within their chosen concentration, and at least 16 credit hours in departmental electives. The revised degree will be coursework-only.
The concentration in the Study of Criminology, Law, and Justice is focused on theory and research, maintaining many of the current degree’s goals and learning objectives. Accordingly, the concentration requirements retain two currently required courses, with students also selecting one of two methods courses.


Establish the Joint Bachelor of Arts in Liberal Arts and Sciences, Major in Criminology, Law, and Justice/Master of Arts in Criminology, Law, and Justice, Concentration in Justice Administration and Social Policy, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences and the Graduate College, Chicago

The University of Illinois Chicago Senate, with the recommendation of the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences and the Graduate College, has approved the establishment of the Joint Bachelor of Arts in Liberal Arts and Sciences, Major in Criminology, Law, and Justice/Master of Arts in Criminology, Law, and Justice, concentration in Justice Administration and Social Policy.
In a separate proposal, the master’s program is being revised to establish two concentrations. The concentration in Justice Administration and Social Policy will be grounded in a theoretical understanding of the discipline, while emphasizing practical applications and preparation for career opportunities in the criminal-legal system.
The joint BA/MA program will allow 9 shared credit hours. Completion of the degree will therefore require 111 credit hours applied only at the undergraduate level, 9 shared credit hours counting toward both the BA and MA degrees, and  23 credit hours of coursework at the graduate level (143 credit hours in total). The nine shared credit hours will be achieved through completing three 400-level CLJ courses at the undergraduate level, taken beyond the requirements for the student’s major. These courses will be applied toward the elective requirements for the BA and toward either required coursework or elective coursework in the MA (depending on the courses taken). Students will earn the BA upon completion of the undergraduate degree requirements and the MA at the conclusion of the master’s requirements. 
Establish the Concentration in Artificial Intelligence in the Bachelor of Science in Computer Science, College of Engineering, Chicago

The University of Illinois Chicago Senate, with the recommendation of the College of Engineering, has approved the establishment of the concentration in Artificial Intelligence in the Bachelor of Science in Computer Science.
The new concentration will join the existing set of concentrations in the degree, including concentrations in Computer Systems, Human-Centered Computing, Software Engineering, and the concurrently proposed Gaming and Real-Time Computing. The proposed concentration will primarily differ from the degree completed without a concentration through its required courses and a revised set of technical electives. Specifically, the concentration will require one of two linear algebra courses and courses in artificial intelligence and machine learning to ensure students gain strong theoretical and practical foundations.
The narrowed technical elective list for students in the concentration will feature courses in the Department of Computer Science emphasizing AI applications and other courses identified as covering AI-relevant topics from other departments. The degree and concentration also address ethics in relation to computing and AI, reflecting ongoing efforts by the department’s Embedding Ethics Committee to embed ethics content across the curriculum.
Establish the Concentration in Gaming and Real-Time Computing in the Bachelor of Science in Computer Science, College of Engineering, Chicago

The University of Illinois Chicago Senate, with the recommendation of the College of Engineering, has approved the establishment of the concentration in Gaming and Real-Time Computing in the Bachelor of Science in Computer Science.
The new concentration will join the existing set of concentrations in the degree, including concentrations in Computer Systems, Human-Centered Computing, Software Engineering, and the concurrently proposed Artificial Intelligence.
As with the other concentrations, the primary difference between the degree completed without a concentration and the degree with the concentration in Gaming and Real-Time Computing is in the list of technical electives, which is narrowed to streamline the curricular focus on gaming and real-time computing. The concentration additionally adds three required courses, makes linear algebra a requirement, and publishes a set of recommended course selections for several general education and elective requirements, as well as in relation to requirements in science and mathematics. Within the existing 9 credit hours of free electives, students are also encouraged to complete a game-focused project through an undergraduate design and research course.
Establish the Concentration in Economics in the Bachelor of Science in Liberal Arts and Sciences, Major in Integrated Data Analytics, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, Chicago

The University of Illinois Chicago Senate, with the recommendation of the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, has approved the establishment of the concentration in Economics in the Bachelor of Science in Liberal Arts and Sciences, Major in Integrated Data Analytics. 
The degree, approved by the Board on May 21, 2026, will provide students with a comprehensive understanding of data and data analysis within broader social contexts. Students will develop competency in relevant data analytics tools and programming languages and apply programming skills to analyze real-world problems. The core of the major will also emphasize the ability to articulate complete data analysis results to both technical and non-technical audiences in various formats and to recognize and address potential ethical issues related to data privacy, bias, and responsible data collection. 
The degree requires 120 credit hours in total, including a common core of courses (20 credit hours) in mathematics, statistics, and ethics, as well as a concentration in a social scientific area of inquiry (18-20 credit hours). Two concentrations will initially be offered, with one of the two being the concentration in Economics. The integration of economics coursework with the core skills courses in the major will train students in techniques for analyzing data on employment trends, wage disparities, and the effects of policy changes on various demographics. 
Establish the Concentration in Social Impact in the Bachelor of Science in Liberal Arts and Sciences, Major in Integrated Data Analytics, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, Chicago

The University of Illinois Chicago Senate, with the recommendation of the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, has approved the establishment of the concentration in Social Impact in the Bachelor of Science in Liberal Arts and Sciences, Major in Integrated Data Analytics. 
The degree, approved by the Board on May 21, 2026, will provide students with a comprehensive understanding of data and data analysis within broader social contexts. Students will develop competency in relevant data analytics tools and programming languages and apply programming skills to analyze real-world problems. The core of the major will also emphasize the ability to articulate complete data analysis results to both technical and non-technical audiences in various formats and to recognize and address potential ethical issues related to data privacy, bias, and responsible data collection. 
The degree requires 120 credit hours in total, including a common core of courses (20 credit hours) in mathematics, statistics, and ethics, as well as a concentration in a social scientific area of inquiry (18-20 credit hours). Two concentrations will initially be offered, with one of the two being the concentration in Social Impact. The concentration, comprised of coursework from sociology, criminology, law, and justice, will train students to use data analytics to better understand causality, policy implications, and potential solutions to social problems related to inequality, crime, victimization, discrimination, basic needs insecurity, and disenfranchisement, with the goal of improving society and promoting justice.
Revise the Master of Arts in Criminology, Law, and Justice, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences and the Graduate College, Chicago

The University of Illinois Chicago Senate, with the recommendation of the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences and the Graduate College, has approved the revision of the Master of Arts in Criminology, Law, and Justice.
The total credit hours required are being reduced from 40 to 32, while other requirements are being restructured to facilitate the establishment of two concentrations: the concentration in the Study of Criminology, Law, and Justice, and the concentration in Justice Administration and Social Policy. Under the revised degree requirements, all students will complete a core course, three courses within their concentration, and at least 16 credit hours in electives offered by the Department of Criminology, Law, and Justice. The revised degree will be coursework-only, with no examination or thesis required.
The revisions respond to interest from prospective graduate students and current undergraduates in an applied master’s option tailored toward career paths outside academia. Accordingly, the new concentration in Justice Administration and Social Policy will address this need, while allowing the degree to function for these students as a standalone program, versus only being a stepping stone to the Doctor of Philosophy. 
Eliminate the Elementary Education Concentration in the Master of Education in Instructional Leadership, College of Education and the Graduate College, Chicago

The University of Illinois Chicago Senate, with the recommendation of the College of Education and the Graduate College, has approved the elimination of the concentration in Elementary Education in the Master of Education in Instructional Leadership. 
The Master of Education in Instructional Leadership has four concentrations, one of which, the concentration in Elementary Education, has been suspended for more than a decade. In 2014, the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) issued new requirements for Illinois teacher education preparation programs. At the time, the College of Education decided not to renew licensure at the graduate level for the Elementary Education program and instead focus on preparing elementary educators via the Bachelor of Arts in Urban Education. The College of Education continues to offer licensure for elementary grades (one through six) at the undergraduate level. 
Eliminate the Secondary Education Concentration in the Master of Education in Instructional Leadership, College of Education and the Graduate College, Chicago

The University of Illinois Chicago Senate, with the recommendation of the College of Education and Graduate College, has approved the elimination of the concentration in Secondary Education in the Master of Education in Instructional Leadership. 
The Master of Education in Instructional Leadership has four concentrations, one of which, the concentration in Secondary Education, has been suspended for more than a decade. In 2011, the secondary education program decided to focus on science education and stopped accepting students in subject areas that had competing programs in the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences (e.g., the Bachelor of Science and Master of Science in the Teaching of Mathematics). The following year, the Master of Education in Instructional Leadership created the concentration in Science Education, which in 2016 was revised and redesignated as the Master of Education in Science Education.
Eliminate the Minor in International Studies, College of Engineering, Chicago

The Chicago Senate, with the recommendation of the College of Engineering, has approved the elimination of the minor in International Studies. 
The minor’s requirements included 18–21 credit hours in foreign language and cultural studies courses related to a foreign country/geographical area outside of the U.S., a minimum grade point average of 2.00/4.00, and an academic or technical/industrial experience outside the U.S. The courses in this minor have not been offered for several years, causing confusion for students who see it in the catalog. Engineering students who are interested in international studies coursework can take language or cultural courses in other departments. For example, the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences (LAS) offers coursework in Arabic, Germanic Studies, Spanish, and global Asian Studies for students who may be interested in international studies. Students may also be interested in minors offered by LAS in these areas, including a minor in International Studies that is open to all University of Illinois Chicago undergraduates.
Eliminate the Minor in Information Technology, College of Engineering, Chicago

The University of Illinois Chicago Senate, with the recommendation of the College of Engineering, has approved the elimination of the minor in Information Technology. 
The minor, established in 2005, was designed to attract students from non-technical disciplines who sought practical information technology (IT) competencies to complement their primary field of study. The 12-credit-hour undergraduate minor has become inactive due to the prolonged unavailability of its required coursework.  The five prerequisite and required IT courses have not been offered in the last three to six years. Students will continue to have access to programming courses offered in the Department of Computer Science, including courses that use biology or law/public policy as the context for programming, as well as alternative courses and programs that align with their interests and academic goals in engineering and other colleges.
Eliminate the Concentration in Forensics in the Doctor of Philosophy in Pharmaceutical Sciences, Herbert M. and Carol H. Retzky College of Pharmacy and the Graduate College, Chicago

The University of Illinois Chicago Senate, with the recommendation of the Herbert M. and Carol H. Retzky College of Pharmacy and the Graduate College, has approved the elimination of the concentration in Forensics in the Doctor of Philosophy in Pharmaceutical Sciences. 
Over the course of the program, there was only one enrolled student associated with the Forensics concentration, who ultimately changed their concentration to another. Subsequently, the combined low enrollment interest and the loss of the two core faculty members with the forensic expertise needed to mentor students led to the suspension of the concentration in 2022. There are currently no students enrolled, and the college has determined eliminating the concentration is the appropriate course of action.  
Establish the Concentration in Pre-Professional Studies,
College of Health, Science, and Technology, Springfield

The University of Illinois Springfield Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Health, Science and Technology to establish the concentration in Pre-Professional Studies within the Bachelor of Science in Exercise Science in the School of Health Sciences. 
The concentration is designed for students preparing for graduate education in athletic training, occupational therapy, physical therapy, and related fields. The concentration formalizes a pathway that incorporates common graduate-program prerequisites while providing students and advisors with clearer guidance for degree planning. In addition to the exercise science major core, students will complete concentration coursework in biology, chemistry, physics, statistics, psychology, and evidence-based research, along with a science elective and two exercise science electives. 
The pre-professional concentration will not require new courses. Existing faculty will teach the proposed concentration, and the proposal does not anticipate a need for additional full-time or part-time faculty, facilities, or financial resources.
Establish the Concentration in Strength and Conditioning,
College of Health, Science, and Technology, Springfield

The University of Illinois Springfield Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Health, Science, and Technology to establish the concentration in Strength and Conditioning within the Bachelor of Science in Exercise Science in the School of Health Sciences. 
The concentration is designed to prepare students for professional practice in strength and conditioning and for the Certified Strength and Conditioning Specialist (CSCS) examination. CSCS professionals apply scientific knowledge to training athletes for the primary purpose of improving athletic performance. In addition, these professionals conduct sport-specific fitness assessments, design and implement safe and effective exercise programs, and provide guidance regarding nutrition and injury prevention. The concentration supports the program’s planned pursuit of accreditation through the Council on Accreditation of Strength and Conditioning Education (CASCE). 
In addition to the exercise science major core, students will complete four additional required courses, as well as two exercise science electives. The proposed concentration requires the development of three new courses. Existing faculty will teach the revised curriculum, and the proposal does not anticipate a need for additional full-time or part-time faculty, facilities, or financial resources.
Establish the Concentration in Health Promotion and Education,
College of Health, Science, and Technology, Springfield

The University of Illinois Springfield Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Health, Science, and Technology to establish the concentration in Health Promotion and Education within the Bachelor of Science in Exercise Science in the School of Health Sciences. 
The concentration, which is rooted in exercise science, behavioral health, and health promotion, prepares students to design, implement, and evaluate evidence-based health promotion strategies in community, clinical, and workplace settings. Students will be equipped to advocate for preventive care, address health disparities, and foster wellness in diverse communities. The concentration supports preparation for professional certifications in health education, health coaching, and clinical exercise physiology.
In addition to the exercise science major core, students will complete four required courses, as well as two exercise science electives. The proposed concentration requires the development of three new courses. Existing faculty will teach the revised curriculum, and the proposal does not anticipate a need for additional full-time or part-time faculty, facilities, or financial resources.


Establish the Accelerated Joint Bachelor of Arts in Legal Studies / Master of Arts in Legal Studies, College of Public Affairs and Education, Springfield

The University of Illinois Springfield Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Public Affairs and Education to establish the Accelerated Joint Bachelor of Arts in Legal Studies/Master of Arts in Legal Studies. The accelerated joint degree is intended to create a more direct and efficient pathway for qualified undergraduate Legal Studies students to continue into the graduate legal studies program by waiving up to 12 hours of graduate coursework. The core requirements for the undergraduate and graduate degree programs will not change, and students must satisfy all requirements for both degrees. Students will be eligible for the accelerated pathway after completing at least 75 undergraduate hours. Applicants must be Bachelor of Arts in Legal Studies majors, have a minimum 3.0 GPA in the major, obtain a faculty recommendation, and submit a statement of purpose. After matriculating into the master of arts program, students will complete the remaining 24 hours, including all required core courses and the capstone.
The proposed program responds to student demand for streamlined, professionally oriented graduate study and will allow strong students to complete advanced legal and policy training more efficiently. The training supports careers in compliance, public service, advocacy, nonprofit administration, and legal research. Students who wish to do so may complete the graduate program in one year.
Revise the Bachelor of Science in Exercise Science, 
College of Health, Science, and Technology, Springfield

The University of Illinois Springfield Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Health, Science, and Technology to revise the Bachelor of Science in Exercise Science in the School of Health Sciences.  Established in 2016, the program prepares students for careers in sport, industry, health, and education and for graduate study in fields such as athletic training, kinesiology, occupational therapy, and physical therapy. The revisions streamline the curriculum, reduce barriers to timely degree completion, clarify advising pathways, and position the program to pursue professional accreditation.
The revised curriculum establishes a common major core, concentration core, and concentration electives. All students will also complete an internship. Students who do not have a designated concentration will complete the major core, four upper-level exercise science courses aligned with their career goals, and two electives. Under the proposed structure, students can complete the degree within the campus requirement of 120 credit hours.
The proposed curriculum requires the development of six courses across the strength and conditioning and health promotion and education concentrations (three each). The pre-professional concentration will not require new courses. Existing faculty will teach the revised curriculum, and the proposal does not anticipate a need for additional full-time or part-time faculty, facilities, or financial resources. The program’s mission and learning objectives will remain unchanged, and the program will continue to be offered by the School of Health Sciences in the College of Health, Science, and Technology.


Eliminate the Minor in Child Advocacy Studies, 
[bookmark: _Hlk241242394]College of Public Affairs and Education, Springfield

The University of Illinois Springfield Senate has approved a proposal from the School of Public Management and Policy in the College of Public Affairs and Education to eliminate the minor in Child Advocacy Studies. The elimination of the minor is due to a lack of faculty with the required practitioner background needed to meet accreditation expectations, along with related curricular and resource challenges. Admissions to the minor have been suspended and students currently enrolled will be allowed to complete the minor within allowable time limits.




