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	Board Meeting
	November 13, 2025


APPOINT CHIEF OF STAFF AND VICE CHANCELLOR FOR ADMINISTRATIVE STRATEGY, URBANA


Action:	Appoint Chief of Staff and Vice Chancellor for Administrative Strategy

Funding:	State Appropriated Funds


The chancellor, University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, and vice president, University of Illinois System, recommends the appointment of Ms. Robin Neal Kaler, currently associate chancellor for strategic communications and marketing, Urbana, as chief of staff and vice chancellor for administrative strategy, non-tenured, on a twelve-month service basis, on 100 percent time, with an annual salary of $420,000.00, beginning November 14, 2025. The position reports to the chancellor, University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, and vice president, University of Illinois System.
Ms. Kaler served as chief of staff and vice chancellor for administrative strategy designate, Urbana, August 29 through November 13, 2025, under the same conditions and salary arrangement.
Ms. Kaler’s position absorbs duties that were previously assigned to former chief of staff Dr. Christopher Span, who resigned from the University of Illinois System in June 2024, and expands her strategic administrative planning responsibilities.
The Board action recommended in this item complies in all material respects with applicable State and federal laws, University of Illinois Statutes, The General Rules Concerning University Organization and Procedure, and Board of Trustees policies and directives.
The president of the University of Illinois System concurs.
(A biographical sketch follows.)

ROBIN NEAL KALER
Education
University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, BS, 1983; MS, 1992; MBA, 2004

Professional and Other Experience
University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, 1989-2004, adjunct lecturer; 1994-98, 
	speechwriter; 1998-2000, director 	of communications; 2000-03, assistant 
	chancellor for public affairs; 2003-05, interim associate chancellor for public 
	affairs; 2005-21, associate chancellor for 	public affairs; 2021-date, associate 
	chancellor for strategic communications and marketing


