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Board Meeting
November 13, 2025


APPOINT VICE CHANCELLOR FOR ENGAGEMENT, CHICAGO


Action:	Appoint Vice Chancellor for Engagement

Funding:	State Appropriated Funds


The chancellor, University of Illinois Chicago, and vice president, University of Illinois System, recommends the appointment of Dr. Lionel E. Allen Jr., currently interim vice chancellor for equity and diversity designate, as the vice chancellor for engagement, non-tenured, on a twelve-month service basis, on 100 percent time, at an annual salary of $225,000, effective November 16, 2025. 
Dr. Allen will continue to hold the rank of clinical associate professor, Department of Educational Policy Studies, non-tenured, on an academic year service basis, on zero percent time, non-salaried, effective November 16, 2025.
Dr. Allen has served as interim vice chancellor for equity and diversity designate, beginning July 1, 2025, through November 15, 2025. He succeeds Dr. Charu Thakral, who served as interim vice chancellor for equity and diversity since January 9, 2024, and Dr. Amalia Pallares, who last served in the role on a permanent basis and left the University of Illinois Chicago (UIC), effective December 31, 2023.
This recommendation was forwarded from the chancellor in consultation with the Council of Deans, vice chancellors, and the University of Illinois Chicago Senate Executive Committee.
The Board action recommended in this item complies in all material respects with applicable State and federal laws, University of Illinois Statutes, The General Rules Concerning University Organization and Procedures, and Board of Trustees policies and directives.
The executive vice president and vice president for academic affairs concurs.
The president of the University of Illinois System recommends approval.
(A biographical sketch follows.)

LIONEL E. ALLEN JR.
Education
Northwestern University, BA, 2000
University of Illinois Chicago, MEd, 2003; EdD, 2016

Professional or Other Experience
William T. Sherman School of Excellence, 2006-10, principal
Urban Prep Academies, 2010-18, chief academic officer
Cristo Rey Network, 2017-18, principal coach
University of Illinois Chicago, 2017, co-instructor, Department of Educational Policy Studies; 2018-25, clinical assistant professor, Department of Educational Policy Studies; 2018-date, leadership coach and advisor, EdD Urban Education Leadership Program; 2023-date, program co-coordinator and leadership coach, EdD Urban Education Leadership Program, Department of Educational Policy Studies; 2025-date, clinical associate professor, Department of Educational Policy Studies; 2025-date, interim vice chancellor for equity and diversity designate
Aspire Fellowship - Teach For America-Greater Chicago, 2021-date, co-founder and leadership seminar facilitator
