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	Board Meeting
	November 13, 2025


ESTABLISH THE SOCIAL AND BEHAVIORAL SCIENCE INSTITUTE AS A PERMANENT INSTITUTE, OFFICE OF THE VICE CHANCELLOR FOR RESEARCH AND INNOVATION, URBANA


Action:	Establish the Social and Behavioral Science Institute as a Permanent Institute, Office of the Vice Chancellor for Research and Innovation

Funding:	No new funding required


[bookmark: _Hlk159577751]The chancellor, University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, and vice president, University of Illinois System, with the advice of the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate, recommends approval of a proposal from the Office of the Vice Chancellor for Research and Innovation to establish the Social and Behavioral Science Institute as a permanent institute.
Establishment of the Social and Behavioral Science Institute (SBSI) as a permanent institute within the Office of the Vice Chancellor for Research and Innovation (OVCRI) makes sense at this time for several reasons. The mission of SBSI will be to drive transformative social and behavioral science at the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign that transcends disciplinary boundaries to improve the lives of citizens in Illinois, across the nation, and around the world. SBSI will be unique among the campus’ interdisciplinary research units in its capacity to develop connections not only within social and behavioral science but with other sciences and the public.
Since its inception as an initiative in 2017, stemming from a recommendation from a task force charged by the chancellor and provost, the unit has grown in impact and scale. In 2019, it received non-recurring funding from the chancellor and provost. Recently, the initiative underwent an inaugural review as charged by the OVCRI and was recommended for permanent institute status. SBSI will have well-established programming and services, including a small grant program, research development services, and advanced methodology workshops, which are recognized and valued across campus. SBSI will have over 200 faculty affiliates from all 14 of the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign colleges and schools.
Upon establishment as a permanent institute, SBSI will continue to be housed in previously underutilized space in the National Center for Supercomputing Applications (NCSA) building, which has dedicated offices for staff members, as well as a dedicated meeting space. In addition, SBSI will have access to several large conference rooms that feature state-of-the-art communication and networking capabilities. No new or additional facilities, significant improvements to existing facilities, or additional resources from the University Library are needed. 
The budget for SBSI includes funding for the director, associate director, assistant director of public policy and research, senior research development manager, research development specialist, communication coordinator, community engagement specialist, business and finance specialist, office support specialist, senior research associate, and a communication intern. SBSI will continue to fund programming to support social and behavioral science research to address societal challenges, support public engagement, and foster collaboration across disciplines. The budget also includes funding to support facilities fees, staff professional development, communication, equipment, and supplies. 
Funding is provided from a variety of sources, which include permanent budget funds and non-recurring budget funds from the Office of the Provost, funds from other units to support collaborative projects, and gift funds. This is augmented by fee-for-service through the unit’s Data and Methods Core and Science & Society Initiative and a few small external grants. Future plans as an institute include expanding this work and submitting larger external grant proposals. With some significant donations already secured, becoming a permanent institute will allow SBSI to work more closely and efficiently with the university’s Office of the Vice Chancellor for Institutional Advancement to pursue additional donor funding and secure additional philanthropic support.
The Board action recommended in this item complies in all material respects with applicable State and federal laws, University of Illinois Statutes, The General Rules Concerning University Organization and Procedure, and Board of Trustees policies and directives.
The executive vice president and vice president for academic affairs concurs with this recommendation. The University Senates Conference has indicated that no further senate jurisdiction is involved.
The president of the University of Illinois System recommends approval. This action is subject to further review by the Illinois Board of Higher Education.


