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	Board Meeting
	November 13, 2025


ESTABLISH THE BACHELOR OF ARTS IN SPORTS MEDIA, 
COLLEGE OF MEDIA, URBANA


Action:	Establish the Bachelor of Arts in Sports Media, College of Media

Funding:	No new funding required


[bookmark: _Hlk159577751]The chancellor, University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, and vice president, University of Illinois System, with the advice of the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate, recommends approval of a proposal from the College of Media to establish the Bachelor of Arts in Sports Media (BA in Sports Media).
The proposed BA in Sports Media responds to the dramatic increase in the number of students interested in careers in this field. This interest in sports media is evidenced by the content of application essays, conversations with academic and career advisors, and enrollments in sports media courses. Students are expressing interest in sports broadcasting, sports public relations, sports branding, sports documentary, sports content creation, and other media-based careers. 
The BA in Sports Media will provide students with a rigorous and in-depth education in sports media that will allow them to pursue the industry from an interdisciplinary perspective and prepare them for careers in sports media. Students will take core courses in advertising, journalism, and media and cinema studies that introduce them to various components of media with a focus on the sports industry. Students will also have the opportunity to take elective courses within the Department of Recreation, Sport and Tourism in the College of Applied Health Sciences. Combined with elective coursework in the College of Media on media history, ethics, and skills, graduates will be well-situated for success in first destination placement and for leadership in the industry. The program will prepare students for a variety of careers in sports media, including as broadcasters, public relations and strategic communications professionals, content creators, and digital storytellers. 
Courses in the program are either already offered or are currently being developed by existing faculty. No new faculty hires are needed, as the college has the capacity to accommodate the expected increases in enrollment from this program. Students will utilize existing career and advising services. The program will be supported through the college’s budgetary allocation process, which covers faculty and staff salaries centrally and flows to departments’ additional resources for instructional support. No new or additional facilities, significant improvements to existing facilities, or additional resources from the University Library are needed. 
The Board action recommended in this item complies in all material respects with applicable State and federal laws, University of Illinois Statutes, The General Rules Concerning University Organization and Procedure, and Board of Trustees policies and directives.
The executive vice president and vice president for academic affairs concurs with this recommendation. The University Senates Conference has indicated that no further senate jurisdiction is involved.
The president of the University of Illinois System recommends approval. This action is subject to further review by the Illinois Board of Higher Education.


