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Board Meeting
November 13, 2025


NAME STATE FARM CENTER EAST CIRCLE DRIVE, URBANA


[bookmark: _Hlk194655845]Action: 	Name State Farm Center East Circle Drive 
 
Funding: 	No new funding required


[bookmark: _Hlk158385829]	The chancellor, University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, and vice president, University of Illinois System, with concurrence of the appropriate administrative officers, recommends approval of the naming of State Farm Center East Circle Drive to George Shapland Family Drive, Champaign. 
	The State Farm Center, formerly known as the Assembly Hall, was erected in 1963 by Chicagoan and Illinois alum Max Abramovitz. With its domed structure, the State Farm Center serves as home of the Fighting Illini men’s and women’s basketball programs and has stood as a marvel across college athletics. This iconic structure went through its first renovation in 2014 after being renamed a year earlier. This building has seen some of the greatest sports moments in the state’s history. 
	George Shapland and the Shapland family were and are proud members of the Illini Family. George Shapland was a basketball player and a pillar of the Champaign-Urbana community before his passing in 2023. His son, J. Mark Shapland, was also a basketball player with the famed Flying Illini in 1989. The Shapland family has a legacy of generosity to the University of Illinois and the Division of Intercollegiate Athletics. J. Mark Shapland and his siblings have agreed to make a $1.0 million gift to support the State Farm Center. This naming is consistent with that of John Penicook Drive, located on the west side of State Farm Center, which recognizes a memorial gift from the family of Mr. John Penicook. These gifts have a positive impact on the programs that utilize this building and the naming reflects the appreciation for both gifts.  
	The Board action recommended in this item complies in all material respects with applicable State and federal laws, University of Illinois Statutes, The General Rules Concerning University Organization and Procedure, and Board of Trustees policies and directives.
	No new funding is required for this action. 
	The president of the University of Illinois System concurs.
