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PRESIDENT’S REPORT ON ACTIONS OF THE SENATE

Establish the Concentration in Human Resources Data Analytics in the Master of Human Resources and Industrial Relations in Human Resources and Industrial Relations, School of Labor and Employment Relations and the Graduate College, Urbana

The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate has approved a proposal from the School of Labor and Employment Relations and the Graduate College to establish the concentration in Human Resources Data Analytics in the Master of Human Resources and Industrial Relations in Human Resources and Industrial Relations (MHRIR). This concentration will prepare MHRIR graduates for the new landscape in human resources practice that focuses on what is alternatively called “people analytics,” “HR analytics,” and “workforce analytics,” as well as equipping them with knowledge and tools for big data, AI, and machine learning. These advanced HR data skills and knowledge are a sought-after skillset for entry-level MHRIR graduates, who can leverage HR data analytics to make and communicate better HR decisions for hiring, training, compensation, and labor relations. The same skillset will be indispensable later in their careers as HR managers and HR executives, who need to process and understand high-volume streams of information related to talent management and HR strategy. The School of Labor and Employment Relations at the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign is especially well-equipped to offer this concentration given the depth of the faculty research and teaching expertise in HR applications of research methods and machine learning.


Establish the Graduate Certificate in Health Finance, College of Applied Health Sciences and the Graduate College, Urbana

The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Applied Health Sciences and the Graduate College to establish the Graduate Certificate in Health Finance. According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, the field of medical and health services managers is expected to grow as much as 29 percent by 2033, with median pay for this field listed at $110,680 per year. Providing new and accessible degree options will help meet this rising demand in desirable careers. Within the health finance graduate certificate, students will have the opportunity to take courses in health finance, advanced health finance, and revenue cycle and integrity. Upon completion of the graduate certificate, students will be prepared to use their knowledge of finance in healthcare to support their professional growth and impact the profession of healthcare administration. This certificate will enable graduates to contribute toward financial stability of any healthcare organization in which they work.
Establish the Graduate Certificate in Healthcare Analytics, College of Applied Health Sciences and the Graduate College, Urbana

The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Applied Health Sciences and the Graduate College to establish the Graduate Certificate in Healthcare Analytics. The Graduate Certificate in Healthcare Analytics will make education both affordable and manageable for those currently working in the field of healthcare administration. Upon completion of this graduate certificate, students will be able to present and communicate the results of data analysis in a way that is factual, credible, and understandable to decision makers. They will also be able to identify and interpret quantitative analytical methods: economic and financial evaluation, survey research, linear regression analysis, forecasting methods, linear programming, project management, and bivariate comparison methods. Finally, students will be able to examine data both qualitatively and quantitatively to determine patterns and trends to bolster their decision-making for their respective healthcare organizations. 
Establish the Graduate Certificate in Healthcare Quality and Strategy, College of Applied Health Sciences and the Graduate College, Urbana

The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Applied Health Sciences and the Graduate College to establish the Graduate Certificate in Healthcare Quality and Strategy. According to the World Health Organization, “improving the quality of health services requires strong national direction from governments, focused sub-national support, and action at the health facility level. Across all levels there is a need for engagement and empowerment of the communities served by the health system.” As an educator of future leaders, the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign can do our part, through the proposed Graduate Certificate for Healthcare Quality and Strategy, to increase the focus placed on this crucial aspect of healthcare. With the increase of the aging population in the United States, there is a need for healthcare administrators who are well prepared to tackle tough healthcare problems and who come to the table with innovative solutions. This proposed graduate certificate will provide students with the skills to excel in the healthcare sector. Graduates who complete the Graduate Certificate in Healthcare Quality and Strategy will be prepared to affect change in hospital administration, healthcare insurance, pharmaceutical environments, and much more. 
[bookmark: _Hlk212723674]Establish the Concentration in History, Theory and Preservation, College of Fine and Applied Arts and the Graduate College, Urbana

The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Fine and Applied Arts and the Graduate College to establish the concentration in History, Theory and Preservation. This proposed concentration is dedicated to the important role that architecture, landscapes, and building practices play in shaping the world. It promotes student learning based in humanities-based disciplines of architecture history and theory, with applied practice in historic preservation. Students are eager to pursue formal study in these disciplines as pathways to study at the PhD level and as a pathway to careers in historic preservation and heritage.
Eliminate the Concentration in Retail and Services Marketing in the Bachelor of Science in Marketing, College of Business Administration, Chicago

The University of Illinois Chicago Senate, with the recommendation of the College of Business Administration, has approved the elimination of the concentration in Retail and Services Marketing in the Bachelor of Science in Marketing.
Currently, students in the Bachelor of Science in Marketing may complete one of five optional concentrations or no concentration. The concentration in Retail and Services Marketing was established to prepare students for careers in retailing and other customer-centric industries. While several of the individual courses in the concentration are popular among students, only a handful of students have pursued the concentration each year, suggesting that students prefer not to limit their career options to a given industry. The Department of Marketing has determined that discontinuing the concentration while continuing to offer affiliated courses as electives will make better use of limited resources because this reduces the needed frequency of offering these courses. Marketing students will have four remaining optional concentrations. There is no impact on faculty, staff, facilities, or resources.
Rename and Revise the Concentration in Innovation and Design Thinking in the Bachelor of Science in Marketing, College of Business Administration, Chicago

The University of Illinois Chicago Senate, with the recommendation of the College of Business Administration, has approved the renaming and revision of the concentration in Innovation and Design Thinking in the Bachelor of Science in Marketing.
While innovation and product development are important components of a company’s marketing strategy, the Department of Marketing also offers electives within the larger domain of product and service strategies. As a result, the concentration will be renamed Innovation and Product Strategies, and the list of concentration courses will be updated. A more broadly defined concentration that includes product strategies may also be more appropriate for an undergraduate marketing degree because there are somewhat limited entry-level jobs that focus solely on innovation. 
Rename and Revise the Concentration in Digital Marketing and Promotions in the Bachelor of Science in Marketing, College of Business Administration, Chicago

The University of Illinois Chicago Senate, with the recommendation of the College of Business Administration, has approved the renaming and revision of the concentration in Digital Marketing and Promotions in the Bachelor of Science in Marketing.
The concentration is currently the most popular among the optional concentrations available to marketing students, and there are significant job opportunities in the Chicago area in roles related to digital marketing. Since using digital media and tools has become important in all aspects of marketing communication strategies, the concentration will be renamed Digital Marketing to better reflect the scope of this area of study. An existing course in multichannel retailing will be added as a selective to the concentration. 
Establish the Graduate Certificate for Alternative Principal Preparation within the Master of Arts in Educational Leadership, College of Public Affairs and Education, Springfield
The University of Illinois Springfield Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Public Affairs and Education to establish the Graduate Certificate in Alternative Principal Preparation within the Master of Arts in Educational Leadership. UIS has created this graduate certificate in response to the statewide need for qualified educators to receive their principal endorsement. 
To address the current shortage of principal candidates in the state, the Illinois State Board of Education (IBHE) and the Illinois Principals Association (IPA) developed an expedited alternative route for candidates currently holding a master’s to obtain their principal endorsement. UIS developed the curriculum for the new graduate certificate to align with the alternate route created by ISBE and IPA so students completing the certificate program will concurrently obtain their principal endorsement. The 14-credit hour certificate program, which will be offered in an expedited online format, is expected to be of interest to non-degree seeking principal candidates throughout the state. UIS will be the second institution in Illinois to offer this alternative preparation. 
Eliminate the Concentration in Healthcare Informatics within the Bachelor of Science in Management Information Systems, College of Business and Management, Springfield

The University of Illinois Springfield Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Business and Management to eliminate the Concentration in Healthcare Informatics (HCI) within the Bachelor of Science in Management Information Systems (MIS). The HCI concentration, offered in both face-to-face and online modalities, began in 2015 and struggled to maintain enrollments and grow since its inception. The HCI curriculum would be better suited as a graduate program for health care informaticists who begin their careers in health-related professions such as nursing. Admissions to the concentration were suspended in Fall 2021 and there are no active students enrolled in the program. The elimination of the HCI concentration will allow the Management Information Systems program to focus on more promising and sustainable programs. 
Eliminate the Graduate Certificate in Nursing Home Administration within the Master of Arts in Human Services, College of Public Affairs and Education, Springfield

The University of Illinois Springfield Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Public Affairs and Education to eliminate the Graduate Certificate in Nursing Home Administration. The 12-hour online certificate was a popular option for students seeking state government employment until Illinois state agencies eliminated the requirement of a master’s in human services as a hiring criterion. Since the hiring criterion changed, enrollment in the certificate program has declined significantly. Admissions to the certificate were suspended in May 2024 and there are no active students enrolled in the program.
Eliminate the Graduate Concentration in Nursing Home Administration within the Master of Arts in Human Services, College of Public Affairs and Education, Springfield

The University of Illinois Springfield Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Public Affairs and Education to eliminate the graduate concentration in Nursing Home Administration. The 33-hour online concentration was a popular option for students seeking state government employment until Illinois state agencies eliminated the requirement of a master’s in human services as a hiring criterion. Since the hiring criterion changed, enrollment in the concentration has declined significantly. Admissions to the concentration were suspended in May 2024 and there are no active students enrolled in the program.
Eliminate the Graduate Certificate in Human Services Fundraising within the Master of Arts in Human Services, College of Public Affairs and Education, Springfield

The University of Illinois Springfield Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Public Affairs and Education to eliminate the graduate certificate in Human Services Fundraising. The 12-hour online certificate was a popular option for students seeking state government employment until Illinois state agencies eliminated the requirement of a master’s in human services as a hiring criterion. Since the hiring criterion changed, enrollment in the certificate program has declined significantly. Admissions to the certificate were suspended in May 2024 and there are no active students enrolled in the program.

Eliminate the Graduate Certificate in Gerontology within the Master of Arts in Human Services, College of Public Affairs and Education, Springfield

The University of Illinois Springfield Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Public Affairs and Education to eliminate the Graduate Certificate in Gerontology. The 12-hour online certificate was a popular option for students seeking state government employment until Illinois state agencies eliminated the requirement of a master’s in human services as a hiring criterion. Since the hiring criterion changed, enrollment in the certificate program has declined significantly. Admissions to the certificate were suspended in May 2024 and there are no active students enrolled in the program.
Eliminate the Graduate Concentration in Gerontology within the Master of Arts in Human Services, College of Public Affairs and Education, Springfield

The University of Illinois Springfield Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Public Affairs and Education to eliminate the Graduate Concentration in Gerontology. The 36-hour on-ground and online concentration was a popular option for students seeking state government employment until Illinois state agencies eliminated the requirement of a master’s in human services as a hiring criterion. Since the hiring criterion changed, enrollment in the concentration has declined significantly. Admissions to the concentration were suspended in May 2024 and there are no active students enrolled in the program.

