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	Board Meeting
	January 15, 2026


AWARD HONORARY DEGREE, SPRINGFIELD


Action:	Award Honorary Degree

Funding:	No New Funding Required


The University of Illinois Springfield Senate recommended that an honorary degree be conferred on the following person at the May 9, 2026, commencement ceremony. The chancellor, University of Illinois Springfield, and vice president, University of Illinois System, recommends approval of this nomination. 
		W. ROBERT FELKER–the honorary degree of Doctor of Humane Letters

W. Robert “Bob” Felker, a 1974 UIS alumnus, brings nearly fifty years of distinguished experience in the financial futures industry. He founded First Chicago Futures in 1982, a firm that later became part of JP Morgan Futures, Inc., where his deep expertise in futures markets and financial services played a central role in the organization’s growth and success. Throughout his career, Mr. Felker has earned recognition as a leading figure in futures trading and investment management.

Mr. Felker and his wife, Patricia, have long been dedicated advocates for higher education in Illinois and beyond. Their philanthropic and volunteer efforts have supported numerous initiatives, with a significant focus on endowed scholarships, including the W. Robert and Patricia Felker Scholarship Fund. He has also provided essential leadership on the University of Illinois Foundation Board of Directors, contributing through key committee service that supports all three UI universities.

Mr. Felker’s professional achievements, coupled with his enduring commitment to education and public service, exemplify exceptional leadership and leave a lasting impact on both the financial industry and the University of Illinois community.

The Board action recommended in this item complies in all material respects with applicable State and federal laws, University of Illinois Statutes, The General Rules Concerning University Organization and Procedure, and Board of Trustees policies and directives.
The executive vice president and vice president for academic affairs concurs with this recommendation. 
The president of the University of Illinois System recommends approval.
