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	Board Meeting
	January 15, 2026


ESTABLISH THE BACHELOR OF ARTS IN HIP HOP CULTURE AND THE ARTS, COLLEGE OF FINE AND APPLIED ARTS, URBANA


Action:	Establish the Bachelor of Arts in Hip Hop Culture and the Arts, College of Fine and Applied Arts

Funding:	No new funding required


[bookmark: _Hlk159577751]The chancellor, University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, and vice president, University of Illinois System, with the advice of the Urbana-Champaign Senate, recommends approval of a proposal from the College of Fine and Applied Arts to establish the Bachelor of Arts in Hip Hop Culture and the Arts.
The proposed interdisciplinary BA in Hip Hop Culture and the Arts will centralize hip-hop as a field for academic inquiry, creative practice, personal expression, community building, and professional opportunities. Students will explore the foundations and evolution of hip-hop culture, generate their own artistic work, critically examine ethical issues, develop contemporary digital media skills, and gain experience to build networks and cultivate opportunities for building revenue streams and social impact. Blending theoretical study with arts-based practical application, the proposed program will produce graduates who are knowledgeable, critical scholars, as well as skilled practitioners of hip-hop culture. 
The BA in Hip Hop Culture and the Arts includes course options across a variety of disciplines, reflecting remixing approaches that are central to hip-hop culture. It will also prepare students to navigate a rapidly evolving social world and creative economy. Students in the proposed program will develop skills to navigate a diverse range of professional fields, including creative arts industries, emerging media and communications platforms, as well as education and nonprofit organizations. Graduates will be prepared for careers across creative, cultural, and educational sectors, including music and media production, performance, choreography, visual and community arts, arts administration, and cultural entrepreneurship. 
Current faculty in the College of Fine and Applied Arts have the expertise and capacity to launch the proposed program with high quality. Adding a dedicated instructor for emceeing will be pursued if growth in enrollment justifies a hire. A current School of Music faculty member will serve as the program director and primary advisor, and current advising and career services staff in the department and College of Fine and Applied Arts are sufficient to support the program. Existing classrooms, performance venues, and interdisciplinary facilities provide sufficient resources for sustaining high-quality, innovative academic and creative work while engaging with local communities. The College of Fine and Applied Arts’ current budget covers the program’s implementation. As the program grows, any additional needs will be covered by tuition revenue.
The Board action recommended in this item complies in all material respects with applicable State and federal laws, University of Illinois Statutes, The General Rules Concerning University Organization and Procedure, and Board of Trustees policies and directives.
The executive vice president and vice president for academic affairs concurs with this recommendation. The University Senates Conference has indicated that no further senate jurisdiction is involved.
The president of the University of Illinois System recommends approval. This action is subject to further review by the Illinois Board of Higher Education.


