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	Board Meeting
	January 15, 2026


ESTABLISH THE BACHELOR OF ARTS IN FINE AND APPLIED ARTS, COLLEGE OF FINE AND APPLIED ARTS, URBANA


Action:	Establish the Bachelor of Arts in Fine and Applied Arts, College of Fine and Applied Arts

Funding:	No new funding required


[bookmark: _Hlk159577751]The chancellor, University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, and vice president, University of Illinois System, with the advice of the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate, recommends approval of a proposal from the College of Fine and Applied Arts to establish the Bachelor of Arts in Fine and Applied Arts (BA in FAA).
The proposed BA in FAA is an online degree-completion program designed for students who have previously earned college credit but have not yet completed a bachelor’s degree. As a flexible and transdisciplinary online pathway, the BA in FAA broadens access to a fine and applied arts education, supporting the university’s land-grant mission and the state of Illinois by enabling individuals to build upon existing knowledge and pursue new areas of professional growth.
The program is designed with flexibility in mind and the understanding that students will be arriving at the BA in FAA with a wide range of experiences and coursework. The objective is to provide students with a high-quality education that includes both liberal arts and pre-professional components and prepares them for future career advancement. The BA in FAA is comprised of three core courses of orientation to transdisciplinary arts. Students will then elect at least 9 credit hours of advanced/upper-level coursework from within the College of Fine and Applied Arts plus an additional 12 credit hours of coursework at any level from within the college in addition to completing general education and other campus requirements. Graduates of the proposed program will be poised for successful careers in industry and nonprofit sectors that utilize interdisciplinary skills across the fine, environmental, and performing arts.
Current faculty in the College of Fine and Applied Arts have the expertise and capacity to deliver the proposed program with high quality. The three major-required courses, which are newly developed specifically for this program, will be taught by existing instructional staff who are being compensated by one-time service-in-excess payments for course development and then will teach the courses in future semesters as part of their positions. The flexibility of the remaining online courses in the college allows for open seats to be utilized in current online courses. Given the anticipated modest size of the BA in FAA, impact on teaching loads, class size, and student-faculty ratios is not expected to be significant. Should the program grow beyond projections, the additional revenue generated by program tuition will be used to increase faculty members to support instruction. A faculty director or coordinator, who will lead student advising with support from current advising and career services staff in the College of Fine and Applied Arts, will be selected from among current college faculty. All faculty teaching courses in the BA in FAA have office spaces in buildings at the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign. Existing equipment and production spaces in the College of Fine and Applied Arts and those available via the university’s Center for Innovation in Teaching and Learning will support high-quality instruction for the program. The College of Fine and Applied Arts’ current budget covers the program’s implementation. As the program grows, any additional needs will be covered by tuition revenue.
The Board action recommended in this item complies in all material respects with applicable State and federal laws, University of Illinois Statutes, The General Rules Concerning University Organization and Procedure, and Board of Trustees policies and directives.
The executive vice president and vice president for academic affairs concurs with this recommendation. The University Senates Conference has indicated that no further senate jurisdiction is involved.
The president of the University of Illinois System recommends approval. This action is subject to further review by the Illinois Board of Higher Education.


