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Board Meeting
January 15, 2026


REORGANIZE THE DEPARTMENT OF ART, COLLEGE OF ARCHITECTURE, DESIGN, AND THE ARTS, CHICAGO


Action:	Reorganize the Department of Art, College of Architecture, Design, and the Arts

Funding:	No new funding required 


The chancellor, University of Illinois Chicago, and vice president, University of Illinois System, with the advice of the Chicago Senate and the College of Architecture, Design, and the Arts, recommends the reorganization of the Department of Art as the School of Art. 
		The Department of Art is one of four units within the School of Art and Art History (SAAH). The Department of Art, Department of Art History, and the Program in Museum and Exhibition Studies are academic units with faculty appointments, and Gallery 400 is a non-collecting contemporary art space that organizes exhibitions and public programs. In an affiliated action, the College of Architecture, Design, and the Arts will eliminate the SAAH and reorganize its constituent parts into more coherent and efficient entities housed within the college. 
This action focuses on the reorganization of the Department of Art
as the School of Art, bringing together current art faculty and staff, the program in Interdisciplinary Education in the Arts, and Gallery 400. An independent School of Art will be better positioned to collaboratively rethink art through practice, critical inquiry, and theory; will make budgeting, advocacy, and hiring protocols more universal and transparent; and will streamline communication, lines of reporting, committee work, faculty voting, and hiring by removing an additional level of governance in decision making (i.e., currently most approvals have to be made by the both the Department of Art and SAAH). 
		The School of Art will be led by a director and be home to existing academic courses and programs in art, art education, and interdisciplinary education in the arts. The reorganization does not require adding faculty, staff, or facilities and will be cost-neutral. The collective changes have been approved by SAAH faculty, the college’s educational policy and executive committees, and the college faculty.
 		The Board action recommended in this item complies in all material respects with applicable State and federal laws, University of Illinois Statutes, The General Rules Concerning University Organization and Procedure, and Board of Trustees policies and directives. 
The executive vice president and vice president for academic affairs concurs with this recommendation. The University Senates Conference has indicated that no further senate jurisdiction is involved.
The president of the University of Illinois System recommends approval. This action is subject to further review by the Illinois Board of Higher Education.
