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Board Meeting
January 15, 2026


RENAME THE MASTER OF SCIENCE IN DATA ANALYTICS, COLLEGE OF HEALTH, SCIENCE, AND TECHNOLOGY, SPRINGFIELD


Action:	Rename the Master of Science in Data Analytics, College of Health, Science and Technology

Funding:	No new funding required


The chancellor, University of Illinois Springfield, and vice president, University of Illinois System, with the advice of the University of Illinois Springfield Senate and the College of Health, Science, and Technology, recommends approval of a proposal to rename the Master of Science in Data Analytics to the Master of Science in Artificial Intelligence. 
The Master of Science in Data Analytics (MDA) began in 2017 when data science and data analytics were rapidly emerging and there was a large gap between the supply of trained graduates and the market demand for deep technical talent in analytics. Since then, the field has evolved and rebranded itself, and data analytics has become a component of the broader domain of artificial intelligence (AI). 
The AI landscape today has shifted from traditional analytics to advanced areas such as machine learning, deep learning, and natural language processing. Employers and prospective students now identify more strongly with AI as the central discipline. The MDA program has continuously adapted to reflect the evolution of the AI and data analytics field and workforce needs. It is vital that the degree name reflects this evolution and aligns the program with the changing terminology in the field. Changing the name of Master of Science in Data Analytics to the Master of Science in Artificial Intelligence will enhance recognition of the degree by both prospective students and employers.
In addition to aligning more closely with industry trends, the program name change positions the University of Illinois Springfield to serve as a regional AI hub, strengthen industry partnerships, and ensures the university keeps pace with the growing number of institutions adopting AI-focused graduate programs. 
No new faculty lines, facilities, or additional financial resources are required to change the name of the degree. 
	The Board action recommended in this item complies in all material respects with applicable State and federal laws, University of Illinois Statutes, The General Rules Concerning University Organization and Procedure, and Board of Trustees policies and directives. 
	The executive vice president and vice president for academic affairs concurs with the recommended Board action. The University Senates Conference has indicated that no further senate jurisdiction is involved. 
The president of the University of Illinois System recommends approval. This action is subject to further review by the Illinois Board of Higher Education.
