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Board Meeting
January 15, 2026
REVISE AND RENAME THE MASTER OF ARTS IN COMMUNICATION, 
COLLEGE OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS AND EDUCATION, SPRINGFIELD
Action:
Revise and Rename the Master of Arts in Communication, College of Public Affairs and Education
Funding:
No new funding required
The chancellor, University of Illinois Springfield, and vice president, University of Illinois System, with the advice of the University of Illinois Springfield Senate and the College of Public Affairs and Education, recommends approval of a proposal to revise and rename the Master of Arts in Communication. 
The current Master of Arts in Communication program consists of a generalized degree plan offering students the flexibility to select from a variety of areas of focus. As part of an extensive curricular revitalization endeavor, the School of Communication and Media proposes a more focused area of study that will build upon the strengths of the current program and make the program available to more students by offering the degree online. The program and degree title will be renamed the Master of Arts in Communication and Digital Media (MACDM) to best reflect trends in the field and to better leverage the expertise of faculty.
Under the new MACDM title, the current Master of Arts in Communication (MAC) will be revised in the following five distinct ways:
1. The program will gradually move from on-ground to entirely online to appeal to non-traditional students and those seeking a flexible schedule. Providing online delivery of the program will expand the availability of the program to students outside the Springfield area and is expected to widen the applicant pool statewide, nationally, and internationally. 
2. The number of credit hours required for the degree will be reduced from 39 to 32 to allow students to complete the degree in three semesters. 
3. The two courses required for the major will be streamlined to reduce overlap and enhance options for students. Students will have the option to take the required research methods class outside of the department by choosing from a list of designated research methods courses, such as in educational leadership and political science. Students will have the option to take up to  cre4dit hours of interdisciplinary coursework to tailor the degree to their interests. 
4. Comprehensive exams will be required to complete the degree. Although current MAC students have the option to write a thesis, complete a project, or take comprehensive exams, most students opt for the comprehensive exam option. Students completing comprehensive exams over the other closure options have significantly higher completion rates and complete their degree in less time, saving students time and money. With its new curricular focus, the MACDM will include comprehensive exams as the closure requirement, allowing students to complete their degrees in a uniform time and manner. 
5. An accelerated joint degree program between the existing Bachelor of Arts in Communication and the MACDM will be created to encourage students to stay at UIS to pursue graduate study. In establishing the joint degree program, the School of Communication and Media hopes to retain some of its best students, who will be able to complete the two degrees in less time with reduced financial burden.
No additional costs are associated with the curricular revision of the MACDM or renaming the degree. Because University of Illinois Springfield has both the facilities and faculty to support the proposed curricular changes and migration to online delivery, no additional funding is required or requested. 


The Board action recommended in this item complies in all material respects with applicable State and federal laws, University of Illinois Statutes, The General Rules Concerning University Organization and Procedure, and Board of Trustees policies and directives. 


The executive vice president and vice president for academic affairs concurs with the recommended Board action. The University Senates Conference has indicated that no further senate jurisdiction is involved. 

The president of the University of Illinois System recommends approval. This action is subject to further review by the Illinois Board of Higher Education.
