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Board Meeting

January 15, 2026
ELIMINATE THE SCHOOL OF ART AND ART HISTORY, COLLEGE OF ARCHITECTURE, DESIGN, AND THE ARTS, CHICAGO
Action:
Eliminate the School of Art and Art History in the College of Architecture, Design, and the Arts
Funding:
No new funding required 
The chancellor, University of Illinois Chicago, and vice president, University of Illinois System, with the advice of the University of Illinois Chicago Senate and the College of Architecture, Design, and the Arts, recommends the elimination of the School of Art and Art History. 


The School of Art and Art History (SAAH) is comprised of four units, three of which are academic units with faculty appointments (the Department of Art, the Department of Art History, and the Program in Museum and Exhibition Studies) and Gallery 400, a non-collecting contemporary art space that organizes exhibitions and public programs. The College of Architecture, Design, and the Arts will eliminate SAAH and reorganize its constituent parts into more coherent and efficient entities housed within the college. In concurrently submitted actions, the college will reorganize the Department of Art as the School of Art and consolidate the Department of Art History and the Program of Museum and Exhibition Studies into the Department of Art History and Museum and Exhibition Studies. 
These changes are the result of a process that began with an internal administrative review committee that worked to identify major challenges in the SAAH. The results of this self-study were presented to the dean, and the college subsequently brought in external reviewers (two UIC dean emeriti) to assess and mitigate organizational challenges in the school. The reviewers produced a detailed report, which considered feedback and recommendations from faculty, staff, and students, of the issues and possible solutions. This report identified multiple drawbacks to the structure of SAAH, for example: (1) difficulty reconciling the disparate needs of the units as a single school, including budget, classroom space, criteria for promotion and tenure, salary equity, and new hires; (2) significant redundancies in the SAAH structure leading to overburdening faculty and staff; and (3) a lack of clear SAAH-wide communication. 


The elimination of SAAH and affiliated reorganizations remove an administrative layer for departments and honor the disciplinary and epistemological differences between the practice-based discipline of art and the academic disciplines of art history and museum and exhibition studies (as this impacts curricula, hiring needs, evaluation norms and practices, lab management, and student support). These cumulative changes maintain current course and degree offerings and do not require adding faculty, staff, or facilities. These actions are designed to be cost-neutral and have been approved by SAAH faculty, the college’s educational policy and executive committees, and the college faculty.
 

The Board action recommended in this item complies in all material 

respects with applicable State and federal laws, University of Illinois Statutes, The 

General Rules Concerning University Organization and Procedure, and Board of 

Trustees policies and directives. 
The executive vice president and vice president for academic affairs
concurs with this recommendation. The University Senates Conference has indicated that no further senate jurisdiction is involved.

The president of the University of Illinois System recommends approval.

This action is subject to further review by the Illinois Board of Higher Education.
