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Board Meeting
January 15, 2026


ELIMINATE THE BACHELOR OF ARTS IN PUBLIC POLICY, 
COLLEGE OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS AND EDUCATION, SPRINGFIELD


Action:	Eliminate the Bachelor of Arts in Public Policy, College of Public Affairs and Education, Springfield

Funding:	No new funding required


The chancellor, University of Illinois Springfield, and vice president, University of Illinois System, with the advice of the University of Illinois Springfield Senate and the College of Public Affairs and Education, recommends approval of a proposal to eliminate of the Bachelor of Arts in Public Policy.
The Bachelor of Arts in Public Policy has experienced low enrollments since its inception in 2016. A revision of the program to streamline the curriculum in 2023 has not increased program enrollment, which averages three or fewer degree completions per year. The lack of interest in the University of Illinois Springfield degree mirrors recent national labor market data which shows a decline in both public policy degree completions and occupations nationwide over the past five years. 
Due to continued low enrollment and decreased occupational outlook for the degree program, the Bachelor of Arts in Public Policy will be eliminated to allow the School of Politics and International Affairs to focus on more promising and sustainable programs.
Students currently enrolled in the Bachelor of Arts in Public Policy will be allowed to complete the degree within allowable time limits. No additional funding is required or requested to eliminate the degree program. 
	 The Board action recommended in this item complies in all material respects with applicable State and federal laws, University of Illinois Statutes, The General Rules Concerning University Organization and Procedure, and Board of Trustees policies and directives. 
	The executive vice president and vice president for academic affairs concurs with the recommended Board action. The University Senates Conference has indicated that no further senate jurisdiction is involved. 
	The president of the University of Illinois System recommends approval. This action is subject to further review by the Illinois Board of Higher Education.





