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Board Meeting
January 15, 2026


RENAME THE EAST ROUND BARN, SOUTH ROUND BARN, AND WEST ROUND BARN, URBANA


[bookmark: _Hlk194655845]Action: 	Rename the East Round Barn, South Round Barn, and West Round Barn 
 
Funding: 	No new funding required


[bookmark: _Hlk158385829]	The chancellor, University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, and vice president, University of Illinois System, with the concurrence of the appropriate administrative officers, recommends approval to rename the three round barns from East Round Barn, South Round Barn, and West Round Barn to Leah J. Wightman East Round Barn, Leah J. Wightman South Round Barn, and Leah J. Wightman West Round Barn, respectively.
	Ms. Leah J. Wightman (1940-2024) made the generous decision to bequeath a majority of her estate to support the stabilization and revitalization of the three round barns on St. Mary’s Road, Urbana. The donor gifted $10.0 million with the understanding that she would be able to name the three round barns in the University of Illinois’ Experimental Dairy Farm Historic District, which was placed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1994. The contributing structures submitted with the application for the listing include each of the three round barns and the manager’s house.
	The donor decided to provide an estate gift to secure the integrity and history of the round barns for the future. She remained concerned that the Midwest is losing these iconic structures that played an instrumental role in agriculture at the turn of the 20th century. Prior to the donor’s passing, the College of Veterinary Medicine shared its vision with the donor of using the round barns to support veterinary students as well as the university and wider community.
	The Board action recommended in this item complies in all material respects with applicable State and federal laws, University of Illinois Statutes, The General Rules Concerning University Organization and Procedure, and Board of Trustees policies and directives.
	No funding is required for this action. 
	The president of the University of Illinois System concurs.  
