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	Board Meeting
	January 15, 2026


RENAME THE CAMPUS OBSERVATORY, SPRINGFIELD 


Action:	Rename the Campus Observatory

Funding:	No new funding required


		The chancellor, University of Illinois Springfield, and vice president, University of Illinois System, with concurrence of the appropriate administrative officers, recommends approval of the renaming of the Campus Observatory at the University of Illinois Springfield (UIS) as the Charles A. Schweighauser Observatory to recognize the career and life of Mr. Charles A. Schweighauser.
Mr. Charles A. Schweighauser (1936-2025) was a visionary educator, scientist, and public intellectual whose career spanned astronomy, physics, English, and environmental studies. Revered for his interdisciplinary brilliance and community outreach, Mr. Schweighauser left an indelible mark on UIS, the state of Illinois, and the broader scientific and educational landscape of the United States.
Charles A. Schweighauser’s profound impact on UIS and beyond makes him an ideal candidate for the observatory to be named in his honor. As a faculty member, he helped shape the university’s academic foundation, pioneering both the environmental studies and astronomy programs and establishing observatories that continue to serve students and the public. His creation of the enduring “Star Parties,” development of the world’s first accessible telescope, and mentorship of faculty exemplify his commitment to inclusive science and education. Mr. Schweighauser’s outreach extended across Illinois through public engagement and documentary filmmaking, and his national contributions, including directing the James S. McDonnell Planetarium in St. Louis and organizing a televised eclipse, cemented his reputation as a visionary educator and advocate. Naming the observatory at UIS after him would honor a legacy defined by innovation, generosity, and a lifelong dedication to opening the cosmos to all.
The Board action recommended in this item complies in all material respects with applicable State and federal laws, University of Illinois Statutes, The General Rules Concerning University Organization and Procedure, and Board of Trustees policies and directives.
No funding is required for this action.
The president of the University of Illinois System concurs.


