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REPORT OF ACTIONS BY THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

 

 

The following actions have been taken by the Executive Committee since 

the last meeting of the Board.  These actions are now reported to the Board as a whole. 

 

Approve Appointment of Interim Chancellor, Chicago 

 

 

  I recommend the appointment of Eric A. Gislason, presently Vice 

Chancellor for Research, and Professor of Chemistry at the Chicago campus, as Interim 

Chancellor, non-tenured, on a twelve-month service basis, on 100 percent time, at an 

annual salary of $275,000, beginning January 1, 2008.  Dr. Gislason will hold this 

position until a permanent chancellor is named and prepared to assume responsibilities, 

following a national search. 

Dr. Gislason will continue to hold the rank of Professor of Chemistry on 

indefinite tenure on an academic service basis at zero percent time.  He succeeds Sylvia 

Manning who announced her plans to retire effective December 31, 2007. 

The Board action recommended in this item complies in all material 

respects with applicable State and federal laws, University of Illinois Statutes, The 

General Rules Concerning University Organization and Procedure, and Board of 

Trustees policies and directives.  

I seek your approval. 
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On motion of Mr. Shah and seconded by Dr. Schmidt, this appointment was 

approved by the following vote of members of the Executive Committee:  Aye, 

Mr. Eppley, Dr. Schmidt, Mr. Shah; no, none. 

 

Employ Architect/Engineer for National Center for Supercomputing Applications 

(NCSA) Petascale Computing Facility, Urbana 

 

 

  In November 2007, the Board approved the National Center for 

Supercomputing Applications (NCSA) Petascale Computing Facility with a project 

budget of $72.5 million ($690 construction cost per gross square foot).  The project 

provides the National Center for Supercomputing Applications with a facility to house 

the Blue Waters (Track 1) Data Processing Center and required utility infrastructure.  

This new 95,000 gross square feet building will be comprised of offices, storage and 

loading docks, water-cooled data processing machine rooms, and data processing 

machine room support. 

In order to proceed with this project, it is necessary to employ an 

architect/engineer for the required professional services.  The selection of the 

architect/engineer for this project was in accordance with the requirements and provisions 

of Public Act 87-673 (Architectural, Engineering, and Land Surveying Qualifications-

Based Selection Act).
1
 

                                              
1
A selection committee consisting of Kevin Duff (University Office for Facilities 

Planning and Programs), Keith Erickson (University Office for Facilities Planning and 

Programs), Fred Hahn (Facilities and Services),  Jill Maxey (Facilities and Services), 

and John Melchi (National Center for Supercomputing Applications) evaluated the 

following firms listed in ranking order:  (1) EYP Mission Critical Facilities, Inc., 

Chicago, IL; (2) Environmental Systems Design, Inc., Chicago, IL; and (3) KJWW 

Engineering Consultants, Rock Island, IL.  The committee recommends EYP Mission 

Critical Facilities, Inc., of Chicago, IL, as best meeting the criteria for the project. 
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Accordingly, the Chancellor at Urbana with the concurrence of the 

appropriate administrative officers recommends that EYP Mission Critical Facilities, Inc., 

Chicago, be employed for the professional services required through the construction 

administration phase of the project at a fixed fee of $2,816,249; on-site observation and 

warranty on an hourly basis not to exceed $170,000; and reimbursable expenses 

estimated at $190,000. 

The Board action recommended in this item complies in all material 

respects with applicable State and federal laws, University of Illinois Statutes, The 

General Rules Concerning University Organization and Procedure, and Board of 

Trustees policies and directives.  

Funds for the project are available initially from the institutional funds 

operating budget with anticipated reimbursement from State appropriations or the 

proceeds of a subsequent sale of Certificates of Participation.  

The President of the University concurs.  

On motion of Dr. Schmidt and seconded by Mr. Shah, this recommendation 

was approved by the following vote of members of the Executive Committee:  Aye, 

Mr. Eppley, Dr. Schmidt, Mr. Shah; no, none. 

 


