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PRESIDENT’S REPORT ON ACTIONS OF THE SENATE


Establish the Undergraduate Minor in Business Analytics, Gies College of Business, Urbana

The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate has approved a proposal from the Gies College of Business to establish the undergraduate minor in Business Analytics. Business analytics has grown in importance and interest in every industry and across the globe. Many firms are applying data analytics in key business processes across their value chain. These developments make it imperative that undergraduate business students have the opportunity to develop expertise in applying analytics beyond existing business core courses. With a minor in Business Analytics, students in any business major will gain a competitive advantage in the marketplace, signaling data analytics capability to recruiters and making students highly desirable to a wider spectrum of firms and graduate programs. The minor is composed of existing courses, which will continue to be taught by existing Gies faculty members. Staffing for any additional sections necessitated will be covered by the revenue from the increased course enrollments. Students in the minor will be advised by the Department of Business Administration’s academic coordinator-student advisor. No additional facilities or resources are needed. 
Establish the Concentration in Studio Art in the Master of Fine Arts in Art and Design, College of Fine and Applied Arts and the Graduate College, Urbana

The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Fine and Applied Arts and the Graduate College to establish the concentration in Studio Art in the Master of Fine Arts (MFA) in Art and Design. This proposed concentration is a terminal degree in fine arts based in the practices of contemporary visual art, combining the areas of painting, sculpture, photography, and printmaking. It is designed for artists looking to develop a documented, professional art practice. Candidates work intensively with a number of faculty mentors to develop bodies of work and complete a capstone project and written statement to articulate the intentions, motivations, and skills required to pursue and sustain a career as an artist. As a three-year studio art program, the curriculum is designed to offer intensive study in both studio production and experience with subject-oriented research methods that are appropriate to individual MFA candidates. 
The plan to put forward this proposed Studio Art concentration which consolidates and replaces previous separate concentrations in Painting, Sculpture, Photography, and Printmaking was shared as part of the School of Art and Design’s accreditation review by the National Association of Schools of Art and Design (NASAD) in 2023. NASAD accreditation is based on this plan. The establishment of this single, consolidated concentration has no impact on faculty, staff, facilities, or resources.
Rename the Concentration in Human Dimensions of the Environment in the 
Bachelor of Science in Natural Resources and Environmental Sciences, 
College of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences, Urbana

The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences to rename the concentration in Human Dimensions of the Environment in the Bachelor of Science in Natural Resources and Environmental Sciences. The proposed new concentration name, “Environmental Social Sciences,” is more representative of current scholarship in the Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Sciences. Environmental social sciences is a more contemporary label that emphasizes the scientific basis of disciplines revolving around human-environment interactions rather than the management or communication-related outcomes from social science research. Currently enrolled students may complete the program with the current concentration name or choose to switch so their program reflects the proposed new name. There is no impact on faculty, staff, facilities, or resources. 
Eliminate the Concentration in Athletic Training in the 
Bachelor of Science in Kinesiology, College of Applied Health Sciences, Urbana

The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Applied Health Sciences to eliminate the concentration in Athletic Training in the Bachelor of Science in Kinesiology. There has been no enrollment in this concentration since 2011. In 2015, the National Athletic Trainers’ Association board of directors and the commissioners of the Commission on Accreditation of Athletic Training Education agreed to establish the professional degree in athletic training at the master’s level, thereby requiring that professional programs be at the master’s degree level with a specific implementation deadline of no less than seven years. At that time, the department evaluated options of keeping an athletic training program, but the cost was high, and several key faculty members retired. After careful evaluation and considerable discussion within the Department of Health and Kinesiology and the College of Applied Health Sciences, the decision was made to officially pursue elimination of both this concentration as well as the Bachelor of Science in Athletic Training in a companion action item. There are no currently enrolled students. There is no impact on faculty, staff, facilities, or resources.
Eliminate the Concentration in Technology Management in the 
Master of Science in Management, Gies College of Business and the Graduate College, Urbana

The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate has approved a proposal from the Gies College of Business and the Graduate College to eliminate the concentration in Technology Management in the Master of Science in Management. This concentration was originally proposed in 2020 during a time when the college was considering phasing down the Master of Science in Technology Management (MSTM) program. At that time, enrollment in the MSTM program was declining while enrollment in the MS in Management was rising. The approval of this concentration in the MS in Management for Fall 2020 came during an enrollment cycle for the MSTM, so admission to the concentration was suspended to focus on enrolling the new cohort of MSTM students. Subsequently, leadership changes and additional program reviews have led to strengthening and growing the MSTM program, eliminating the need for this area of concentration within the MS in Management. The concentration was never open for admission, and thus there are not any students enrolled, nor is there any impact on faculty, staff, facilities, or resources. 
Eliminate the Concentration in Music Theory in the Master of Music in Music, 
College of Fine and Applied Arts and the Graduate College, Urbana

The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Fine and Applied Arts and the Graduate College to eliminate the concentration in Music Theory in the Master of Music in Music (MMUS). The last student enrolled in this concentration graduated in 2009, and there has been no subsequent enrollment. In the foreseeable future, the School of Music will not have adequate faculty staffing in this field of specialization to justify having a concentration in Music Theory. With the last enrollment being 15 years ago, there is no impact on faculty, staff, facilities, or resources. 
Establish the Campus Certificate in Business Analytics, 
College of Business Administration, Chicago

The University of Illinois Chicago Senate, with the recommendation of the College of Business Administration, has approved the establishment of the Campus Certificate in Business Analytics.
The Campus Certificate in Business Analytics is aimed at meeting the growing demand for business analytics professionals. Having the ability to leverage data assets is key to enhanced decision-making, productivity, and competitiveness. The certificate will allow students to be familiar with basic skills and concepts in business analytics and be able to apply these skills to business problems. As the certificate program may be of interest to a wide range of students, it will be open both to non-degree students with a bachelor’s degree and UIC graduate students. 
The certificate will require the completion of three courses addressing the use of analytics in a business context. This includes two required courses and the selection of one of two additional courses for 12 credit hours in total. Moreover, these courses are “stackable” in relation to UIC’s online MBA program, such that students who successfully apply for admission into the MBA program would then be able to apply these credits toward the MBA degree. 
The courses in the program will be taught in an online asynchronous format, with an optional synchronous component (i.e., a one-hour-per-week synchronous meeting time that includes a structured activity or discussion session led by the instructor).
Establish the Campus Certificate in Artificial Intelligence in Business, 
College of Business Administration and Graduate College, Chicago

The University of Illinois Chicago Senate, with the recommendation of the College of Business Administration and the Graduate College, has approved the establishment of the Campus Certificate in Artificial Intelligence in Business.
The certificate is designed to equip current and aspiring business leaders with the skills and knowledge necessary to navigate the rapidly evolving landscape of artificial intelligence in the business world. Students will gain competency in the effective, informed, and responsible use of artificial intelligence in business and organizational settings.
The asynchronous online format of the proposed program caters to students who may not find it convenient to commute to campus or to meet at set times during the week. Although students will be able to take this program entirely online, this program will have certain optional in-person components, such as events for career, networking, and professional development, that leverage UIC’s central location.
As part of the certificate program, students are required to complete three new 4 credit-hour courses (12 credit hours total): IDS 563 (Generative Artificial Intelligence), IDS 565 (Safety and Ethics in AI); and IDS 569 (Reinforcement Learning with Business Applications). Additionally, entering students may be required to take one of two prerequisite courses to provide basic knowledge in data analytics (waived for students with equivalent coursework or prior work experience).
Revise the Core Courses in the Doctor of Nursing Practice, College of Nursing, Chicago

The University of Illinois Chicago Senate, with the recommendation of the College of Nursing, has approved the revision of the core courses in the Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP). 
In recent years, the American Association of Colleges of Nursing (AACN) has developed “essentials” that outline the necessary curriculum content and expected competencies for graduates from bachelor’s, master’s, and DNP programs. The goal is to move toward a competency-based education approach. The essentials include “domains”; which include 45 competencies and 204 sub-competencies for DNP advanced-level nursing education, which students must meet prior to graduation and prior to applying for certification. 
In response, the College of Nursing has revised the DNP curriculum program outcomes and the content of core courses to align with these domains, competencies, and sub-competencies. There also have been changes made to improve scaffolding of content throughout the curriculum, with the goal of increasing students’ readiness for the DNP scholarly project (a culminating experience at the end of the DNP program in which students lead an initiative that aims to improve clinical practice). 
The credit hours needed to earn the DNP vary by focus area, but there are currently 36 credit hours in DNP core courses. With these revisions, the DNP core will be reduced by 1 credit hour from 36 to 35. 
Revise the Master of Public Administration, 
College of Urban Planning and Public Affairs and Graduate College, Chicago

The University of Illinois Chicago Senate, with the recommendation of the College of Urban Planning and Public Affairs and the Graduate College, has approved the revision of the Master of Public Administration.
The Department of Public Policy, Management, and Analytics seeks to revise the degree requirements and all four concentrations (including the renaming of one concentration in a separate proposal). These changes include: (1) expanding the number of credit hours in core courses from 30 to 37 (including the addition of two 4-credit-hour courses and the integration of the content of a 1 credit-hour portfolio course into an existing 4-credit-hour capstone course); (2) a reduction in the number of credit hours in concentration courses from 16 to 12; (3) a reduction in the number of elective credit hours from 8 to 4, and (4) changes to the concentrations, such as eliminating tracks and updating selective lists. As a result, the program will now require 53 credit hours to complete instead of 54.
Moreover, due to this revision, a greater number of the core courses for the degree (totaling 25 credit hours) will now be shared with the Master of Public Policy and the Master of Science in Civic Analytics programs offered within the college. This will allow students in all three programs to benefit from the varying perspectives, experiences, and expected career focus of a more diverse group of students.
Rename and Revise the Concentration in Urban Governance and Management in the Master of Public Administration, College of Urban Planning and Public Affairs 
and the Graduate College, Chicago

The University of Illinois Chicago Senate, with the recommendation of the College of Urban Planning and Public Affairs and the Graduate College, has approved the renaming and revision of the concentration in Urban Governance and Management in the Master of Public Administration.
As part of a larger revision of the Master of Public Administration, the concentration in Urban Governance and Management will be renamed as the concentration in Local Governance and Management. Also, students will now take 12 credit hours (three 4-credit-hour courses) rather than 16 credit hours (four courses) in the concentration. Additionally, the concentration will be simplified so that instead of choosing between two possible tracks (i.e., a general track or a local government management track), all students will be in a single track. The revisions include updates to required coursework and the list of selective courses.
The concentration revisions and name change better reflect student interest in local governance and will make students more competitive on the job market. The changes will also allow students to take more technical data analysis courses, reflecting the changing nature of the field, which now requires more advanced data analysis skills.
Revise the Master of Public Policy, College of Urban Planning and Public Affairs 
and the Graduate College, Chicago

The University of Illinois Chicago Senate, with the recommendation of the College of Urban Planning and Public Affairs and the Graduate College, has approved the revision of the Master of Public Policy.
The proposal revises the Master of Public Policy by expanding the number of credit hours in core courses from 38 to 41 credit hours and reducing the elective requirement from 8 credit hours to 4. The changes to the core coursework include replacing two core courses with two other courses; adding one 4 credit-hour course; and integrating a 1 credit-hour portfolio course into an existing 4 credit-hour capstone course. As a result, the program will now require 53 credit hours to complete, instead of 54.
Moreover, due to these revisions, a greater number of the core courses for the degree (totaling 25 credit hours) will now be shared with the Master of Public Administration and the Master of Science in Civic Analytics programs offered within the college. This will allow students in all three programs to benefit from the varying perspectives, experiences, and expected career focus of a more diverse group of students.
Revise the Master of Science in Biomedical Visualization and 
Establish the Concentration in Anaplastology, College of Applied Health Sciences and the Graduate College, Chicago

The University of Illinois Chicago Senate, with the recommendation of the College of Applied Health Sciences and Graduate College, has approved the revision of the Master of Science in Biomedical Visualization and the establishment of an optional concentration in Anaplastology. 
Biomedical visualization (BVIS) is a multidisciplinary field that integrates subject matter from disciplines in the sciences, medicine, arts, and computer science. Within this field, anaplastology is a specialization focused on providing custom restorative prostheses for patients who experience loss or alteration of anatomy of the face or body, resulting from disease, trauma, or congenital origin. 
In the past, the BVIS program collaborated with the UI Health Craniofacial Center to train medical artists as anaplastologists. While that training program was suspended in 2015, now is an ideal time to renew this training given a critical need for anaplastology training, advances in the field, and recent curriculum revisions in the BVIS program. 
The BVIS program is establishing an optional concentration in Anaplastology, with 25 credit hours in required coursework (12 credit hours will be applied to existing degree requirements). As a result, anaplastology students within the MS in BVIS will complete 62 to 65 total credit hours versus 49 to 52 for other students in the degree. 
Revise the Master of Science in Nursing Graduate Entry Program, 
College of Nursing and the Graduate College, Chicago

The University of Illinois Chicago Senate, with the recommendation of the College of Nursing and the Graduate College, has approved the revision of the Master of Science in Nursing graduate entry program. 
The graduate entry program provides non-nurses who have a bachelor’s degree in a field other than nursing with access to an advanced generalist nursing degree. The program integrates pre-licensure and master’s coursework and is offered at College of Nursing locations in Chicago, Urbana, and Rockford. 
In 2021, the American Association of Colleges of Nursing (AACN) endorsed new essentials for nursing education, which outline the expected competencies of graduates from nursing programs. In response, the College of Nursing has revised the curriculum of the MS in Nursing graduate entry program. Major proposed revisions include: (1) the revision of program-level outcomes and course components to demonstrate the AACN Essentials domains and competencies; (2) the curriculum will now include 16 courses (instead of 24) and the program length will be six semesters (71 credit hours) instead of seven semesters (77 credit hours); and (3) the required clinical experience will be reduced to 630 clinical hours from 930 to be consistent with the BS in Nursing program. 
Revise the Master of Healthcare Administration, School of Public Health
and the Graduate College, Chicago

The University of Illinois Chicago Senate, with the recommendation of the School of Public Health and the Graduate College, has approved the revision of the Master of Healthcare Administration (MHA). 
The MHA is offered through two tracks: (1) the residential MHA is designed for those early in their careers within the healthcare industry or new college graduates; (2) the Executive MHA (EMHA) is for mid-level to senior-level clinical and executive healthcare professionals. The School of Public Health has proposed revisions that will streamline the curriculum for both tracks. 
The residential MHA currently has 21 required courses (59 credit hours in total). The school will consolidate two required courses into one, remove one course, increase credit hours for one course, replace one course with a more relevant one in the same topic area, and replace an open elective with a new required course. As a result, the total credit hours to earn the residential MHA will be reduced from 59 to 56. 
Rename and Revise the Executive Master of Healthcare Administration, 
School of Public Health and the Graduate College, Chicago

The University of Illinois Chicago Senate, with the recommendation of the School of Public Health and the Graduate College, has approved the renaming and revision of the Executive Master of Healthcare Administration (EMHA) as the Professional Master of Healthcare Administration (PMHA). 
The MHA is offered through two tracks: (1) the residential MHA is designed for those early in their careers within the healthcare industry or new college graduates; (2) the Executive MHA (EMHA) is for mid-level to senior-level clinical and executive healthcare professionals. Both tracks result in the awarding of the MHA degree, but the EMHA is treated as a concentration on student transcripts. The School of Public Health has proposed revisions that will streamline the curriculum for both tracks. 
The EMHA currently has 16 required courses (48 credit hours in total). Renaming the program as the PMHA will better align with the experience level, typical career level and job placement post-graduation, and near-term leadership aspirations of students. In addition to the renaming, the school will transition the program from a hybrid delivery model to a fully online, asynchronous model in collaboration with UIC Extended Campus, remove two courses, consolidate two courses into one, increase credit hours for one course, and replace one course with a more relevant one in the same topic area. As a result, the total credit hours to earn the PMHA will be reduced from 48 to 40. 
Revise the Master of Public Health Core Curriculum, School of Public Health, Chicago

The University of Illinois Chicago Senate, with the recommendation of the School of Public Health, has approved the revision of the core curriculum of the Master of Public Health (MPH). 
The MPH offers nine concentrations (e.g., Biostatistics, Occupational and Environmental Medicine, Health Policy and Administration, Maternal and Child Health). The number of credit hours required to earn the degree ranges from 42 to 56, depending on the concentration. All MPH students complete a core curriculum, including three to four schoolwide courses, a policy course specific to their concentration, an applied practice experience, and a capstone project. In total, students are currently enrolled in 19 to 24 credit hours for the core. 
A recent reaccreditation process and revisions to the Council on Education for Public Health (CEPH) accreditation foundational competencies have led to a reevaluation of the current MPH core curriculum. As a result, a new 22 credit-hour core has been proposed, which will collectively better align with the CEPH competencies. This includes 18 credit hours in didactic courses, a 3 credit-hour applied practice experience, and a 1 credit-hour integrative learning experience. With this revision, all MPH students will participate in the same core and be better prepared for their concentration coursework, their practicum experience, and future job prospects. 
The total number of credit hours needed to earn the degree will continue to vary from 42 to 56 hours depending on the concentration. At this time, the school anticipates that only the concentration in Health Policy and Administration (comprehensive program) will reduce their total credit hours, in this case from 49 to 43. 
Eliminate the Joint Doctor of Pharmacy/Master of Science in Health Informatics, College of Pharmacy, College of Applied Health Sciences, and the Graduate College, Chicago

The University of Illinois Chicago Senate, with the recommendation of the College of Pharmacy, College of Applied Health Sciences, and the Graduate College, has approved the elimination of the Joint Doctor of Pharmacy/Master of Science in Health Informatics.
The joint degree program has been inactive for eight years. It requires Doctor of Pharmacy students to continue for an additional year to complete both programs, which includes taking informatics courses during summer terms. However, students in the College of Pharmacy have indicated they are not interested in extending their time to graduation through taking the extra courses. Given this reluctance, since the joint program’s establishment in 2005, fewer than five students have pursued the necessary coursework, and no students have completed the program. Moreover, due to a faculty retirement, there are no longer any faculty with pharmacy expertise in the department to continue this program.
 In turn, the department has created health informatics certificate programs, which now provide another path for pharmacy students interested in health informatics. These certificate courses can also be applied to the Master of Science in Health Informatics degree, should pharmacy students or alumni wish to pursue this option.
Establish the Minor in Interpersonal and Cultural Communication, 
College of Public Affairs and Education, Springfield

The University of Illinois Springfield Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Public Affairs and Education to establish the minor in Interpersonal and Cultural Communication. The minor provides students with an opportunity to grow their understanding of how to communicate more effectively. Interpersonal skills, such as working effectively in small groups, managing relationships, emotional intelligence, and cultural competency, are among the top skills sought by employers. The minor will allow students to diversify their skill sets and enhance both personal and professional relationships. The 15-hour minor, which will be offered in both on-ground and online formats, consists of a foundation course plus 12 hours of elective courses selected by the student to meet their educational and professional goals.  
Establish the Minor in Strategic Communication and Public Relations, 
College of Public Affairs and Education, Springfield

The University of Illinois Springfield Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Public Affairs and Education to establish the minor in Strategic Communication and Public Relations. Students enrolled in the minor will learn how to influence and shape communication and messages to achieve organizational or personal goals.  While skills in strategic communication and public relations are valuable in nearly every profession, the minor will specifically prepare students for the increasing career opportunities in the field of public relations.  
The 15-hour minor, which will be offered in both on-ground and online formats, consists of a foundation course plus 12 hours of elective courses selected by the student to meet their educational and professional goals. 
 Establish the Minor in Journalism and Media Studies, College of Public Affairs and Education, Springfield

The University of Illinois Springfield Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Public Affairs and Education to establish the minor in Journalism and Media Studies. Students enrolled in the minor will explore the roles of journalism and media in society. The skills of a journalist, such as asking questions, discovering answers, evaluating the quality and trustworthiness of news sources, and sharing that information with the public, are valuable in nearly every profession. The minor will be an effective way to improve media literacy skills and enhance the experiences gained from other degree programs.
The 15-hour minor, which will be offered in both on-ground and online formats, consists of a foundation course plus 12 hours of elective courses selected by the student to meet their educational and professional goals. 
 Revise and Rename the Minor in Communication, 
College of Public Affairs and Education, Springfield

The University of Illinois Springfield Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Public Affairs and Education to revise and rename the minor in Communication. The minor in Communication provides students with an opportunity to learn the essentials of how and why we communicate. Students can choose from courses in a variety of interest areas to supplement coursework from other disciplines. The School of Communication and Media (SCM) in the College of Public Affairs and Education has been engaged in the process of revitalizing the undergraduate communication curriculum since the fall of 2022. As part of this process, SCM proposes to revise the courses required for the minor from 4 to 3 credit hours, which better aligns with Illinois and national communication program structures. The proposed revision expands options for the required foundation course in the minor and changes the name of the minor from Communication to Communication Studies to better align with the structure of the revised undergraduate curriculum. The total number of hours required for the minor, which will continue to be offered in both on-ground and online formats, will be reduced from 16 to 15.
Revise the Bachelor of Arts in Communication, 
College of Public Affairs and Education, Springfield

The University of Illinois Springfield Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Public Affairs and Education to revise the Bachelor of Arts in Communication. The School of Communication and Media (SCM) in the College of Public Affairs and Education has been engaged in the process of revitalizing the curriculum of the Bachelor of Arts in Communication since the fall of 2022. The goal of these efforts has been to build upon the strengths of the current programs while exploring areas for growth while capitalizing on interdisciplinary opportunities across campus. SCM proposes the following substantial and minor revisions to the Bachelor of Arts in Communication. 
SCM currently offers students the opportunity to informally specialize in interpersonal communication or journalism/media studies. The program wishes to expand these opportunities for students by adding a specialization in the emerging field of strategic communication. Strategic communication blends an understanding of media environments and public relations with effective interpersonal skills and the ability to achieve professional goals. Communication as a field is collaborative by its very nature, and this new specialization represents a natural progression of the current course offerings – one that will expand the opportunities available to students without requiring the addition of new courses. These three specializations, along with a general communication studies option, will be formalized as tracks within the degree. 
SCM also proposed to expand the high impacts practices students experience in the program by adding an undergraduate research methods course and a capstone communication course to the current degree requirements and by adding an honors option. An undergraduate research methods course is a recommendation from the National Communication Association for all communication programs and will improve undergraduate students' competitiveness on the job market and in applying for graduate study. The capstone will provide students with a summative experience while providing them with additional means of demonstrating their skills to employers. Students have the option to complete an internship to meet the capstone requirement. For students who wish to enhance their undergraduate experience, SCM proposes the addition of a communication honors option. This high-impact experience would allow students to pursue collaboration with faculty and/or an opportunity to delve further into a specific area of interest. 
SCM values an interdisciplinary approach and has created a structure for the Bachelor of Arts in Communication that permits students to meet some degree requirements by taking courses with related programs. Students will be able to complete 6 credit hours from the track requirements by taking approved courses from partner units across campus. By taking courses with other programs, students will have greater flexibility to create the undergraduate experience that meets their career goals. This flexibility also provides them with more opportunities to complete multiple majors or minors and graduate efficiently. 
SCM wants to reduce the barriers for transfer students in three ways. The proposed changes accomplish this by first, removing the requirement that students take introductory courses in the discipline with the program. Instead, students will be able to transfer equivalent courses to meet these requirements based on Illinois Articulation Initiative (IAI) expectations for those courses. Second, SCM is reducing the course level of several courses, including the foundational courses, to better match state and national norms. Lastly, SCM proposes reducing all undergraduate courses from 4 credit hours to 3 credit hours, which better aligns with Illinois and national communication program structures. These three changes will significantly improve the transfer experience for incoming transfer students. 
The aforementioned changes necessitate adjusting the credit hour requirements of the Bachelor of Arts in Communication from 32 credit hours to 36 credit hours. The program will continue to be offered in both on-ground and online formats. No additional costs are associated with these degree requirement changes. 
Eliminate the Graduate Certificate in Practical Politics, 
College of Public Affairs and Education, Springfield

The University of Illinois Springfield Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Public Affairs and Education to eliminate the graduate certificate in Practical Politics. The 16-hour certificate, which is housed in the School of Politics and International Affairs (SPIA), has not admitted any students or conferred any credentials in more than 10 years. SPIA has shifted its focus to the curricular needs of programs that better align with faculty expertise and student demand, including political science, international and global studies, and public policy. 
Eliminate the Concentration in Child Advocacy and Policy
in the Master of Public Policy, College of Public Affairs and Education, Springfield

The University of Illinois Springfield Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Public Affairs and Education to eliminate the concentration in Child Advocacy and Policy in the Master of Public Policy (MPP). MPP currently offers five concentrations: Child Advocacy and Policy, Education Policy, Health Policy, Policy Analysis, and Social Policy. Not all MPP students choose a concentration, resulting in a small number of students in each concentration. In addition, staffing challenges make it difficult to offer the necessary courses for each concentration. 
The MPP plans to seek accreditation by the Network of Schools of Public Policy, Affairs, and Administration (NASPAA), which requires each concentration to be accredited separately. This requirement would impose a significant workload and financial burden on the School of Public Management and Policy, which houses the MPP. The decision to eliminate the concentration will allow the program to prioritize strengthening the MPP degree and seeking NASPAA accreditation. The MPP will work with students currently admitted to the concentration to ensure they graduate with the concentration prior to its elimination.
Eliminate the Concentration in Education Policy in the Master of Public Policy, 
College of Public Affairs and Education, Springfield

The University of Illinois Springfield Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Public Affairs and Education to eliminate the concentration in Education Policy in the Master of Public Policy (MPP). MPP currently offers five concentrations: Child Advocacy and Policy, Education Policy, Health Policy, Policy Analysis, and Social Policy. Not all MPP students choose a concentration, resulting in a small number of students in each concentration. In addition, staffing challenges make it difficult to offer the necessary courses for each concentration. 
The MPP plans to seek accreditation by the Network of Schools of Public Policy, Affairs, and Administration (NASPAA), which requires each concentration to be accredited separately. This requirement would impose a significant workload and financial burden on the School of Public Management and Policy, which houses the MPP. The decision to eliminate the concentration will allow the program to prioritize strengthening the MPP degree and seeking NASPAA accreditation. The MPP will work with students currently admitted to the concentration to ensure they graduate with the concentration prior to its elimination.
Eliminate the Concentration in Health Policy in the Master of Public Policy, 
College of Public Affairs and Education, Springfield

The University of Illinois Springfield Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Public Affairs and Education to eliminate the concentration in Health Policy in the Master of Public Policy (MPP). MPP currently offers five concentrations: Child Advocacy and Policy, Education Policy, Health Policy, Policy Analysis, and Social Policy. Not all MPP students choose a concentration, resulting in a small number of students in each concentration. In addition, staffing challenges make it difficult to offer the necessary courses for each concentration. 
The MPP plans to seek accreditation by the Network of Schools of Public Policy, Affairs, and Administration (NASPAA), which requires each concentration to be accredited separately. This requirement would impose a significant workload and financial burden on the School of Public Management and Policy, which houses the MPP. The decision to eliminate the concentration will allow the program to prioritize strengthening the MPP degree and seeking NASPAA accreditation. The MPP will work with students currently admitted to the concentration to ensure they graduate with the concentration prior to its elimination.
Eliminate the Concentration in Policy Analysis in the Master of Public Policy, 
College of Public Affairs and Education, Springfield

The University of Illinois Springfield Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Public Affairs and Education to eliminate the concentration in Policy Analysis in the Master of Public Policy (MPP). MPP currently offers five concentrations: Child Advocacy and Policy, Education Policy, Health Policy, Policy Analysis, and Social Policy. Not all MPP students choose a concentration, resulting in a small number of students in each concentration. In addition, staffing challenges make it difficult to offer the necessary courses for each concentration. 
The MPP plans to seek accreditation by the Network of Schools of Public Policy, Affairs, and Administration (NASPAA), which requires each concentration to be accredited separately. This requirement would impose a significant workload and financial burden on the School of Public Management and Policy, which houses the MPP. The decision to eliminate the concentration will allow the program to prioritize strengthening the MPP degree and seeking NASPAA accreditation. The MPP will work with students currently admitted to the concentration to ensure they graduate with the concentration prior to its elimination.
Eliminate the Concentration in Social Policy in the Master of Public Policy, 
College of Public Affairs and Education, Springfield

The University of Illinois Springfield Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Public Affairs and Education to eliminate the concentration in Social Policy in the Master of Public Policy (MPP). MPP currently offers five concentrations: Child Advocacy and Policy, Education Policy, Health Policy, Policy Analysis, and Social Policy. Not all MPP students choose a concentration, resulting in a small number of students in each concentration. In addition, staffing challenges make it difficult to offer the necessary courses for each concentration. 
The MPP plans to seek accreditation by the Network of Schools of Public Policy, Affairs, and Administration (NASPAA), which requires each concentration to be accredited separately. This requirement would impose a significant workload and financial burden on the School of Public Management and Policy, which houses the MPP. The decision to eliminate the concentration will allow the program to prioritize strengthening the MPP degree and seeking NASPAA accreditation. The MPP will work with students currently admitted to the concentration to ensure they graduate with the concentration prior to its elimination.


