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PRESIDENT’S REPORT ON ACTIONS OF THE SENATE

Establish the Concentration in Bioprocess Engineering and Industrial Biotechnology in the Bachelor of Science in Agricultural and Biological Engineering, College of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences, Urbana

The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences to establish the concentration in Bioprocess Engineering and Industrial Biotechnology in the Bachelor of Science in Agricultural and Biological Engineering (BS in ABE). Ongoing discussions with students, employers, alumni, and faculty indicate there is confusion regarding the capabilities of students graduating from the program with the existing structure. Feedback from the Academic Program Review and from the Accreditation Board for Engineering and Technology (ABET) both noted that the curriculum had not been updated for several years. The proposed revision, described in this and other companion report items, to eliminate the two existing concentrations (Agricultural Engineering and Biological Engineering) and establish six new, more distinctive concentrations (Bioprocess Engineering and Industrial Biotechnology, Off-Highway Vehicle and Equipment Engineering, Renewable Energy Systems Engineering, Soil and Water Resources Engineering, Sustainable Ecological and Environmental Systems Engineering, and Synthetic Biological Engineering) respond to the need to update the program and more clearly articulate the unique capabilities desired by employers and students. The ABE major will be revised to provide more cohesive progression of introductory fundamental ABE courses during years one and two followed by distinctive concentrations in focused career fields. Current students will be able to graduate in the existing concentration in which they are enrolled, or they may choose to switch to one of the new concentrations.
The concentration in Bioprocess Engineering and Industrial Biotechnology provides training to students in fundamental areas of engineering with applications to complex biological and agricultural materials for the purpose of producing food, biofuels, biochemicals, and other bioproducts from biological materials. 
Establish the Concentration in Off-Highway Vehicle and Equipment Engineering in the Bachelor of Science in Agricultural and Biological Engineering, College of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences, Urbana

The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences to establish the concentration in Off-Highway Vehicle and Equipment Engineering in the Bachelor of Science in Agricultural and Biological Engineering (BS in ABE). Ongoing discussions with students, employers, alumni, and faculty indicate there is confusion regarding the capabilities of students graduating from the program with the existing structure. Feedback from the Academic Program Review and from the Accreditation Board for Engineering and Technology (ABET) both noted that the curriculum had not been updated for several years. The proposed revision, described in this and other companion report items, to eliminate the two existing concentrations (Agricultural Engineering and Biological Engineering) and establish six new, more distinctive concentrations (Bioprocess Engineering and Industrial Biotechnology, Off-Highway Vehicle and Equipment Engineering, Renewable Energy Systems Engineering, Soil and Water Resources Engineering, Sustainable Ecological and Environmental Systems Engineering, and Synthetic Biological Engineering) respond to the need to update the program and more clearly articulate the unique capabilities desired by employers and students. The ABE major will be revised to provide more cohesive progression of introductory fundamental ABE courses during years one and two followed by distinctive concentrations in focused career fields. Current students will be able to graduate in the existing concentration in which they are enrolled, or they may choose to switch to one of the new concentrations.
The concentration in Off-Highway Vehicle and Equipment Engineering provides training to students in fundamental areas of engineering with applications to machine designs that interact and operate within unique situations encountered in soil tillage, crop production, harvesting, construction, and postharvest processing.
Establish the Concentration in Renewable Energy Systems Engineering in the Bachelor of Science in Agricultural and Biological Engineering, College of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences, Urbana

The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences to establish the concentration in Renewable Energy Systems Engineering in the Bachelor of Science in Agricultural and Biological Engineering (BS in ABE). Ongoing discussions with students, employers, alumni, and faculty indicate there is confusion regarding the capabilities of students graduating from the program with the existing structure. Feedback from the Academic Program Review and from the Accreditation Board for Engineering and Technology (ABET) both noted that the curriculum had not been updated for several years. The proposed revision, described in this and other companion report items, to eliminate the two existing concentrations (Agricultural Engineering and Biological Engineering) and establish six new, more distinctive concentrations (Bioprocess Engineering and Industrial Biotechnology, Off-Highway Vehicle and Equipment Engineering, Renewable Energy Systems Engineering, Soil and Water Resources Engineering, Sustainable Ecological and Environmental Systems Engineering, and Synthetic Biological Engineering) respond to the need to update the program and more clearly articulate the unique capabilities desired by employers and students. The ABE major will be revised to provide more cohesive progression of introductory fundamental ABE courses during years one and two followed by distinctive concentrations in focused career fields. Current students will be able to graduate in the existing concentration in which they are enrolled, or they may choose to switch to one of the new concentrations.
The concentration in Renewable Energy Systems Engineering concentration provides training to students in fundamental areas of engineering with applications to a diverse array of systems involving design and production of energy from wind, solar, and biofuel sources.
Establish the Concentration in Soil and Water Resources Engineering in the Bachelor of Science in Agricultural and Biological Engineering, College of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences, Urbana

The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences to establish the concentration in Soil and Water Resources Engineering in the Bachelor of Science in Agricultural and Biological Engineering (BS in ABE). Ongoing discussions with students, employers, alumni, and faculty indicate there is confusion regarding the capabilities of students graduating from the program with the existing structure. Feedback from the Academic Program Review and from the Accreditation Board for Engineering and Technology (ABET) both noted that the curriculum had not been updated for several years. The proposed revision, described in this and other companion report items, to eliminate the two existing concentrations (Agricultural Engineering and Biological Engineering) and establish six new, more distinctive concentrations (Bioprocess Engineering and Industrial Biotechnology, Off-Highway Vehicle and Equipment Engineering, Renewable Energy Systems Engineering, Soil and Water Resources Engineering, Sustainable Ecological and Environmental Systems Engineering, and Synthetic Biological Engineering) respond to the need to update the program and more clearly articulate the unique capabilities desired by employers and students. The ABE major will be revised to provide more cohesive progression of introductory fundamental ABE courses during years one and two followed by distinctive concentrations in focused career fields. Current students will be able to graduate in the existing concentration in which they are enrolled, or they may choose to switch to one of the new concentrations.
The concentration in Soil and Water Resources Engineering provides training to students in fundamental areas of engineering with applications to measure, manage, and control movement of water, nutrients, and sediment in crop production systems, wetlands, and other agricultural and biological environments.


Establish the Concentration in Sustainable Ecological and Environmental Systems Engineering in the Bachelor of Science in Agricultural and Biological Engineering, College of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences, Urbana

The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences to establish the concentration in Sustainable Ecological and Environmental Systems Engineering in the Bachelor of Science in Agricultural and Biological Engineering (BS in ABE). Ongoing discussions with students, employers, alumni, and faculty indicate there is confusion regarding the capabilities of students graduating from the program with the existing structure. Feedback from the Academic Program Review and from the Accreditation Board for Engineering and Technology (ABET) both noted that the curriculum had not been updated for several years. The proposed revision, described in this and other companion report items, to eliminate the two existing concentrations (Agricultural Engineering and Biological Engineering) and establish six new, more distinctive concentrations (Bioprocess Engineering and Industrial Biotechnology, Off-Highway Vehicle and Equipment Engineering, Renewable Energy Systems Engineering, Soil and Water Resources Engineering, Sustainable Ecological and Environmental Systems Engineering, and Synthetic Biological Engineering) respond to the need to update the program and more clearly articulate the unique capabilities desired by employers and students. The ABE major will be revised to provide more cohesive progression of introductory fundamental ABE courses during years one and two followed by distinctive concentrations in focused career fields. Current students will be able to graduate in the existing concentration in which they are enrolled, or they may choose to switch to one of the new concentrations.
The concentration in Sustainable Ecological and Environmental Systems Engineering provides training to students in fundamental areas of engineering with applications to natural and manmade systems involving humans, plants, and animals.
Establish the Concentration in Synthetic Biological Engineering in the Bachelor of Science in Agricultural and Biological Engineering, College of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences, Urbana

The Urbana-Champaign Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences to establish the concentration in Synthetic Biological Engineering in the Bachelor of Science in Agricultural and Biological Engineering (BS in ABE). Ongoing discussions with students, employers, alumni, and faculty indicate there is confusion regarding the capabilities of students graduating from the program with the existing structure. Feedback from the Academic Program Review and from the Accreditation Board for Engineering and Technology (ABET) both noted that the curriculum had not been updated for several years. The proposed revision, described in this and other companion report items, to eliminate the two existing concentrations (Agricultural Engineering and Biological Engineering) and establish six new, more distinctive concentrations (Bioprocess Engineering and Industrial Biotechnology, Off-Highway Vehicle and Equipment Engineering, Renewable Energy Systems Engineering, Soil and Water Resources Engineering, Sustainable Ecological and Environmental Systems Engineering, and Synthetic Biological Engineering) respond to the need to update the program and more clearly articulate the unique capabilities desired by employers and students. The ABE major will be revised to provide more cohesive progression of introductory fundamental ABE courses during years one and two followed by distinctive concentrations in focused career fields. Current students will be able to graduate in the existing concentration in which they are enrolled, or they may choose to switch to one of the new concentrations.
The concentration in Synthetic Biological Engineering combines fundamental areas of engineering and biology with applications to a broad array of topics such as nanomaterials, microbiology, and plant and animal production.
Establish the Concentration in Illustration in the Bachelor of Fine Arts in Studio Art, Major in Studio Art, College of Fine and Applied Arts, Urbana

The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Fine and Applied Arts to establish the concentration in Illustration in the Bachelor of Fine Arts in Studio Art, major in Studio Art (BFASA). This concentration will provide students with rigorous training in the necessary practical skills in drawing, painting, layout design, and visual storytelling; investigations of new business models and best practices within a collaborative and interdisciplinary industry; and a path to understanding themselves as makers in the creative process. The popularity of serialized published intellectual property in film and gaming has driven interests in and access to diverse creators in industry across editorial, publishing, fashion illustration, fine art, advertising, animation, visual development, surface design, gaming, film, platforms across social media and virtual reality, and a growing non-fungible token (NFT) market. The concentration in Illustration will allow interested students to explore these pictorial narrative practices in preparation to meet the demands for distinct intellectual property that reflects current aesthetics, concerns, and matters.
Rename and Revise the Concentration in Digital Environments for Learning, Teaching and Agency in the Bachelor of Science in Learning and Education Studies, College of Education, Urbana

The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Education to rename and revise the concentration in Digital Environments for Learning, Teaching and Agency in the Bachelor of Science in Learning and Education Studies. The proposed name, “educational technology,” better conveys the numerous ways that technology is relevant to educational practice, including designing new technologies to address specific learning and teaching needs as well as the application of existing technologies and understanding the cognitive and social effects of using technology in educational contexts. The name is also a recognizable term associated with a distinct job sector in the United States and it is used at other institutions in similar programs. In addition to changing the concentration name to “education technology,” the proposed revisions include updates to the coursework that comprises the concentration to accurately reflect current offerings. 
Rename and Revise the Concentration in General Studio Art in the Bachelor of Fine Arts in Studio Art, Major in Studio Art, College of Fine and Applied Arts, Urbana

The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Fine and Applied Arts to rename and revise the concentration in General Studio Art in the Bachelor of Fine Arts in Studio Art (BFASA), major in Studio Art. The proposed name “interdisciplinary practice” is more specific and applicable than the current concentration name, “general studio art.” Contemporary art practice and discourse uses the term “interdisciplinary practice” to describe art and practice reflecting a mixed media approach to making, in contrast to an artist or art practice that is discipline specific. A more specific concentration name was also recommended as part of the National Association of Schools of Art and Design’s (NASAD) external evaluation that is part of the School of Art and Design’s ten-year reaccreditation. Curricular revisions to the concentration, which involve providing more interdisciplinary courses at the 300- and 400-level, are also being done in part to respond to NASAD external evaluation recommendations.
Revise the Doctor of Audiology in Audiology, College of Applied Health Sciences and the Graduate College, Urbana

The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Applied Health Sciences and the Graduate College to revise the Doctor of Audiology in Audiology (AuD). These revisions include changing program-required courses that are currently four credit hours to three credit hours in alignment with university guidelines on contact hours and the federal definition of a credit hour. Additionally, the graduate-level statistics course requirement has been removed as has the elective courses requirement. The required clinical practicum hours have increased, the clinical practicum externship course is required for at least a total of twelve credit hours, and the capstone course requirement has been reduced to four credit hours. These revisions change the total hours required for the program from 112 to 96. Current students in their fourth year will complete the program before the changes go into effect. Those in their second or third year of the program will remain on the existing curriculum to be able to complete the program without disruption. First-year students and incoming students will follow the new curriculum requirements, which align with the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association’s Council for Clinical Certification (CFCC) in Audiology and Speech Pathology competencies required for clinical certification.
Revise the Master of Sustainable Urban Design, Major in Sustainable Urban Design, College of Fine and Applied Arts and the Graduate College, Urbana

The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Fine and Applied Arts and the Graduate College to revise the Master of Sustainable Urban Design, major in Sustainable Urban Design. The original approval of this program was for 36 credit hours. However, a required course, Landscape Architecture 589, was developed as a four credit hour course instead of the program-approved three credit hours. This revision corrects the Academic Catalog’s Program of Study listing to accurately reflect the number of hours required for that course and thus changes the listing’s total number of hours required for the program to 37 instead of 36.
Eliminate the Concentration in Painting in the Master of Fine Arts in Art and Design, College of Fine and Applied Arts and the Graduate College, Urbana

The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Fine and Applied Arts and the Graduate College to eliminate via phasedown the concentration in Painting in the Master of Fine Arts in Art and Design. The elimination of the existing concentrations (Painting, Photography, Printmaking, and Sculpture) within the MFA in Art and Design is a necessary step to align the program with current curriculum and objectives. The learning objectives for these four concentrations are identical, and admission to a concentration has been a designation in name only. The MFA program has long served students seeking graduate-level education in the visual arts rather than those seeking immersion in a program defined by a single, medium-specific curriculum. Students in the program work with faculty who specialize in all mediums. Companion report items seek elimination of the other three concentrations. Students currently enrolled in the existing concentrations will be able to continue and graduate within that concentration. There is no impact on faculty, staff, facilities, or resources.
Eliminate the Concentration in Photography in the Master of Fine Arts in Art and Design, College of Fine and Applied Arts and the Graduate College, Urbana

The Urbana-Champaign Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Fine and Applied Arts and the Graduate College to eliminate via phasedown the concentration in Photography in the Master of Fine Arts in Art and Design. The elimination of the existing concentrations (Painting, Photography, Printmaking, and Sculpture) within the MFA in Art and Design is a necessary step to align the program with current curriculum and objectives. The learning objectives for these four concentrations are identical, and admission to a concentration has been a designation in name only. The MFA program has long served students seeking graduate-level education in the visual arts rather than those seeking immersion in a program defined by a single, medium-specific curriculum. Students in the program work with faculty who specialize in all mediums. Companion report items seek elimination of the other three concentrations. Students currently enrolled in the existing concentrations will be able to continue and graduate within that concentration. There is no impact on faculty, staff, facilities, or resources.
Eliminate the Concentration in Printmaking in the Master of Fine Arts in Art and Design, College of Fine and Applied Arts and the Graduate College, Urbana

The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Fine and Applied Arts and the Graduate College to eliminate via phasedown the concentration in Printmaking in the Master of Fine Arts in Art and Design. The elimination of the existing concentrations (Painting, Photography, Printmaking, and Sculpture) within the MFA in Art and Design is a necessary step to align the program with current curriculum and objectives. The learning objectives for these four concentrations are identical, and admission to a concentration has been a designation in name only. The MFA program has long served students seeking graduate-level education in the visual arts rather than those seeking immersion in a program defined by a single, medium-specific curriculum. Students in the program work with faculty who specialize in all mediums. Companion report items seek elimination of the other three concentrations. Students currently enrolled in the existing concentrations will be able to continue and graduate within that concentration. There is no impact on faculty, staff, facilities, or resources.
Eliminate the Concentration in Sculpture in the Master of Fine Arts in Art and Design, College of Fine and Applied Arts and the Graduate College, Urbana

The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Fine and Applied Arts and the Graduate College to eliminate via phasedown the concentration in Sculpture in the Master of Fine Arts in Art and Design. The elimination of the existing concentrations (Painting, Photography, Printmaking, and Sculpture) within the MFA in Art and Design is a necessary step to align the program with current curriculum and objectives. The learning objectives for these four concentrations are identical, and admission to a concentration has been a designation in name only. The MFA program has long served students seeking graduate-level education in the visual arts rather than those seeking immersion in a program defined by a single, medium-specific curriculum. Students in the program work with faculty who specialize in all mediums. Companion report items seek elimination of the other three concentrations. Students currently enrolled in the existing concentrations will be able to continue and graduate within that concentration. There is no impact on faculty, staff, facilities, or resources.
Eliminate the Concentration in Agricultural Engineering in the Bachelor of Science in Agricultural and Biological Engineering, College of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences, Urbana

The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences to eliminate via phasedown the concentration in Agricultural Engineering in the Bachelor of Science in Agricultural and Biological Engineering (BS in ABE). Ongoing discussions with students, employers, alumni, and faculty indicate there is confusion regarding the capabilities of students graduating from the program with the existing structure. Feedback from the Academic Program Review and from the Accreditation Board for Engineering and Technology (ABET) both noted that the curriculum had not been updated for several years. The proposed revision, described in this and other companion report items, to eliminate the two existing concentrations (Agricultural Engineering and Biological Engineering) and establish six new, more distinctive concentrations (Bioprocess Engineering and Industrial Biotechnology, Off-Highway Vehicle and Equipment Engineering, Renewable Energy Systems Engineering, Soil and Water Resources Engineering, Sustainable Ecological and Environmental Systems Engineering, and Synthetic Biological Engineering) respond to the need to update the program and more clearly articulate the unique capabilities desired by employers and students. The ABE major will be revised to provide more cohesive progression of introductory fundamental ABE courses during years one and two followed by distinctive concentrations in focused career fields. Current students will be able to graduate in the existing concentration in which they are enrolled, or they may choose to switch to one of the new concentrations.
Eliminate the Concentration in Biological Engineering in the Bachelor of Science in Agricultural and Biological Engineering, College of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences, Urbana

The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Agricultural, Consumer and Environmental Sciences to eliminate via phasedown the concentration in Biological Engineering in the Bachelor of Science in Agricultural and Biological Engineering (BS in ABE). Ongoing discussions with students, employers, alumni, and faculty indicate there is confusion regarding the capabilities of students graduating from the program with the existing structure. Feedback from the Academic Program Review and from the Accreditation Board for Engineering and Technology (ABET) both noted that the curriculum had not been updated for several years. The proposed revision, described in this and other companion report items, to eliminate the two existing concentrations (Agricultural Engineering and Biological Engineering) and establish six new, more distinctive concentrations (Bioprocess Engineering and Industrial Biotechnology, Off-Highway Vehicle and Equipment Engineering, Renewable Energy Systems Engineering, Soil and Water Resources Engineering, Sustainable Ecological and Environmental Systems Engineering, and Synthetic Biological Engineering) respond to the need to update the program and more clearly articulate the unique capabilities desired by employers and students. The ABE major will be revised to provide more cohesive progression of introductory fundamental ABE courses during years one and two followed by distinctive concentrations in focused career fields. Current students will be able to graduate in the existing concentration in which they are enrolled, or they may choose to switch to one of the new concentrations.
Establish the Joint Bachelor of Science in Computer Engineering/Master of Science in Electrical and Computer Engineering, College of Engineering and the Graduate College, Chicago

The University of Illinois Chicago Senate, with the recommendation of the College of Engineering and the Graduate College, has approved the establishment of the Joint Bachelor of Science in Computer Engineering/Master of Science in Electrical and Computer Engineering.
The Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering proposes to establish a joint degree program, involving the Bachelor of Science in Computer Engineering and the Master of Science in Electrical and Computer Engineering (coursework-only option). Earned separately, the degrees require 164 credit hours over six years, while the joint degree program will share 8 credit hours for a total of 156 credit hours over five years. Students will be able to apply in their third year, after having taken a suitable number of core engineering courses and having maintained a minimum institutional GPA. During their fourth year, students will begin to take graduate-level courses. Many of the department’s strongest students go on to attend graduate school, either immediately or within a few years of their undergraduate degree. In establishing the joint degree program, the department will retain some of its best students, and students will be able to complete the two degrees in five years, reducing the financial cost to students.
Establish the Joint Bachelor of Science in Electrical Engineering/Master of Science in Electrical and Computer Engineering, College of Engineering and the Graduate College, Chicago

The University of Illinois Chicago Senate, with the recommendation of the College of Engineering and Graduate College, has approved the establishment of the joint Bachelor of Science in Electrical Engineering/Master of Science in Electrical and Computer Engineering.
The Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering proposes to establish a joint degree program, involving the Bachelor of Science in Electrical Engineering and the Master of Science in Electrical and Computer Engineering (coursework-only option). Earned separately the degrees require 164 credit hours over six years, while the joint degree program will share 8 credit hours for a total of 156 credit hours over five years. Students will be able to apply in their third year, after having taken a suitable number of core engineering courses and having maintained a minimum institutional GPA. During their fourth year, students will begin to take graduate-level courses. Many of the department’s strongest students go on to attend graduate school, either immediately or within a few years of their undergraduate degree. In establishing the joint degree program, the department will retain some of its best students, and students will be able to complete the two degrees in five years, reducing the financial cost to students.
Establish the Joint Bachelor of Science in Engineering Physics/Master of Science in Electrical and Computer Engineering, College of Engineering and the Graduate College, Chicago

The University of Illinois Chicago Senate, with the recommendation of the College of Engineering and the Graduate College, has approved the establishment of the joint Bachelor of Science in Engineering Physics/Master of Science in Electrical and Computer Engineering.
The Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering proposes to establish a joint degree program, involving the Bachelor of Science in Engineering Physics and the Master of Science in Electrical and Computer Engineering (coursework-only option). Earned separately the degrees require 164 credit hours over six years, while the joint degree program will share 8 credit hours for a total of 156 credit hours over five years. Students will be able to apply in their third year, after having taken a suitable number of core engineering courses and having maintained a minimum institutional GPA. During their fourth year, students will begin to take graduate-level courses. Many of the department’s strongest students go on to attend graduate school, either immediately or within a few years of their undergraduate degree. In establishing the joint degree program, the department will retain some of its best students, and students will be able to complete the two degrees in five years, reducing the financial cost to students.
Establish the Concentration in Nurse Anesthesia in the Doctor of Nursing Practice, College of Nursing, Chicago

The University of Illinois Chicago Senate, with the recommendation of the College of Nursing, has approved the establishment of the concentration in Nurse Anesthesia in the Doctor of Nursing Practice.
The Doctor of Nursing Practice is designed for professional nurses seeking a terminal degree with a focus on clinical or administrative practice. The curriculum prepares advanced nursing clinicians who are able to address complex care needs. Currently, the degree has 12 focus areas leading to advanced practice roles or systems-focused roles. These focus areas are transcripted as concentrations. 
The College of Nursing now proposes to establish the concentration in Nurse Anesthesia. Certified registered nurse anesthetists are board certified, advanced practice nurses who play a crucial role in the healthcare system by providing anesthesia and related care before, during, and after medical procedures. Over the course of 36 months, students in this concentration will complete a total of 114 credit hours. This includes 33 credit hours in core courses for the degree, 10 credit hours in the advanced practice registered nurse core, and 13 new focus area courses (71 credit hours) that will be offered under a new nurse anesthesia (NUNA) course subject.
Establish the Public Health Foundations Campus Certificate, School of Public Health, Chicago
The University of Illinois Chicago Senate, with the recommendation of the School of Public Health, has approved the establishment of the Public Health Foundations Campus Certificate.
The primary goal of the Public Health Foundations Campus Certificate is to provide an off-ramp for existing Master of Public Health (MPH) students who do not complete the degree. The certificate will be restricted to students currently enrolled in the MPH, including existing joint degree students. The certificate courses are part of the core completed by all MPH students. Specifically, the certificate will require 14 credit hours, including two required courses and an additional choice between a research methods course and a pair of courses addressing the same content. Students can complete the courses in an online, in-person, or hybrid format.
Establish the Minor in Research Design and Data Analysis, College of Urban Planning and Public Affairs, Chicago

The University of Illinois Chicago Senate, with the recommendation of the College of Urban Planning and Public Affairs, has approved the establishment of the minor in Research Design and Data Analysis.
The minor will be offered by the Department of Public Policy, Management, and Analytics. Students in the program will be taught to design and apply data-driven solutions to public problems faced by government agencies and nonprofits. The minor serves to expand research methods instruction across the public policy curriculum and other undergraduate curriculum, such as communications, economics, and political science, complementing new courses in programming and data analysis and research methods. The undergraduate minor is also directed at diversity deficits in the research and data analysis field, helping to develop a more diverse group of students with proven data skills and interests in research methods from all disciplines.
The proposed curriculum combines coursework in practical and theoretical foundations of coding, data collection, management, analysis, visualization, and research design. The minor will be 15-17 credit hours total, with two required courses and three selective courses.
Revise the Master of Science in Kinesiology, College of Applied Health Sciences and Graduate College, Chicago

The University of Illinois Chicago Senate, with the recommendation of the College of Applied Health Sciences and the Graduate College, has approved the revision of the Master of Science in Kinesiology.
The Master of Science in Kinesiology currently requires 40 credit hours for the coursework-only option and 32 credit hours for the project and thesis options. The proposed revision will set the size of the program at 36 credit hours across all tracks, which will align the program with degree programs offered at most peer institutions. As students in the program typically complete the 40-credit-hour coursework-only option (with only 1-2 students per year pursuing the other tracks), this revision will reduce the length of the program and the cost of completing it for nearly all students.
Revise the Advanced Certificate in Orthodontics and Revise the Advanced Certificate in Orthodontics/Master of Science in Oral Sciences Dual Degree Program, College of Dentistry, Chicago

The University of Illinois Chicago Senate, with the recommendation of the College of Dentistry, has approved the revision of the Advanced Certificate in Orthodontics and the revision of the Advanced Certificate in Orthodontics/Master of Science in Oral Sciences dual degree program.
The Advanced Specialty in Orthodontics and Dentofacial Orthopedics training program is completed over 34 months, with students earning both the Advanced Certificate in Orthodontics and the Master of Science in Oral Sciences. The program emphasizes clinical proficiency, while maintaining a didactic component culminating in a thesis project. Currently, the dual program requires 131 credit hours, with 95 credit hours dedicated to specialty training (i.e., the certificate) and 36 credit hours associated with the MS in Oral Sciences. The department will now reduce the program length from 34 months to 30 months. Accordingly, the curriculum will be reduced to 116 credit hours (84 for the training, and 32 for the MS in Oral Sciences). The total number of clinical hours will also be reduced to 3,750 (well above the minimum number of clinical hours required by accreditation). It should be noted that these proposed changes were put forward within a recent accreditation review by the Commission on Dental Accreditation, and the renewed accreditation status was granted with the understanding that these revisions would take place.
Revise the Bachelor of Arts in Urban Studies and Establish Eight Concentrations, College of Urban Planning and Public Affairs, Chicago
The University of Illinois Chicago Senate, with the recommendation of the College of Urban Planning and Public Affairs, has approved the revision of the Bachelor of Arts in Urban Studies and the establishment of eight concentrations.
The Department of Urban Planning and Policy is revising the Bachelor of Arts in Urban Studies by: (a) reducing the core course requirement from 13 courses (39 credit hours) to 11 courses (33 credit hours); and (b) reducing the total selective requirements from 7 courses (21 credit hours) to 4 courses (12 credit hours). As a result, the total credit hours for the major will decrease from 60 to 45. Two core courses will also be revised to focus more on climate change and environmental sustainability.
Additionally, the proposal will organize the degree’s selective courses into eight concentrations and require students to declare a concentration by the spring semester of their junior year. The concentrations will include: Urban Data Analytics; Urban Environments and Climate Change; City Design and Infrastructure; Healthy Cities and Social Welfare; Diverse and Just Cities; Urban Economies; Community Building and Organizing; and a self-designed option.
As a result of these changes, students will take 15 additional credit hours in electives. As such, the total credit hours needed to earn the degree will remain 120.
Eliminate the Minor in the Teaching of Physics, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, Chicago

The University of Illinois Chicago Senate, with the recommendation of the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, has approved the elimination of the minor in the Teaching of Physics. 
The Department of Physics proposes the elimination of the minor in the Teaching of Physics (along with the elimination of the Bachelor of Science in the Teaching of Physics). Both the minor and the major were suspended effective Fall 2015 due to low enrollment and have since been inactive. Moreover, changes made to the Illinois Professional Educator License would require significant revisions to the existing curriculum in order to relaunch the minor. The Department of Physics does not currently have the faculty to sustain coursework related to the additional requirements for teacher education, nor the ability to support a resource-intensive program in this area.
Eliminate the Secondary Concentration in Water Quality and Health in the Master of Public Health, School of Public Health, Chicago

The University of Illinois Chicago Senate, with the recommendation of the School of Public Health, has approved the elimination of the secondary concentration in Water Quality and Health in the Master of Public Health. 
The Division of Environmental and Occupational Health Sciences is eliminating the secondary concentration in Water Quality and Health within the Master of Public Health due to low enrollment. The concentration is one of five secondary concentrations under environmental and occupational health sciences. Within the past 5 years, only 6 students have completed the secondary concentration in Water Quality and Health. Although the concentration will no longer be available, its core classes will continue to be selective options for students pursuing the generalist concentration in Environmental and Occupational Health Sciences.
Establish the Graduate Certificate in Business Applications of Artificial Intelligence,
College of Business and Management, Springfield

The University of Illinois Springfield Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Business and Management to establish the Graduate Certificate in Business Applications of Artificial Intelligence (AI). The market for AI professionals is expanding rapidly, with diverse industries recognizing the value of AI in optimizing operations, automating routine tasks, and extracting insights from large data sets. There is currently a high demand for AI professionals to implement and manage AI solutions and continued rapid expansion of AI capabilities is expected to increase this demand. 
The Graduate Certificate in Business Applications of AI is crafted to empower graduates to meet and harness these evolving career opportunities within AI by providing students with essential AI skills tailored for business needs, such as: 
· Basic principles of AI and related concepts
· Practical programming skills for AI applications, including data access, retrieval and analysis
· AI techniques and models to address business challenges and enhance decision-making
· Ethical, privacy, societal, and commercial implications of integrating AI technologies within business contexts

The proposed 9-hour graduate certificate, which will be offered in both on-ground and online formats, will be housed in the Department of Management Information Systems (MIS) and consist of existing courses in the Master of Science in MIS program. Because the courses required for the certificate are currently taught for the graduate degree program, no additional funding or resources are required to implement the new certificate. 
With the recent rapid development in the field of AI, the certificate program is expected to be of interest to students in business and non-business fields who wish to enhance job market competitiveness and career advancement opportunities by acquiring key AI knowledge. Students can complete the certificate as part of the MIS graduate program, as part of another UIS graduate program, or as a stand-alone post-baccalaureate certificate. It is expected the certificate program may boost enrollment in the MIS master’s program, as some stand-alone certificate students may decide to pursue the MIS graduate degree.  
Establish the Graduate Certificate in Digital Forensics,
College of Business and Management, Springfield

The University of Illinois Springfield Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Business and Management to establish the Graduate Certificate in Digital Forensics, which will provide students with fundamental knowledge and skills essential for becoming a digital investigator. The certificate program will provide students with knowledge and skills in digital forensics, such as: 
· Fundamental data communications and computer networking concepts
· Corporate computer security principles and technologies
· Digital forensic procedures and techniques
· Basic digital forensic investigations

There is high demand for digital forensics professionals, driven by the increasing frequency and sophistication of cybercrimes and the growing importance of data security and privacy. Organizations across various sectors, including law enforcement, government agencies, corporations, and legal firms, seek digital forensics professionals to safeguard their digital assets, investigate cybercrimes, and ensure data privacy and security. 
The proposed nine-hour graduate certificate, which will be offered in both on-ground and online formats, will be housed in the Department of Management Information Systems and consists of existing courses in the Master of Science in Cybersecurity Management program. Because the courses required for the certificate are currently taught for the graduate degree program, no additional funding or resources are required to implement the new certificate. Students may work on the certificate part time as a stand-alone post-baccalaureate certificate or complete it as part of the MS in Cybersecurity Management. It is expected the certificate program may boost enrollment in the cybersecurity management master’s program, as some stand-alone certificate students may decide to continue on to pursue the full graduate degree.  
 Revise the Master of Science in Computer Science,
College of Health, Science, and Technology, Springfield

The University of Illinois Springfield Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Health, Science, and Technology to revise the Master of Science in Computer Science. The proposed revisions include migrating the program’s existing elective-based curriculum to a structured curriculum focusing on core areas and add both breadth and depth requirements to the degree program. 
	The breadth requirement will provide students with a broad and firm grounding in computer science as a discipline. Under this requirement, students must complete three courses (12 credit hours), each from a different area, from the following core areas: software engineering and algorithms, artificial intelligence and data science, cybersecurity, systems and networking, and electives. The depth requirement, which will ensure students have studied a particular area in detail and in an area of specialization, will require students to complete three courses (12 credit hours) in one core area with at least two of those courses at the 500-level.
Additional changes to the degree program include the addition of two new courses, as well as updating current course descriptions and advising guides to document how existing course and program requirements will fit into and count toward the degree under the new curricular structure. The number of hours required to complete the degree will remain the same at 32 credit hours and the program will continue to be offered in both on-ground and online delivery formats.
The proposed curriculum changes reflect the current state and trends in graduate curriculum design in computer science as well as the expectations and standards of the computer science community. The proposed updates will enhance the quality and rigor of the graduate program, providing a well-rounded and specialized graduate curriculum that prepares students for specialized roles in industry, academia, or research. 
No additional resources are required to implement the proposed program revisions. 







