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	Board Meeting
	July 16, 2026


APPROVE MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING WITH 
UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS FOUNDATION


Action:	Approve Memorandum of Understanding with University of Illinois Foundation

Funding:	No new funding required

The president of the University of Illinois System recommends approval of the attached updated Memorandum of Understanding between the Board of Trustees of the University of Illinois (University) and the University of Illinois Foundation. University of Illinois System and its three universities and the University of Illinois Foundation (Foundation) collaborate closely in support of the University’s mission, strategic priorities, and advancement efforts. The Board of Trustees approved a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the Foundation on November 9, 2006, which established a framework for this relationship, including the coordination of development and advancement activities, joint appointments and roles for certain employees, and various other rights and obligations of the parties.
Given the passage of nearly 20 years since the execution of the existing MOU, the University and the Foundation have undertaken a joint review of the agreement. This review has resulted in a proposed updated MOU that reaffirms the strong partnership between the University and the Foundation, clarifies roles and responsibilities, and enhances alignment with current strategic goals.
The updated MOU reflects the continued commitment of both organizations to an integrated advancement model designed to strengthen constituent relationships, maximize philanthropic support, and ensure transparency and accountability between the University and the Foundation. The MOU also incorporates refinements to governance, operational coordination, data stewardship, and compliance practices consistent with applicable laws, regulations, and policies.
This MOU will continue to be supplemented by an annual services agreement for specific services provided by the Foundation to the University, presented for approval to the Board of Trustees in accordance with the guidelines of the Illinois Legislative Audit Commission.
The Foundation’s Board of Directors reviewed and approved the updated MOU at its June 16, 2026, meeting.
The Board action recommended in this item complies in all material respects with applicable State and federal laws, University of Illinois Statutes, The General Rules Concerning University Organization and Procedure, and Board of Trustees policies and directives.
