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Board Meeting
July 16, 2026


AMEND DESIGNATION OF THE PRESIDENT’S HOUSE


Action:	Designate the House at 711 West Florida Avenue, Urbana as an executive event center for the University of Illinois System and establish related residence policies for the president and chancellors

Funding:	Institutional Funds Operating Budget


At the direction of the chair, the secretary of the Board of Trustees and of the University and the University counsel previously conducted a review of previous board actions related to the President’s House, as well as the University of Illinois Statutes, The General Rules Concerning University Organization and Procedure, and other policies and directives related to the purpose of the house at 711 West Florida Avenue, Urbana. The Board has periodically affirmed that the house would be used as the primary residence of the president of the University of Illinois System, and would be known as The President’s House. In January 2025 and subsequent to that review, the Board approved a change in the designation of the house at 711 West Florida Avenue, Urbana as The Chancellor’s House following the conclusion of President Timothy L. Killeen’s service and committed to study the question of the geographic location of the primary residence of future presidents.
During its long and illustrious history, the University of Illinois has changed dramatically, both structurally and operationally. The Board recognizes that the practice of providing primary residences for presidents and chancellors at institutions of higher education, while anchored in history and purpose, is rapidly becoming less common across higher education. The Board is also aware that among the System president and three chancellors, the provision of a primary residence and/or financial support for housing is variable and lacks consistency.
Concurrent with the search for the next president of the University of Illinois System, the Board finds it is an appropriate time to review and modify the University’s approach to housing for the president and chancellors. This includes a repurposing of the house at 711 West Florida Avenue, Urbana, that respects the historical significance of the house while adjusting its use for a modern higher education sensibility. 
Therefore, with this action, the Board declares that, following the conclusion of President Killeen’s service, the house at 711 West Florida Avenue, Urbana, will be converted to an executive event space to be utilized by the University of Illinois, including the System president, chancellor of the Urbana university and others. The Board directs the president to initiate a study to support conversion of 711 West Florida Avenue, Urbana for this purpose. This should include identifying renovations needed to support applicable regulatory compliance, fostering a successful transition that contemplates collaboration between the System president and Urbana chancellor, preserving historically significant elements of the building and its contents, naming recommendations for the facility, establishing a plan for the management and maintenance of the facility, and development of protocols for usage. 
With this action, the Board also reiterates its current position that the president of the Univeristy of Illinois System will have administrative offices in both Chicago and Urbana, to be organized and operated under authority delegated to the president to oversee operations of the University. 
Also with this action, the Board directs the president to undertake an analysis of private residences owned or utilized by the University, with the goal of developing a policy whereby the University of Illinois System will not provide primary residences for its president and its chancellors. As part of this review, the Board directs the president to conduct a compensation analysis and, if necessary, implement recommended adjustments that reflect a shift toward financially supporting housing expenses rather than providing housing to the president and chancellors. 
The Board action recommended in this item complies in all material respects with applicable State and federal laws, University of Illinois Statutes, The General Rules Concerning University Organization and Procedure, and Board of Trustees policies and directives.



