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	Board Meeting
	July 16, 2026


APPOINT INTERIM PROVOST AND VICE CHANCELLOR FOR ACADEMIC AFFAIRS, CHICAGO


Action:	Appoint Interim Provost and Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs

Funding:	State Appropriated Funds


The chancellor, University of Illinois Chicago, and vice president, University of Illinois System, recommends the appointment of Dr. Kathryn B. Chval as interim provost and vice chancellor for academic affairs, non-tenured, on a twelve-month service basis, on 100 percent time at an annual salary of $289,599 (equivalent to an annual nine-month base salary of $236,945 plus two-ninths annualization of $52,654), and an administrative stipend of $185,401, effective July 17, 2026, for a total annual compensation of $475,000. Dr. Chval has been serving as interim provost and vice chancellor for academic affairs designate under the same conditions and salary arrangements since July 1, 2026, and will serve until the hiring of a permanent provost.
Dr. Chval will continue to hold the rank of professor in the Department of Curriculum and Instruction, College of Education, on indefinite tenure, on an academic year service basis, on zero percent time, non-salaried; and the position of dean of the College of Education, non-tenured, on a twelve-month service basis, on zero percent time, non-salaried.
Dr. Chval succeeds Dr. Karen J. Colley, who retired after serving as provost and vice chancellor for academic affairs since July 21, 2023.
Dr. Chval has a deep familiarity with the University of Illinois Chicago and has demonstrated exceptional leadership during periods of institutional complexity and change. Dr. Chval’s ability to provide steady leadership during this period of transition positions her well to serve as the interim provost and vice chancellor for academic affairs.
As interim provost and vice chancellor for academic affairs, under the direction of the chancellor/vice president, Dr. Chval shall perform such duties as may arise from that role, consistent with the University of Illinois Statutes, The General Rules Concerning University Organization and Procedure, and actions of the Board of Trustees.
This recommendation was forwarded by the chancellor in consultation with the Council of Deans, vice chancellors, and the University of Illinois Chicago Senate Executive Committee.
The Board action recommended in this item complies in all material respects with applicable State and federal laws, University of Illinois Statutes, The General Rules Concerning University Organization and Procedure, and Board of Trustees policies and directives.
The executive vice president and vice president for academic affairs concurs.
The president of the University of Illinois System recommends approval. 
(A biographical sketch follows.)
KATHRYN B. CHVAL
Education
University of Illinois Chicago, BA, Elementary Education, 1987
University of Illinois Chicago, MST, Elementary Mathematics, 1991
University of Illinois Chicago, PhD, Curriculum Instruction, specialization in curriculum design and mathematics education, 2001

Professional and Other Experiences
Hinsdale Elementary District #181, IL, 1987-89, third grade teacher, Madison Elementary School;  pre-algebra instructor/instructional aide, The Lane Elementary School, Elm Elementary School, and Madison Elementary School
University of Illinois Chicago, 1989-99, program associate, Department of Mathematics, Statistics, and Computer Science, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences; 1999-2003, program associate, Big City Teacher Preparation Initiative, College of Education
National Science Foundation, Arlington, VA, 2001-03, program director; 2002-03, acting section head
University of Notre Dame, South Bend, IN, 2004, visiting faculty member, Alliance for Catholic Education
University of Missouri, Columbia, 2003-10, assistant professor of learning, teaching and curriculum; 2003-15, co-director of Missouri Center for Mathematics and Science Teacher Education; 2010-15, associate professor of learning, teaching and curriculum; 2011-15, associate dean for academic affairs, College of Education; 2015-21, professor of learning, teaching and curriculum; 2015-16, acting dean, College of Education; 2016-20, Dean and Joanne H. Hook Dean’s Chair in Educational Renewal, College of Education; 2019-20, interim executive director, Mizzou Academy
University of Illinois Chicago, 2021-date, professor of mathematics education and dean, College of Education

