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	Board Meeting
	July 16, 2026


APPOINT DEAN OF THE HONORS COLLEGE, CHICAGO


Action:	Appoint Dean of the Honors College

Funding:	State Appropriated Funds


The chancellor, University of Illinois Chicago, and vice president, University of Illinois System, recommends the appointment of Dr. Rosilie Hernández as dean of the Honors College, non-tenured, on a twelve-month service basis, on 100 percent time at an annual salary of $251,460 (equivalent to an annual nine-month base salary of $205,740 plus two-ninths annualization of $45,720), and an administrative stipend of $20,000, effective August 16, 2026, for total annual compensation of $271,460.
Dr. Hernández will continue to hold the rank of professor in the Department of Hispanic and Italian Studies, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, on indefinite tenure, on an academic year service basis, on zero percent time, non-salaried. 
Dr. Hernández has served as the associate dean for student academic affairs in the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences since 2017 and was most recently promoted to senior associate dean in 2025. Her leadership in academic administration, interdisciplinary program development, and external engagement positions her well to lead the Honors College. 
Dr. Hernández succeeds Dr. Ralph Keen, who will step down as dean and return to full-time faculty service effective August 16, 2026.
This recommendation was forwarded from the provost and vice chancellor for academic affairs after a comprehensive internal search and consultation with the search committee,[footnoteRef:1] a review of references, and extensive interviews. [1:  David T. Eddington, chair, dean of the Graduate College, professor, Department of Biomedical Engineering, College of Engineering; Aixa Alfonso, associate professor, Department of Biological Sciences, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences; Kathryn Burns-Howard, assistant dean of student services, Honors College; Joan Farre-Mensa, associate professor and interim head, Department of Finance, College of Business Administration; Beate Geissler, professor, Department of Art, College of Architecture, Design, and the Arts; Young Kim, associate professor and head, Department of Classics and Mediterranean Studies, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences; Anna Kozlowska-Barrios, associate professor and reference and liaison librarian, University Library; Tereza Progri, student, president of Honors College Advisory Board, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences; Eric S. Swirsky, clinical associate professor, director of graduate studies, Department of Biomedical and Health Information Sciences, College of Applied Health Sciences; Josephine Volpe, interim executive associate vice provost for advising development and student systems, Office of the Senior Vice Provost for Academic Programs, Student Success, and Effectiveness; Quentin L. Williams Jr., clinical associate professor, Department of Mechanical and Industrial Engineering, College of Engineering] 

As dean, under the direction of the provost and vice chancellor for academic affairs, Dr. Hernández shall perform such duties as may arise from that role, consistent with University of Illinois Statutes, The General Rules Concerning University Organization and Procedure, and actions of the Board of Trustees.
The Board action recommended in this item complies in all material respects with applicable State and federal laws, University of Illinois Statutes, The General Rules Concerning University Organization and Procedure, and Board of Trustees policies and directives.
The executive vice president and vice president for academic affairs concurs.
The president of the University of Illinois System recommends approval. 
(A biographical sketch follows.)


ROSILIE HERNÁNDEZ
Education
Boston University, BA, Art History, 1990
University of California Irvine, MA, Spanish Literature, 1994
University of California Irvine, PhD, Spanish Literature, 1998

Professional and Other Experiences
University of California Irvine, 1991-95, teaching assistant
California State University Long Beach, 1995-98, lecturer of Spanish
University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, 1998-2001, assistant professor
University of Illinois Chicago, 2001-06, assistant professor; 2006-19, associate professor; 2019-date, professor, 2006-08, director, undergraduate studies, Hispanic Studies Program; 2007-09, head, Department of Spanish, French, Italian, and Portuguese; 2009-10, visiting assistant dean, foreign languages; 2010-11, associate director, School of Literatures, Cultural Studies, and Linguistics; 2012-13, director, School of Literatures, Cultural Studies, and Linguistics; 2017-25, associate dean for student academic affairs, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences; 2025-date, senior associate dean for student academic affairs, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
