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	Board Meeting
	July 16, 2026


APPOINT INTERIM VICE CHANCELLOR FOR STUDENT AFFAIRS, SPRINGFIELD


Action:	Appoint Interim Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs

Funding:	State Appropriated Funds


The chancellor, University of Illinois Springfield, and vice president, University of Illinois System, recommends the appointment of Dr. Steven Johnson Jr. as interim vice chancellor for student affairs. The position will be held on a twelve-month, 100 percent academic professional appointment, renewable annually, at a total annual salary of $145,000. The appointment will begin on July 17, 2026. Dr. Johnson has served in the same position as designate from June 16, 2026, to July 16, 2026.
Dr. Johnson succeeds Dr. Jamarco Clark, who served as vice chancellor for student affairs from June 2023 through June 2026. Since March 2025, Dr. Johnson has served as associate vice chancellor for student engagement and has established himself as a highly respected and effective leader within the Division of Student Affairs and across the institution.
Over the past year, Dr. Johnson has assumed many of the responsibilities of the vice chancellor during periods of absence and has represented the division on the Chancellor’s Cabinet in a proxy capacity. Through these experiences, he has consistently demonstrated sound judgment, strategic thinking, professionalism, and the executive leadership necessary to effectively guide the division.
Dr. Johnson holds a PhD from the University of Kansas and brings extensive experience in progressive leadership roles within student affairs and student engagement. For more than 11 years, he has served in senior-level positions focused on advancing student success, organizational effectiveness, and inclusive excellence. His expertise includes strategic planning; the development and implementation of initiatives that promote diversity, equity, inclusion, and belonging; student engagement; and leadership development.
Throughout his tenure, Dr. Johnson has demonstrated a strong commitment to fostering student belonging, engagement, and success. He has been particularly effective in building collaborative partnerships among student affairs, academic affairs, enrollment management, and other university stakeholders to create a coordinated and student-centered approach to support services and student achievement. His leadership experience includes advancing recruitment and retention initiatives, mentoring students, cultivating leadership opportunities, and implementing programs that enhance the overall student experience. Dr. Johnson’s appointment will provide continuity of leadership within the Division of Student Affairs and support the university’s ongoing commitment to student success, engagement, retention, and belonging during the transition period.
The Board action recommended in this item complies in all material respects with applicable State and federal laws, University of Illinois Statutes, The General Rules Concerning University Organization and Procedure, and Board of Trustees policies and directives.
The executive vice president and vice president for academic affairs concurs.
The president of the University of Illinois System recommends approval. (A biographical sketch follows.)


DR. STEVEN JOHNSON JR.
Education
Iowa State University, BS, 2013
Michigan State University, MA, 2015
University of Kansas, EdD, 2022

Professional and Other Experience
University of Kansas, 2015-18, residence life complex director; 2018-21, inaugural director of diversity, equity, and inclusion student programs, School of Business; 2021-24, inaugural assistant dean for diversity, equity, inclusion and belonging, School of Business; 2023-24, dual interim director-student affairs
University of Illinois Springfield, 2024-25, interim director of diversity and inclusion; 2024-25, assistant vice chancellor for student engagement; 2025-26, associate vice chancellor for student engagement

