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ESTABLISH THE MASTER OF SCIENCE IN MEDICAL SCIENCE, COLLEGE OF MEDICINE, CHICAGO


Action:	Establish the Master of Science in Medical Science, College of Medicine 

Funding:	No new funding required


The chancellor, University of Illinois Chicago, and vice president, University of Illinois System, with the advice of the University of Illinois Chicago Senate and the University of Illinois College of Medicine, recommends establishment of the Master of Science in Medical Science. 
		The United States Medical Licensing Examination (USMLE) is part of a physician’s pathway to licensure. The three-step examination consists of Step 1: foundational sciences, typically taken at the end of the second year of medical school (M2), Step 2: clinical knowledge, typically taken during the summer between the M3 and M4 years, and Step 3: clinical management, taken just before or early in the first year of residency. Students who do not take or pass Step 1 are not allowed to continue in the medical school curriculum per academic policy at the University of Illinois College of Medicine (UICOM). Most medical schools have similar policies related to taking and passing the USMLE and continuing in the curriculum because they are required for physician credentialing. Similar to Step 1 policies, students who do not pass Step 2 are unable to graduate from UICOM. 
The Master of Science in Medical Science will be awarded to students who have successfully completed the first two years of medical school coursework but are unable to pass the USMLE Step 1 examination, have decided not to continue on to the clinical phase of their education, or are unable to finish the clinical phase of their education. The degree would provide an exit alternative for students that recognizes the 72 credit hours of rigorous work students have already completed in domains of basic science which are integrated into a clinically relevant organ-system based curriculum. Given that all courses, instruction, advising, facilities, and other resources for the Master of Science in Medical Science already exist within the Doctor of Medicine (MD), no additional investment of funds will be required to implement the program.
It is becoming more commonplace for medical schools to offer an off-ramp to students instead of allowing them to accrue more debt or spend additional time enrolled in the MD program, and examples can be found at peer institutions including Georgetown University School of Medicine, University of Southern California Keck School of Medicine, Michigan State University College of Human Medicine, University of Colorado School of Medicine, University of North Carolina School of Medicine, Indiana University School of Medicine, and the University of Michigan Medical School. The Master of Science in Medical Science would provide a credential for future career opportunities, including research, pharmaceutical development or sales, and teaching.
The Board action recommended in this item complies in all material respects with applicable State and federal laws, University of Illinois Statutes, The General Rules Concerning University Organization and Procedure, and Board of Trustees policies and directives. 
The executive vice president and vice president for academic affairs concurs with this recommendation. The University Senates Conference has indicated that no further senate jurisdiction is involved.
The president of the University of Illinois System recommends approval. This action is subject to further review by the Illinois Board of Higher Education. 
