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PRESIDENT’S REPORT ON ACTIONS OF THE SENATE

Establish the Graduate Certificate in Foundations of Global Studies, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences and the Graduate College, Urbana

The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences and the Graduate College to establish the Graduate Certificate in Foundations of Global Studies. Global Studies has emerged as a critical interdisciplinary field that addresses the complexities of an increasingly interconnected world. Universities worldwide have embraced this focus through undergraduate and graduate programs that prepare students to navigate pressing global challenges. This certificate equips students, working professionals, and others with interdisciplinary, continuing training, and education skills required to work in global systems, analyze global challenges, and prepare for further careers in government, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), trade groups, transnational institutions, international business, and more. The graduate certificate is a stackable option towards a Master of Science in Global Studies. It adds the option for working professionals and others to address the growing need for interdisciplinary, continuing education on global issues while also introducing and promoting the university and its programs to an expanded audience.
Establish the Minor in French and Francophone Studies, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences and the Graduate College, Urbana

The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate has approved a proposal from the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences and the Graduate College to establish the Minor in French and Francophone Studies. The proposed minor is designed to provide graduate students enrolled in a program other than French advanced, structured engagement in the language, literatures, cultures, histories, and societies of the Francophone world. Building on the department’s existing strengths in French and Francophone studies, the minor formalizes an interdisciplinary opportunity for students to develop high-level language proficiency and cultural literacy that complements and enhances their primary field of study. The objectives of the minor are to foster advanced proficiency in French and deepen understanding of the diverse Francophone world, including Europe, Africa, the Caribbean, and the Americas; to equip students with critical, linguistic, and intercultural competencies that will strengthen their academic profiles and broaden their professional horizons; and to support interdisciplinary research and collaboration by creating a credential that signals expertise in French language and Francophone cultural analysis.
Graduates who complete the minor will be well prepared for careers in academia, international relations, global business, diplomacy, translation, non-governmental organizations, and cultural institutions, as well as for further doctoral and post-doctoral research requiring advanced French proficiency and cultural knowledge.
Establish the Joint Bachelor of Science in Biomedical Engineering/Master of Science in Biomedical Engineering, College of Engineering and the Graduate College, Chicago

The University of Illinois Chicago Senate, with the recommendation of the College of Engineering and the Graduate College, has approved the establishment of the joint Bachelor of Science in Biomedical Engineering/Master of Science in Biomedical Engineering.
Earned separately, the two degrees require 164 credit hours over six years (128 for the BS degree and 36 for the MS degree). The proposed joint degree program will share three graduate-level courses, functionally resulting in 7 shared credit hours and reducing the credit-hour total for the two degrees from 164 to 157. Students will be able to apply to the joint degree program in their third year after completing at least 22 credit hours of engineering core courses and must have both institutional and major grade point averages of 3.3/4.0 or higher. During their fourth year, joint degree students will begin taking graduate-level courses, which they will complete in the fifth year. The joint degree program will help to retain top talent, shorten the time to earn both degrees, reduce costs and ease financial barriers to graduate education.
Establish the Joint Bachelor of Science in Biomedical Engineering/Master of Science in Bioinformatics, College of Engineering and the Graduate College, Chicago

The University of Illinois Chicago Senate, with the recommendation of the College of Engineering and the Graduate College, has approved the establishment of the joint Bachelor of Science in Biomedical Engineering/Master of Science in Bioinformatics.
Earned separately, the two degrees require 164 credit hours over six years (128 for the BS degree and 36 for the MS degree). The proposed joint degree program will share three graduate-level courses, functionally resulting in 7 shared credit hours and reducing the credit-hour total for the two degrees from 164 to 157. Students will be able to apply to the joint degree program in their third year after completing at least 22 credit hours of engineering core courses and must have both institutional and major grade point averages of 3.3/4.0 or higher. During their fourth year, joint degree students will begin taking graduate-level courses, which they will complete in the fifth year. The joint degree program will help to retain top talent, shorten the time to earn both degrees, reduce costs and ease financial barriers to graduate education.
Establish the Executive Nurse Leadership Concentration in the Doctor of Nursing Practice, College of Nursing, Chicago

The University of Illinois Chicago Senate, with the recommendation of the College of Nursing, has approved the establishment of the Executive Nurse Leadership concentration in the Doctor of Nursing Practice.
There are two points of entry to the Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP): one for students with a Bachelor of Science in Nursing (i.e., BSN to DNP) and another for students with a master’s degree in nursing who are certified in any specialty concentration offered at University of Illinois Chicago (e.g., nurse midwifery). Students in the second point of entry, the post-master’s DNP, may pursue the DNP without completing an additional concentration. Post-master’s DNP students who wish to pursue executive leadership preparation may do so using existing courses offered by the College of Nursing, but there is currently no formal concentration option for these students. 
The Executive Nurse Leadership (ENL) concentration will be available only to post-master’s DNP students with employment experience in nursing leadership and who hold an executive nursing board certification. Post-master’s DNP students complete the DNP core and project/practicum courses (38 credit hours) and must have a total of 1000 post-baccalaureate clinical practice hours. The ENL concentration is comprised of the DNP final project courses (which include 405 practicum hours) and any additional leadership courses needed to reach a total of 1000 practicum hours. 
Establish the Joint Doctor of Medicine/Master of Public Health, Generalist Concentration, College of Medicine and School of Public Health, Chicago

The University of Illinois Chicago Senate, with the recommendation of the College of Medicine and the School of Public Health, has approved the establishment of the joint Doctor of Medicine/Master of Public Health, Generalist concentration. 
The College of Medicine and School of Public Health propose a new joint degree program that builds on a five-year partnership. The existing joint Doctor of Medicine (MD)/Master of Public Health (MPH), concentration in Population Health for Healthcare Professionals and the concentration in Population Health for Healthcare Professionals in the MPH will be eliminated once this new joint degree is established. Consistent with previous years, the new joint degree anticipates annual enrollment of approximately 25 students. 
This new joint degree responds to student feedback requesting broader public health training, increased flexibility, and the ability to complete the MPH concurrently with the MD without extending the overall time to graduation. The MPH, Generalist concentration is a fully online, asynchronous program offered in 8-week modules. Twelve credit hours are counted toward both degrees through four MPH courses and two medical colloquia courses.
Revise the Master of Urban Planning and Policy, College of Urban Planning and Public Affairs and the Graduate College, Chicago

The University of Illinois Chicago Senate, with the recommendation of the College of Urban Planning and Public Affairs and the Graduate College, has approved the revision of the Master of Urban Planning and Policy.
The revision of the Master of Urban Planning and Policy (MUPP) updates required core courses and streamlines elective offerings, resulting in a reduction of the total required credit hours from 60 to 58. Overall, the core course requirements are reduced from eight courses (30 credit hours) to seven courses (28 credit hours).
Students will continue to have skills training in general planning and geographic information systems. However, a required course in geospatial analysis and visualization is removed. Students interested in deeper training in visualization techniques and associated software will be able to avail themselves of appropriate electives. In addition, a required course in plan making will be revised to reflect a renewed emphasis on community outreach and civic engagement as part of the plan-making process. 
Eliminate the Concentration in Population Health for Healthcare Professionals in the Master of Public Health, School of Public Health, Chicago

The University of Illinois Chicago Senate, with the recommendation of the School of Public Health, has approved the elimination of the concentration in Population Health for Healthcare Professionals in the Master of Public Health.
The School of Public Health will eliminate the concentration in Population Health for Healthcare Professionals within the Master of Public Health (MPH), which was established in 2020 solely for the purpose of creating a joint degree program with the Doctor of Medicine (MD). The existing joint degree program will also be eliminated. A new joint degree program combining the MD and MPH, Generalist concentration will be established. 
Eliminate the Joint Doctor of Medicine/Master of Public Health, Concentration in Population Health for Healthcare Professionals, College of Medicine and School of Public Health, Chicago

The University of Illinois Chicago Senate, with the recommendation of the College of Medicine and the School of Public Health, has approved the elimination of the joint Doctor of Medicine/Master of Public Health, concentration in Population Health for Healthcare Professionals. 
The School of Public Health will eliminate the joint Doctor of Medicine (MD)/Master of Public Health (MPH) concentration in Population Health for Healthcare Professionals which was established in 2020. The concentration in Population Health for Healthcare Professionals within the MPH will also be eliminated. A new joint degree program combining the MD and MPH, Generalist concentration will be established in response to student feedback requesting broader public health training, increased flexibility, and the ability to complete the MPH concurrently with the MD without extending the overall time to graduation. 

