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Introduction
The University of Illinois Statutes, Article II, Section 1, provide for a senate to be constituted at each campus of the University to exercise legislative functions in matters of educational policy, such as requirements for admission to colleges and schools, requirements for degrees and certificates, and the academic calendar. Each senate shall also recommend candidates for honorary degrees and may propose amendments to the Statutes through the University Senates Conference to the President and the Board of Trustees. The University of Illinois Chicago (UIC) Senate membership consists of 200 faculty members, 44 student members, and 9 academic professional members. Faculty senators are elected by and from the faculty of the colleges, schools, and the library for three-year terms. Student senators are elected for one-year terms from among the electorates of the three major academic divisions into which student programs are divided: undergraduate, graduate, and health and law professional. Academic Professional senators are elected by the Academic Professional Academic Council. 


Meetings and Agendas
The UIC Senate held six meetings at which issues of interest to the faculty, students and staff were discussed and acted upon; plus an organizing meeting at which new members were welcomed, the senate purpose and committees described, and elections for Senate officers and membership on standing committees was held. The six Senate Meetings occurred on: September 25; October 29; December 3, 2025; January 29; March 11; and April 23, 2026. 

The UIC Senate hosted two Town Halls on October 17, 2025 to gather feedback to develop the search profile for the next UIC Provost and Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs.

The UIC Senate Executive Committee (SEC) held 13 meetings. The SEC acted on items forwarded from the Senate and Senate Standing Committees, and from University Senates Conference. A special SEC meeting convened on March 17, 2026 to determine the faculty nominees for the search committee to advise on the selection of a president to include on the online ballot.

To promote shared governance and continue strong and effective communication between faculty and administration, the Chancellor, Provost and Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs (Provost/VCAA), and Vice Chancellor for Health Affairs (VCHA) regularly attended both the Senate and the SEC meetings. In addition, the SEC Leadership Team (Chair, Vice-Chair, and Presiding Officer) met monthly with the Chancellor or Provost on an alternating basis.



[bookmark: _Hlk49352715]Guests at UIC Senate Meetings
· Lori Mumpower, Executive Director of the Center for the Advancement of Teaching Excellence (CATE), was a guest at the September 25, 2025 Senate meeting and discussed CATE programming and services, and CATE in the Colleges initiative. 
· Bryan Libbin, Associate CIO for Academic Technology and Learning Innovation for Technology Solutions, was a guest at the September 25, 2025 Senate meeting and provided a report on the status and timeline of the LMS system transition at UIC.
· Jay Walsh, Vice President for Economic Development and Innovation for the University of Illinois System, was a guest at the October 29, 2025 Senate meeting and shared an international set of initiatives for faculty and students that the University of Illinois System offers. He discussed the University of Illinois System level research support for international collaborations.
· Mark Giles, Professor and Department Chair of Educational Policy Studies and UIC Faculty Athletics Representative, was a guest at the October 29, 2025 Senate meeting and presented an overview of the responsibilities of the UIC Faculty Athletics Representative. 
· Andrea Williams, Director of Intercollegiate Athletics, was a guest at the October 29, 2025 Senate meeting and shared Points of Pride about UIC Athletics. 
· Timothy Killeen, President, was a guest at the December 3, 2025 Senate meeting and he acknowledged the challenges the university faces from the federal government. He reported on enrollment, philanthropy, and the impact of federal government action on research grants throughout the University of Illinois System. President Killeen shared background about the University of Illinois System’s changes to the Promotion & Tenure dossiers. He emphasized the value of shared governance in the University.
· Nicholas Jones, Executive Vice President and Vice President for Academic Affairs of the University of Illinois System, was a guest at the January 29, 2026 Senate meeting and discussed enrollment, efforts underway by the System-wide AI Exchange, the transition process for the Enterprise Resource Planning System/Banner, the University of Illinois System's current work to facilitate online and hybrid education delivery, and the System’s perspective on the pending State of Illinois Adequate and Equitable Public University Funding Act.
· Bryan Libbin, Associate CIO for Academic Technology and Learning Innovation for Technology Solutions, was a guest at the March 11, 2026 Senate meeting and provided an update on the transition to Canvas Learning Management System. 
· Matthew Fajack, Vice Chancellor for Finance, was a guest at the April 23, 2026, Senate meeting and shared a presentation about the UIC budget.

UIC Senate Action/Activities
· The UIC Senate approved proposed revisions to the UIC Senate Standing Rules and Procedures. 
· The UIC Senate provided feedback and endorsed the proposed revisions to the Procedures for Policy: #802 – Severe Sanctions Other Than Dismissal for Cause.
· The Senate endorsed proposed revisions to the Student Disciplinary Policy.
· The UIC Senate approved the UIC Senate Resolution in Support of Colleagues and Students Affected by Grant Revocations for Financially “Needy” Students (SR-26.01). 
· The UIC Senate reaffirmed and amended the Resolution about making the Chancellor aware of the Shared Governance Timeline (SR-25.01). 
· The UIC Senate approved the Academic Calendars for the 2030-2031 academic year and 
2031-2032 academic year and 2032-2033 academic year. 
· The UIC Senate endorsed the proposed revisions to the Revised FA Policy 105 (Guidelines for Establishing and Investing Named Appointments).
· The UIC Senate approved the Proposal to Modify the P&T Dossier with the Addition of an Optional Impact Statement.
· The UIC Senate approved the Proposal for Inclusion of Senior-Rank Non-Tenure Track Faculty on the Campus Promotion and Tenure Committee. 
· The UIC Senate approved sending feedback about the UIC Graduate Student Positive Learning Environment Policy to the Dean of the Graduate College. 
· The UIC Senate approved the Policy for Instructor-Authored Teaching Materials that Financially Benefit the Instructor.
· The UIC Senate approved a proposed revision to the “University of Illinois Chicago Honorary Degree Guidelines.”
· The Faculty Advisory Committee shared its annual report with the UIC Senate.
· The UIC Senate approved sending feedback about the proposed revision to the Statutes, 
Article IX, Section 6b – Severe Sanctions Other Than Dismissal for Cause for Members 
of the Faculty (USC ST-92) to the University Senates Conference. 
· The UIC Senate approved sending feedback about the Faculty and Instructional Staff Grievance Procedures – Revised to the Vice Provost for Faculty Affairs. 
· The UIC Senate approved sending feedback about the Revised Policy on Integrity in 
Research and Scholarly Activities (USC OT-393) to the University Senates Conference. 
· The UIC Senate considered the proposed revision to the Statutes, Article IV, Section 1 – The Department, Section 2 – Department Organized with a Chair (Section 2b – Department Organized with a Chair), Section 3 – Department Organized with a Head (Section 3b – Department Organized with a Head), and Section 4 – Change of Department Administrative Organization (USC ST-89); The UIC Senate approved sending feedback to the University Senates Conference recommending the rejection of the proposed revision.
· The UIC Senate approved the UIC Senate Resolution on the Adoption of the “Principal” Title Modifier. 
· The Senate approved the Resolution of the UIC Senate honoring the service and contributions of Provost Karen Colley to the University of Illinois Chicago (SR-26.02).
· The UIC Senate endorsed the proposed P&T modification regarding use of AI in preparing statements for the P&T review.
· The Senate approved two nominees for an honorary degree. 


Guests at UIC Senate Executive Committee Meetings
· Matt Riley, Associate Vice Chancellor for Innovation and Chief Information Officer, was a guest at the October 22, 2025 SEC meeting and provided an update on the LMS system transition at UIC and the creation of digitally accessible course content mandated by the Americans with Disability Act Title II changes. 
· Nicholas Jones, Executive Vice President and Vice President for Academic Affairs of the University of Illinois System, was a guest at the November 5, 2025 SEC meeting. He shared his background and outlined his responsibilities. He discussed with the SEC the recent University of Illinois System-level changes to scholarships, hiring, and faculty promotion and tenure policies and processes. 
· Chris Blakesley, Executive Director of the Instructional Design & Media Studio, was a guest at the December 18, 2025 SEC meeting and gathered feedback from SEC members about the proposal to create a Faculty Advisory Committee for The Studio. 
· Mike Stieff, Vice Provost for Faculty Affairs, was a guest at the December 18, 2025 SEC meeting and gathered feedback from SEC members about the proposed UIC Provost’s Charge Statement and Responsibilities of the University Awards Committee.
· Jason Maslanka, Assistant Vice Chancellor for Innovation and Chief Technology Officer, was a guest at the February 19, 2026 SEC meeting and discussed the “UIC Technology Solutions 2026 AI Roadmap.”
· Gladys Lopez, Associate Vice Chancellor for Human Resources, was a guest at the February 19, 2026 SEC meeting and provided an update on the Voluntary Separation Incentive Program (VSIP). 

Senate Executive Committee Action/Activities 
· SEC reviewed revisions to the UIC Senate Standing Rules and Procedures developed by the University and Senate Governance Committee.
· SEC reviewed proposed revisions to the Student Disciplinary Policy.
· SEC provided feedback about the proposed revisions to the Procedures for Policy: #802 – Severe Sanctions Other Than Dismissal for Cause.
· SEC reviewed the academic calendars for the 2030-2031 academic year and 2031-2032 academic year and 2032-2033 academic year.
· SEC developed the UIC Senate Resolution in Support of Colleagues and Students Affected by Grant Revocations for Financially “Needy” Students.
· SEC reviewed the revised FA Policy 105 (Guidelines for Establishing and Investing Named Appointments).
· The Senate Budget, Planning, and Priorities Committee convened a joint meeting with the Senate Executive Committee on November 14, 2025 that included a presentation by Matthew Fajack, Vice Chancellor for Finance; Michael Moss, Associate Vice Chancellor of Budget and Financial Analysis; Kiely Fletcher, Vice Provost for Enrollment Management; and Alanna O’Connor, Chief of Staff of the Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs . 
· SEC developed the Proposal to Modify the P&T Dossier with the Addition of an Optional Impact Statement.
· SEC developed the Proposal for Inclusion of Senior-Rank Non-Tenure Track Faculty on the Campus Promotion and Tenure Committee.
· SEC recommended Senators to serve on the Special Taskforce to review the recommendations of the UIC Senate regarding the proposed addition of an Optional Impact Statement to the Promotion & Tenure (P&T) Dossier in response to a request from the Vice Provost for Faculty Affairs. 
· SEC reviewed revisions to the “University of Illinois Chicago Honorary Degree Guidelines” recommended by the Senate External Relations and Public Service Committee.
· SEC developed the Policy for Instructor-Authored Teaching Materials that Financially Benefit the Instructor. 
· SEC reviewed the proposed revision to the Statutes, Article IX, Section 6b – Severe Sanctions Other Than Dismissal for Cause for Members of the Faculty (USC ST-92).
· SEC reviewed the UIC Graduate Student Positive Learning Environment Policy. 
· In response to a request by Chancellor Miranda, SEC nominated faculty Senators for consideration to serve on the Provost Search interview panel. 
· SEC considered the issue of consistent peer review of courses, including asynchronous courses. 
· SEC drafted Guidelines for Selecting Course Modality. 
· SEC developed a response document to the Faculty and Instructional Staff Grievance Procedures – Revised.
· SEC considered the recommendation to create an Office of an Ombudsperson.
· SEC reviewed the Revised Policy on Integrity in Research and Scholarly Activities (USC OT-393). 
· SEC reviewed the proposed revision to the Statutes, Article II, Section 3 – Faculty Role in Governance, Article IX, Section 3.c (USC ST-94). 
· SEC reviewed two honorary degree nominations.
· SEC was involved in the process to determine the ten UIC faculty nominees to the search committee to advise on the selection of a President, from which the Board of Trustees selected three UIC faculty to serve on the committee.
· SEC reviewed the proposed revisions to the Statutes, Article I, Section 5 – Chancellors and Vice Presidents, Article II, Section 3a(1) – Faculty Role in Governance, and Article III, Section 1g – The University (USC ST-87). 
· SEC reviewed the proposed revision to the Statutes, Article IV, Section 1 – The Department, Section 2 – Department Organized with a Chair (Section 2b – Department Organized with a Chair), Section 3 – Department Organized with a Head (Section 3b – Department Organized with a Head), and Section 4 – Change of Department Administrative Organization (USC ST-89). 
· SEC developed the UIC Senate Resolution on the Adoption of the “Principal” Title Modifier.
· SEC developed a response to the proposed P&T modification regarding the use of AI in preparing statements for the P&T review. 

Activities of the Senate Standing Committees:

Senate Academic Freedom and Tenure Committee reviewed the proposed revisions to the Procedures for Policy: #802 – Severe Sanctions Other Than Dismissal for Cause. The Committee examined the issue of consistent peer review of courses, including asynchronous courses. The Committee provided feedback on the Faculty and Instructional Staff Grievance Procedures – Revised. The Committee provided feedback on the proposed P&T modification regarding the use of AI in preparing statements for the P&T review.

Senate Academic Services Committee participated in the Five-Year Review of the University Library Dean. The Committee examined the issue of consistent peer review of courses, including asynchronous courses. Joint meetings of the Senate Educational Policy Committee and the Senate Academic Services Committee were convened to review draft Guidelines for Selecting Course Modality, in response to a request from SEC.

The Senate Budget, Planning, and Priorities Committee met throughout the year to discuss budget-related issues. A joint meeting involving the Senate Executive Committee and the Senate Budget, Planning, and Priorities Committee convened in November 2025 that included a presentation on the budget by Matthew Fajack, Vice Chancellor for Finance; Michael Moss, Associate Vice Chancellor of Budget and Financial Analysis; Kiely Fletcher, Vice Provost for Enrollment Management; and Alanna O’Connor, Chief of Staff of the Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs . 

Senate Committee on Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion discussed the U of I Promotion & Tenure mandate to remove the Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion statement, UIC’s response to national events, and the UIC Campus Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Award. Staff members in the Office of Engagement met with the Committee.

Senate Committee on Educational Policy reviewed 82 New and Revised programs, 7 Certificate programs, and 29 General Education Courses. The Committee reviewed the UIC Graduate Student Positive Learning Environment Policy. Joint meetings of the Senate Educational Policy Committee and the Senate Academic Services Committee were convened to review draft Guidelines for Selecting Course Modality, in response to a request from SEC.

Senate External Relations and Public Service Committee reviewed the Revised FA Policy 105 (Guidelines for Establishing and Investing Named Appointments). The Committee reviewed the Strategic Marketing and Communications redesign of UIC’s main website, uic.edu, and UIC news and information website, today.uic.edu. The Committee proposed revisions to UIC’s Honorary Degree process. The Committee participated in a focus group facilitated by Ologie to hear the group’s perspectives on the creative concepts, examining the visuals, narratives, and messages that help amplify the mission and elevate UIC’s reputation. The Committee reviewed honorary degree nominations.

Senate Faculty Affairs Committee reviewed the UIC Graduate Student Positive Learning Environment Policy. The Committee examined the issue of consistent peer review of courses, including asynchronous courses. The Committee provided feedback on the Faculty and Instructional Staff Grievance Procedures – Revised. The Committee provided feedback on the proposed revision to the Statutes, Article II, Section 3 – Faculty Role in Governance, Article IX, Section 3.c (USC ST-94). 

Senate Research Committee provided feedback on the revised Policy on Integrity in Research and Scholarly Activities (USC OT-393). The Committee reviewed the Institute for Leadership Excellence and Development (iLEAD) and the Institute for Health Research and Policy. Andrew Boyd, Associate Vice Chancellor for Research, and Abigail Goben, Professor & Data Management Librarian & Data Policy Advisor, were guests at meetings and discussed emerging AI considerations for research, including deepfakes and auto-submission for surveys, changes to NIH Public Access Policy, overseas data access, emerging data risks, as well as an update on UIC’s data policies titled “Access to Sensitive UIC Sponsored Research Data Policy” and “UIC Research Data Ownership and Stewardship Policy.” Dustin Fraidenburg, IRB Chair, was a guest at a Committee meeting and shared IRB updates, challenges, and outlook. Bryan Pabin, Director of Export Controls in OVCR, was a guest at a meeting and discussed current trends in university-centered export control. Shawn Conner, Director of International Affairs and Outreach and Jim Hammerschmidt, Interim Vice Provost for Global Engagement, provided the Committee with an update on recent events within the International Affairs / Global Engagement Office regarding restrictions on national and international research activities. Sandra De Groote discussed with the Committee the NIH public access policy as it relates to publications. An Innovation and Entrepreneurship Subcommittee of the UIC Senate Research Committee was created now that the Office of Innovation is part of the Office of the Vice Chancellor for Research.

Senate Student Affairs Committee reviewed the UIC Graduate Student Positive Learning Environment Policy. Raul Fernandez, Assistant Dean of Student Affairs, provided the Committee with Student Disciplinary Policy updates. The new Vice Chancellor and Vice Provost for Student Affairs, Sharron Evans, provided the Committee an overview of her short- and long-term goals. The Senate Student Affairs Committee and Senate Support Services Committee met jointly with Tanya Cabrera, Assistant Vice Chancellor for Student Engagement and Support, who shared updates on her work supporting mixed-status UIC students and provided information about support and resources for responding to federal government changes.

Senate Student Recruitment, Admissions, and Retention Committee, met with Kiely Fletcher, Vice Provost for Enrollment Management, who reported on the record undergraduate enrollment. The Committee discussed concerns about how colleges facing budget cuts are addressing the increase in undergraduate enrollment with fewer available resources. 
Senate Support Services Committee endorsed the Academic Calendars for the 2030-2031 academic year and 2031-2032 academic year and 2032-2033 academic year. The Senate Student Affairs Committee and Senate Support Services Committee met jointly with Tanya Cabrera, Assistant Vice Chancellor for Student Engagement and Support, who shared updates on her work supporting mixed-status UIC students and provided information about support and resources for responding to federal government changes; Tiffany Ruiz, UIC Police Officer, was a guest at a Committee meeting and shared a UIC Crime Statistics Report. Brian Cousins, Associate Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs Administrative Services, and Krista Stawarz, Sodexo Magic Registered Dietitian, presented on UIC dining services. Keith Ellis, Executive Director for Campus Housing, and Jeff Terpstra, Director of Campus Housing, met with the Committee and presented on campus housing for AY 2025-26. 

Senate Committee on University and Senate Governance revised the Senate Standing Rules. Two parliamentarians for Senate meetings were selected by the Committee. The Committee reviewed the proposed revision to the Statutes, Article IX, Section 6b – Severe Sanctions Other Than Dismissal for Cause for Members of the Faculty (USC ST-92). The Committee reviewed the proposed revisions to the Statutes, Article I, Section 5 – Chancellors and Vice Presidents, Article II, Section 3a(1) – Faculty Role in Governance, and Article III, Section 1g – The University (USC ST-87). The Committee reviewed the proposed revision to the Statutes, Article IV, Section 1 – The Department, Section 2 – Department Organized with a Chair (Section 2b – Department Organized with a Chair), Section 3 – Department Organized with a Head (Section 3b – Department Organized with a Head), and Section 4 – Change of Department Administrative Organization (USC ST-89). The Committee began to examine the proposed revision to the Statutes, Article II, Section 3 – Faculty Role in Governance, Article IX, Section 3.c – Appointments, Ranks, and Promotions of the Academic and Administrative Staff, and Article X, Section 1.a(6) – Tenure of Academic Staff (USC ST-94). The Committee, at the request of SEC, reviewed the ex officio representation on Senate Standing Committees to determine whether those named in the Bylaws are appropriate for the charge of the committees.

This concludes the UIC Senate's report for 2025-2026.

Respectfully Submitted,
Sandra De Groote 
Secretary of the UIC Senate and 
Chair of the UIC Senate Executive Committee

