
Urbana-Champaign
Emeriti:
Wendy K. Tam Cho, Professor Emerita of Political Science, January 1, 2024

Denise Ward Hood, Teaching Professor Emerita of Education Policy, Organization and Leadership, August 16, 2025
Moshe Matalon, Professor Emeritus of Mechanical Science and Engineering, May 1, 2025

Stephen E. Rayburn, Teaching Associate Emeritus, University Laboratory High School, June 1, 2019

Sally E. Walker, Teaching Associate Emerita, University Laboratory High School, May 29, 2014
David Ian Weightman, Professor Emeritus, School of Art and Design, January 1, 2025
Jian-Min Zuo, Professor Emeritus of Materials Science and Engineering, June 13, 2025
Chicago
Emeriti:
Jennifer Ashton, Associate Professor Emerita of English, August 16, 2024

Alice Butterfield, Professor Emerita of Social Work, August 16, 2025

Lennard J. Davis, Professor Emeritus of English, January 1, 2025

Maria de los Angeles Torres, Professor Emerita and UIC Distinguished Professor Emerita of Latin American and Latino Studies, August 16, 2025

Thomas J. Park, Professor Emeritus of Biological Sciences, August 1, 2025

Sloan R. Williams, Associate Professor Emerita of Anthropology, August 16, 2025

Springfield

Emeriti:
None

2025-2026 Sabbatical Requests Urbana-Champaign
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	College
	School
	Unit
	Name
	Rank
	Period of Leave
	Salary
	Alternate Period of Leave
	Alt. Salary
	Concise Statement

	COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS AND SCIENCES
	
	History
	Marsha E Barrett
	Assistant Professor
	Second semester (Spring)
	full pay
	
	
	To research and develop a book project on the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the stewardship of United States Senator from Illinois and Republican Leader Everett Dirksen, who helped make the legislation passable.

	COLLEGE OF EDUCATION
	
	Curriculum and Instruction
	Monica Gonzalez
	Assistant Professor
	First semester (Fall)
	full pay
	
	
	To lead the writing of a series of articles that highlight the language and literacy practices of Latina/x middle school girls in their design of art exhibits.

	COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS AND SCIENCES
	School of Literatures, Cultures, and Linguistics
	E. Asian Languages & Cultures
	Naoko Gunji
	Assistant Professor
	Second semester (Spring)
	two-thirds pay
	
	
	To conduct research and make progress toward the completion of a monograph on visual arts pertaining to The Tale of the Heike, which will be the first book ever written on the visual art of the monumental piece of Japanese literature.

	COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS AND SCIENCES
	School of Literatures, Cultures, and Linguistics
	Classics
	Brett Sanford Kaufman
	Assistant Professor
	First semester (Fall)
	full pay
	
	
	To work on a series of articles on the interface of ancient society, technology, labor, industry, and democracy with the objective of understanding the dynamics of labor and industry at ancient Carthage.

	UNIVERSITY LIBRARY
	
	University Library
	Katharine S Lambaria
	Assistant Professor
	1/2 year
	full pay
	
	
	To conduct research into music reference training programs in libraries, resulting in a conference presentation and one or more scholarly article draft(s) for publication; and to improve personal competence related to music copyright.

	COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING
	
	Civil & Environmental Eng
	Roman Makhnenko
	Assistant Professor
	Academic Year
	two-thirds pay
	
	
	To collaborate on experimentally and numerically modeling the coupled thermo-hydro-mechanical-chemical processes in geomaterials; and to pursue field testing and monitoring of rock behavior for research in applied rock mechanics and geoenergy applications.

	COLLEGE OF FINE AND APPLIED ARTS
	
	Theatre
	Aaron Munoz
	Assistant Professor
	Second semester (Spring)
	full pay
	
	
	To study and engage with international theatre directors, actors, and playwrights, focusing on non-western theatre presentations of performing arts productions, and developing additional understanding of performance trends and pedagogical practices.

	SCHOOL OF INFORMATION SCIENCES
	
	Information Sciences
	Melissa G Ocepek
	Assistant Professor
	Second semester (Spring)
	full pay
	
	
	To research information hierarchy through exploring various conceptual definitions throughout information science, which impacts the source selection of information professionals; and to develop a related book proposal.

	COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS AND SCIENCES
	School of Chemical Sciences
	Chemistry
	Lisa Olshansky
	Assistant Professor
	Second semester (Spring)
	full pay
	
	
	To cultivate new skills in protein crystallography; and to transfer these new skills to student and postdoctoral trainees within the university.

	COLLEGE OF MEDIA
	
	Media and Cinema Studies
	Jenny Oyallon-Koloski
	Assistant Professor
	First semester (Fall)
	full pay
	
	
	To conduct research and develop a book manuscript on the works and international influence of filmmaker Jacques Demy.

	COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING
	
	Siebel School Comp & Data Sci
	Ling Ren
	Assistant Professor
	First semester (Fall)
	full pay
	Second semester (Spring)
	full pay
	To research the application and potential deployment of privacy-preserving cryptography in the tech industry.

	COLLEGE OF FINE AND APPLIED ARTS
	
	Art & Design
	Juan Manuel Salamanca Garcia
	Assistant Professor
	Second semester (Spring) and first semester (Fall)
	two-thirds pay
	
	
	To develop a comparative case study of the rhythms of urban cycling between two cities, informing interaction design methodologies based on collective movement; and to write a book on the topic.

	COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS AND SCIENCES
	School of Literatures, Cultures, and Linguistics
	Linguistics
	Yan Tang
	Assistant Professor
	First semester (Fall)
	full pay
	
	
	To research how ambient intermittent noise interferes with human listeners' speech communication in daily life, which impacts public health in general, especially people with hearing difficulties; and to collect speech production and perception data and establish collaborations.

	COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING
	
	Siebel School Comp & Data Sci
	Tianyin Xu
	Assistant Professor
	Academic Year
	one-half pay
	
	
	To understand and investigate emerging problems of computing infrastructure reliability, especially those introduced by new paradigms and workloads.

	COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING
	
	Civil & Environmental Eng
	Xiaojia Zhang
	Assistant Professor
	Second semester (Spring)
	full pay
	
	
	To create new design optimization theories and collaborate on experimental validations to discover materials and structures governed by new physics principles, with applications targeting intelligent robotics, thermal management, energy conversion, and bioengineering.

	COLLEGE OF APPLIED HEALTH SCIENCES
	
	Recreation, Sport and Tourism
	Suiwen Zou
	Assistant Professor
	Academic Year
	one-half pay
	
	
	To analyze data from recent projects, publish findings, and develop a conceptual paper on equity in recreation allocation in parks, culminating in a grant proposal to advance research and support future conservation initiatives.
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	COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING
	
	Electrical and Computer Engineering
	Lina He
	Assistant Professor
	Academic Year
	one-half pay
	
	
	To explore innovative and efficient methods for the integration of solar and wind energy into existing power grids, which will lead to optimized power system operations and grid resilience with a goal toward supporting the widespread adoption of renewable energy.

	COLLEGE OF URBAN PLANNING AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS
	
	Department of Public Policy, Management, and Analytics
	Maria Agustina Laurito
	Assistant Professor
	Academic Year
	two-thirds pay
	
	
	To conduct research on how context and public policy influence social inequality in the U.S. and Latin America.

	COLLEGE OF NURSING
	
	Human Development of Nursing Science
	Hongjin Li
	Assistant Professor
	Second semester (Spring)
	two-thirds pay
	
	two-thirds pay
	To pursue additional education and training in Traditional Chinese Medicine and acupuncture as methods for pain and symptom management in cancer survivors, which will enhance research opportunities for further development in treatment response and the metabolomics of pain relief.

	COLLEGE OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
	
	Stuart Handler Department of Real Estate
	Luis Lopez
	Assistant Professor
	Second semester (Spring)
	full pay
	
	
	To pursue studies on housing, climate change, and racial disparities in real estate.

	COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING
	
	Department of Computer Science (CS)
	Balajee Vamanan
	Assistant Professor
	Academic Year
	two-thirds pay
	
	
	To design and implement in-network computation for distributed machine learning, which impacts diverse fields; to pursue interdisciplinary grant proposals; and to develop a course on large-scale machine-learning systems.



