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ESTABLISH THE DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY IN HEALTH PROFESSIONS EDUCATION, UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS COLLEGE OF MEDICINE AND GRADUATE COLLEGE, CHICAGO
Action:
Establish the Doctor of Philosophy in Health Professions Education, University of Illinois College of Medicine and Graduate College
Funding:
No new funding is required; existing resources and tuition revenue will support the new degree program 
The chancellor, University of Illinois Chicago, and vice president, University of Illinois System, with the advice of the Chicago Senate, the University of Illinois College of Medicine, and the Graduate College, recommends the establishment of the Doctor of Philosophy in Health Professions Education.
Currently, students seeking to focus on health professions education at UIC may do so through the College of Medicine’s Master of Health Professions Education program, or they may select the health professions education area of emphasis within the College of Education’s PhD in Curriculum and Instruction, concentration in Curriculum Studies/Critical Pedagogies and Urban Teacher Education. As the College of Medicine runs the former and has collaborated with the College of Education in the development of the latter, these two programs have provided a conceptual basis for the new PhD in Health Professions Education program, which will similarly emphasize scholarship in health professions education. The goal of the new program is to prepare graduates to conduct original research, become faculty, and advance in their professions. As such, potential students may include MDs, clinicians, and non-clinical educators. The degree program will be an online program, housed in the Department of Medical Education. The program anticipates accepting up to two students each fall. At year 5, the program will reevaluate its enrollment, with the goal of increasing admissions numbers.
The degree requires 96 credit hours past the baccalaureate; the curriculum is designed with the assumption that most students will be awarded 32 credit hours of advanced standing upon admission from previously completed master’s degrees in related disciplines. Students must complete a minimum of 20 credit hours of traditional course credits, rather than independent study credits. Additional program components include a department qualifying examination, a preliminary examination, and a dissertation, as well as 4 to 8 credit hours in mentored, applied health professions education experiences.
The coursework component of the curriculum will emphasize the acquisition of domains of knowledge, rather than specific course requirements, in order to provide flexibility and accessibility. Disciplinary and interdisciplinary offerings within the program will include topics related to leadership/management; curriculum/pedagogy, program evaluation, and interprofessional education; assessment/measurement; health humanities and ethics; and diversity. 
The department’s current budget is sufficient to support the program, as the department faculty is already in place. Current staff, facilities, and library resources are adequate to implement and maintain the new degree program. 
The Board action recommended in this item complies in all material respects with applicable State and federal laws, University of Illinois Statutes, The General Rules Concerning University Organization and Procedure, and Board of Trustees policies and directives. 
The executive vice president and vice president for academic affairs
concurs with this recommendation. The University Senates Conference has indicated that no further senate jurisdiction is involved.

The president of the University of Illinois System recommends approval.
This action is subject to further review by the Illinois Board of Higher Education.
