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	Board Meeting
	March 19, 2026

REVISE UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS SYSTEM POLICY ON ACCEPTANCE OF TRANSFER CREDIT FOR UNDERGRADUATE ADMISSIONS


Action:	Revise University of Illinois System Policy on Acceptance of Transfer Credit for Undergraduate Admissions

Funding:	No new funding required


The University of Illinois System Policy on Acceptance of Transfer Credit for Undergraduate Admissions was most recently revised on January 19, 2017. Since then, the national accreditation landscape has changed in the following two ways: “regional” accrediting bodies are now classified as institutional accrediting agencies, and institutional accreditors must be recognized by the U.S. Department of Education but may opt whether to seek recognition from the Council for Higher Education Accreditation (CHEA). This requires adjustment of the current policy language pertaining to the CHEA recognition status of “regional accreditors,” which refers to regional accreditors instead of institutional accreditors and requires CHEA recognition. The language of the policy was also restructured for clarity. The modified policy was shared with and approved by the University of Illinois System Academic Affairs Policy Council and the Academic Affairs and Academic Programs Committee. 
	On, January 17, 2026 President Timothy L. Killeen approved an interim policy to allowthe University of Illinois System universities to update their catalogs to remain aligned with national accreditation terminology and practice when necessary while the standard review and approval processes outlined in the original policy proceed. Executive Vice President Jones shared the interim policy as an informational item to the University Senates Conference on January 20, 2026.
[bookmark: _Int_znnphvgs]	This action is requested to approve the permanent policy. The revisions correct the discrepancy described above and clarify language to align with current accreditation terminology and practice. It does not change the underlying standards for transfer credit or the intent of the policy to ensure that transfer work from institutions recognized by accrediting bodies is considered for credit. Transfer credit decisions made on or after July 1, 2020, that are consistent with this update should remain valid and considered compliant with University standards.
The Board action recommended in this item complies in all material respects with applicable State and federal laws, University of Illinois Statutes, The General Rules Concerning University Organization and Procedure, and Board of Trustees policies and directives.
The president of the University of Illinois System recommends approval.
