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	Board Meeting
	March 19, 2026


REAPPOINT MEMBERS TO THE ADVISORY BOARD,
DIVISION OF SPECIALIZED CARE FOR CHILDREN (DSCC) IN SPRINGFIELD, CHICAGO


Action:	Reappoint Members to the Advisory Board, Division of Specialized Care for Children (DSCC) in Springfield

Funding:	No new funding required


The Division of Specialized Care for Children (DSCC) is the Illinois Title V agency that provides care coordination for families and children with special healthcare needs and financial assistance for those who meet financial and medical eligibility requirements.
In 1957, the Illinois General Assembly created an advisory board for the DSCC to advise the administrators of the University of Illinois Chicago regarding DSCC. The Board of Trustees is charged with appointing members to this advisory board.
The chancellor, University of Illinois Chicago, and vice president, University of Illinois System, recommends the following reappointments to the DSCC Advisory Board for the term December 1, 2025, through November 30, 2028:
Erin Hickey, MD, is an assistant professor of medicine at the University of Illinois College of Medicine at Chicago and an attending physician in Internal Medicine and Pediatrics (Med-Peds) at UI Health, where she also serves as medical director of the Lifespan Disability Clinic. She completed Med-Peds residency at the University of Chicago, followed by fellowships in clinical ethics and academic leadership, and is board certified in both internal medicine and pediatrics. Dr. Hickey’s work focuses on improving healthcare for individuals with intellectual, developmental, and physical disabilities through clinical care, medical education, and research. She leads and teaches innovative curricula on disability medicine, ethics, and transition to adulthood; mentors medical trainees; and supervises inpatient resident teams. As principal investigator and co-investigator on multiple federally funded projects, including a $2.0 million HRSA grant, her research addresses disability-related health disparities, communication access, and gaps in care during transitions from pediatric to adult systems, with findings published in leading peer-reviewed journals and presented nationally.
Matthew Mischler, MD, FAAP, FACP, is a clinical professor of Internal Medicine and Pediatrics at the University of Illinois College of Medicine at Peoria and serves as program director of the Med-Peds Residency Program at UICOMP/OSF St. Francis Medical Center. A board-certified internist, pediatrician, and pediatric hospitalist, he is a nationally recognized educator and academic leader with nearly two decades of experience in undergraduate and graduate medical education. Dr. Mischler has held numerous institutional leadership roles, developed innovative curricula in high-value care, simulation, and virtual reality-enhanced education, and received multiple awards for excellence in teaching, mentorship, and humanism. His scholarly work spans medical education, patient safety, simulation, and pediatric hospital medicine, with publications in leading peer-reviewed journals and contributions to major medical education textbooks. He is deeply committed to advancing physician development, improving transitions of care, and enhancing outcomes for children and adults with complex medical needs through education, quality improvement, and interdisciplinary collaboration.
Kathy Denise Swafford, MD, is a board-certified pediatrician in general pediatrics and child abuse pediatrics with extensive clinical, academic, and leadership experience. She has served as medical director of the Children’s Medical and Mental Health Resource Network in Anna, IL, since 2009 and previously owned and practiced at Swafford Pediatrics for more than two decades. Dr. Swafford earned her MD from the Medical College of Georgia and completed her pediatric residency, chief residency, and fellowship in pediatric nephrology at the University of Texas Health Science Center at Houston. A licensed physician in Illinois and Missouri, she has held academic appointments at Southern Illinois University School of Medicine since 1987 and has provided long-standing leadership on state and regional boards addressing child abuse and neglect, immunization policy, emergency medical services for children, rural health, and maternal and child health. She is the recipient of multiple professional honors, including the Illinois Rural Health Association Rural Physician of Excellence Award, and is an active member of the American Medical Association, American Academy of Pediatrics, Association of Professionals Solving the Abuse of Children, and The Ray E. Helfer Society.

The Board action recommended in this item complies in all material respects with applicable State and federal laws, University of Illinois Statutes, The General Rules Concerning University Organization and Procedure, and Board of Trustees policies and directives.
The president of the University of Illinois System concurs.
