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	Board Meeting
	March 19, 2026


APPOINT DEAN, COLLEGE OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS AND EDUCATION, SPRINGFIELD


Action:	Appoint Dean, College of Public Affairs and Education

Funding:	State Appropriated Funds


The chancellor, University of Illinois Springfield, and vice president University of Illinois System, recommends the appointment of Dr. Gregg B. Johnson as Dean of the College of Public Affairs and Education. The position is on a twelve-month, 100 percent time academic professional appointment, renewable annually, at a total annual salary of $174,000. The appointment will begin on July 1, 2026. 
Dr. Johnson will also hold the rank of professor in the School of Politics and International Affairs, on indefinite tenure, on an academic year service basis, on zero percent time, non-salaried.
Dr. Johnson succeeds Dr. Miriam Wallace, who has served in the interim role since July 2025. Prior to his appointment as dean, Dr. Johnson served as dean of the College of Arts and Sciences at Valparaiso University. He holds a PhD in political science from the University of Arizona and has seven years of experience as a department chair. He has held faculty appointments since 2010 and has held the rank of professor since 2021. Dr. Johnson has been actively engaged in shared governance, serving as a member of the faculty senate and as vice chair of the executive committee. He brings senior leadership experience as a bilingual educator, with a demonstrated record of strategic innovation, disciplined execution, and effective risk management. His expertise includes budgeting, curriculum development, experiential learning, and student-centered initiatives.
This recommendation was forwarded from the chancellor, University of Illinois Springfield, and vice president, University of Illinois System, based on the advice of the search committee.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Robert Blankenberger, chair, professor, School of Public Management and Policy, College of Public Affairs and Education; Brandon Bolte, assistant professor, School of Politics and International Affairs, College of Public Affairs and Education; Ryan Bye, executive director strategy and partnerships, Student Affairs; Cecilia Cornell, vice provost and director of graduate education, Academic Affairs; Brooke Depenbusch, assistant professor of legal studies, College of Public Affairs and Education; Chrissy DeWerff, administrative assistant, College of Public Affairs and Education; Jae Sik Ha, associate professor, School of Communication and Media, College of Public Affairs and Education; Pamela Hoff, professor of education, College of Public Affairs and Education; Mark Morten, director of academic resources and business operations, Academic Affairs; Clarissa Richardson, assistant professor of psychology, College of Health, Science, and Technology; Sid Solomon, student
] 

The Board action recommended in this item complies in all material respects with applicable State and federal laws, University of Illinois Statutes, The General Rules Concerning University Organization and Procedure, and Board of Trustees policies and directives.
The executive vice president and vice president for academic affairs concurs.
The president of the University of Illinois System recommends approval. (A biographical sketch follows.)

DR. GREGG B. JOHNSON
Education
  University of Michigan, BA, 1993
  University of Arizona, MA, 1999; PhD, 2003

Professional and Other Experience
University of Buffalo, SUNY; 2003-10, assistant professor
Valparaiso University, IN, 2010-14, assistant professor; 2014-21, associate professor; 2015-22, Department Chair; 2020-22, vice chair, faculty senate; 2018-22, executive committee, faculty Senate; 2021-date, professor; 2022-24, interim dean, College of Arts and Science; 2024-date, dean, College of Arts and Science
