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Board Meeting
March 19, 2026


APPOINT ASSOCIATES TO THE CENTER FOR ADVANCED STUDY, URBANA


Action:	Appoint Associates to the Center for Advanced Study 

Funding:	State appropriated funds


Each year, the Center for Advanced Study awards appointments as associates in the Center for Advanced Study, providing one semester of release time for creative work. Associates are selected in an annual competition from the tenured faculty of all departments and colleges to carry out self-initiated programs of scholarly research or professional activity.
The chancellor, University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, and vice president, University of Illinois System, recommends Stephanie Hilger, Kohei Kishida, Xin Liu, Avital Livny, Leonard McKinnis, and Margaret Ng as associates selected for the 2026-2027 academic year. Brief descriptions of their projects follow.
STEPHANIE HILGER, professor and interim head, Germanic languages and literatures and comparative and world literature,
Bodies of Knowledge: Eighteenth-Century Medicine as a Humanistic Interdiscipline

Bodies of Knowledge seeks to denaturalize the present-day separation between the sciences and the humanities by recovering the interdisciplinary nature of eighteenth-century debates about the body. By discussing physician-writers, the role of women as producers and objects of medical knowledge, and the centrality of the bodies of racial others in eighteenth-century medicine, the book engages theories of embodiment and the intersectional identities of sex, race, and ability.

KOHEI KISHIDA, associate professor, philosophy,
A Programming Language Approach to Quantum Speed-Up

Quantum programming languages will be an indispensable element of scalable and practical quantum computing. Professor Kishida’s project aims to use a programming-language perspective to elucidate what makes possible the computational speed-up promised by quantum technologies. 

XIN LIU, professor, astronomy,
Physics-Informed Machine Learning for Weak Gravitational-Lensing Cosmology

This project will develop a physics-informed machine learning framework for weak gravitational-lensing cosmology, embedding fundamental symmetries directly into deep learning models. The work will provide a new approach to measure the subtle distortions of galaxies with high precision, laying the foundation for future discoveries with the Rubin Observatory’s Legacy Survey of Space and Time.

AVITAL LIVNY, associate professor, political science,
Count Us In: The Surprising Benefits of Ethnic Enumeration

The enumeration of ethnic groups in national censuses provides governments with the data they may need to target vulnerable populations, although members of enumerated groups may also take important symbolic meaning in being officially included in a national headcount and may be able to use the resulting data to advocate more effectively on their group’s behalf. Combining detailed case studies with extensive data on which, when, and how ethnic groups are enumerated. Professor Livny proposes to complete work on a book manuscript (Count Us In) that explores the many facets of ethnic enumeration politics and specifies the role of ethnic headcounts in discrimination and inclusion.

LEONARD MCKINNIS, associate professor, African American studies and religion,
Everyday Muslim: Material Religion and the Performance of Black Identity in the Nation of Islam

This project deepens our understanding of African American religious life in North America by centering the everyday experiences of believers in the Nation of Islam (NOI), a twentieth-century new religious movement. Drawing on ethnographic data, it highlights how spirituality is lived and Black identity performed in the daily practices of NOI adherents. 

MARGARET NG, associate professor, journalism,
Platform Migration: How Digital Nationalism and Mass User Exodus Rewire Public
Spheres

This proposal investigates how regulatory bans, algorithmic shifts, and geopolitical tensions drive platform migration, fueling digital nationalism and reshaping digital sovereignty in an increasingly fragmented society. 

The Board action recommended in this item complies in all material respects with applicable State and federal laws, University of Illinois Statutes, The General Rules Concerning University Organization and Procedure, and Board of Trustees policies and directives.
The president of the University of Illinois System recommends approval.

