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Board Meeting
March 19, 2026


APPOINT FELLOWS TO THE CENTER FOR ADVANCED STUDY, URBANA


Action:	Appoint Fellows to the Center for Advanced Study

Funding:	State appropriated funds; Private gift funds from the Beckman Endowment


[bookmark: _Hlk159576045]		Each year the Center for Advanced Study awards appointments as fellows in the Center for Advanced Study, providing one semester of release time for creative work. Fellows are selected in an annual competition from the untenured faculty of all departments and colleges to carry out self-initiated programs of scholarly research or professional activity.
[bookmark: _Hlk159576079]		The chancellor, University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, and vice president, University of Illinois System, recommends Christopher Kempf, Benedek Kurdi, Carlos Ramirez, JooYoung Seo, and Fan Yang as fellows selected for the 2026-2027 academic year. Brief descriptions of their projects follow.
CHRISTOPHER KEMPF, assistant professor, English, 
THE ECONOMY

THE ECONOMY is a collection of poems centered on the 2008 subprime-mortgage crisis, and which examines across nine long-poems a set of economic assumptions and financial instruments ranging from free markets and mortgage tranches to corporate downsizing and securitization. Against the aspiration to abstraction in such economies, which flout geopolitical space, and which operate independent of underlying assets, THE ECONOMY materializes their effects in the real world, on the local and logistical, the intimate, and infrastructural.

BENEDEK KURDI,[footnoteRef:1] assistant professor, psychology,  [1:  This faculty member has been recommended for appointment as a Beckman Fellow in the Center for Advanced Study, named for the donor of a gift that permits additional recognition for outstanding younger faculty who have already made distinctive scholarly contributions to their respective fields.] 

The Role of Epistemic Agency in Belief Updating
This project examines how epistemic agency (the freedom to choose what information to engage with and how) influences whether and how humans update their beliefs. The results will not only provide novel insight into the cognitive mechanisms of belief acquisition and change but also inform the key translational endeavor of fostering cooperation across ideological and other group boundaries. 

CARLOS RAMIREZ, assistant professor, music, 
Sound and Power in Puerto Rico

Sound and Power in Puerto Rico places sound (music, speech, and soundscapes) at the center of Puerto Rican history. Through case studies spanning five centuries, from Taíno ritual instruments to Cold War tourism and the call of the coquí frog, the book shows how sound has shaped colonial power, resistance, and identity.

JOOYOUNG SEO,1 assistant professor, Information Sciences,
Bridging Visual and Nonvisual Data Insights through AI-Powered Multimodal Data Representations

The project addresses the data-visualization divide between sighted and blind people across academia (researchers, teachers, and students alike). Grounded in the PI’s personal and professional experience as a blind data scientist, the project will develop and disseminate an AI system that generates accessible multimodal data representations (visual plots, tactile shapes, readable text, auditory sonification, and interactive chat) from natural-language prompts.

FAN YANG,1 assistant professor, social work,
AI-Guided Simulation of User Acceptance for Culturally Responsive Parkinson Care Intervention 

This project advances Parkinson CareLoop, a human-centered intervention that links accurate wearable sensing with equitable, low-burden care workflows and uses AI-guided simulation to optimize user acceptance and cultural responsiveness. Building on a bio-inspired device, the study integrates robotic-arm datasets with multi-agent AI simulations of patients, caregivers, and clinic staff to create a ready-to-use intervention that improves early detection, continuous monitoring, and sustained engagement for individuals with Parkinson’s disease.

AMANDA YOUNG,1 assistant professor, mathematics,
Establishing Rigorous Foundations for Quantum Phases of Matter

Professor Young will spend Fall 2026 participating in the Mathematics of Many-Body Entanglement Program at the Isaac Newton Institute for Mathematical Sciences in Cambridge. Here, she will participate in new collaborations with fellow mathematicians, physicists, and computer scientists to further the theoretical underpinnings of entangled states of quantum matter.

The Board action recommended in this item complies in all material respects with applicable State and federal laws, University of Illinois Statutes, The General Rules Concerning University Organization and Procedure, and Board of Trustees policies and directives.
The president of the University of Illinois System recommends approval.

