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	Board Meeting
	March 19, 2026


AWARD HONORARY DEGREE, CHICAGO


Action:	Award Honorary Degree

Funding:	No New Funding Required


The University of Illinois Chicago Senate recommends that an honorary degree be conferred on the following person at the May 8, 2026, College of Medicine Commencement ceremony. The chancellor, University of Illinois Chicago, and vice president, University of Illinois System, recommends approval of this nomination. 
BRUNO PASQUINELLI–the honorary degree of Doctor of Humane Letters
Mr. Pasquinelli was born in Chicago’s historic Little Italy and comes from a family deeply rooted in the community surrounding the University of Illinois Chicago for more than 80 years. Alongside his brother, he co-founded Pasquinelli Construction Company, which grew into one of the nation’s largest homebuilding enterprises, operating across nine states and more than 120 developments. Over the past two decades, he has been a steadfast advocate for the University of Illinois Chicago, championing its mission and supporting its continued growth and impact.

Mr. Pasquinelli’s philanthropic leadership has been transformational, with contributions exceeding $16.0 million to UI Health, the College of Medicine, the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, the College of Business Administration, and the Honors College. His generosity has had particular impact in advancing health equity, medical education, and the quality of clinical care.

Beyond his personal giving, Mr. Pasquinelli has played a vital role in strengthening institutional advancement and community engagement. He has encouraged major philanthropic partnerships, including support for the Walter Payton Liver Center, and has introduced prominent civic leaders to the university and its mission. His vision also led to the establishment of a dedicated robotic surgery training space that evolved into the Surgical and Interventional Training Center, opened in 2020. Mr. Pasquinelli also endowed the Enrico Benedetti Chair in Transplant Surgery to advance excellence in transplant care and education.

In 2022, Mr. Pasquinelli and his wife provided funding to help establish the Bruno and Sallie Pasquinelli Outpatient Surgery Center, providing state-of-the-art facilities that expand access to high-quality care and enhance the patient experience while supporting physicians and clinical innovation. Collectively, his contributions reflect a sustained commitment to health equity, innovation in medicine, and educational excellence aligned with the mission of the University of Illinois Chicago.

Mr. Pasquinelli’s nomination was recommended through the established shared governance process, including review by the University Senate and its committees, and advanced to the chancellor for consideration and transmittal to the president and Board of Trustees.
The Board action recommended in this item complies in all material respects with applicable State and federal laws, University of Illinois Statutes, The General Rules Concerning University Organization and Procedure, and Board of Trustees policies and directives.
The executive vice president and vice president for academic affairs concurs with this recommendation. 
The president of the University of Illinois System recommends approval.
