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ESTABLISH THE BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN PUBLIC HEALTH, COLLEGE OF APPLIED HEALTH SCIENCES, URBANA


Action:	Establish the Bachelor of Science in Public Health, College of Applied Health Sciences

Funding:	No new funding required


[bookmark: _Hlk159577751]The chancellor, University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, and vice president, University of Illinois System, with the advice of the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign Senate recommends approval of a proposal from the College of Applied Health Sciences to establish the Bachelor of Science in Public Health (BS in Public Health).
The establishment of this major is part of a larger initiative in the Department of Health and Kinesiology to revise the curriculum in community/public health. Public health is essential for improving the quality of life in various communities, both locally and globally. The importance of public health professionals was readily apparent during the recent pandemic, as experts contributed to informing the public about best practices for preventing disease and contributed to emergency health policies. The proposed BS in Public Health will train students to fulfill these important roles in society, particularly at a time when job opportunities are expected to grow faster when compared to other occupations. Graduates will be prepared for diverse careers within the public health sector, including roles as health educators, outreach coordinators, healthcare administrators, health policy analysts, health program managers, epidemiologists, community health coordinators, emergency response coordinators, and preparedness and compliance specialists.
While the existing Bachelor of Science in Community Health (BS in Community Health) fully prepares students for a successful career in public health, the title is not clearly recognized by prospective students. Because potential employers may not fully recognize the breadth and depth of skills and knowledge community health students possess, the title can hinder current students in securing internship sites during their senior year and when seeking post-graduate employment within the broader field of public health. Public health spans government, business, and nonprofit sectors, covering a broad range of health domains, such as epidemiology, health policy, health administration, health education, and community health. As a subarea of public health, community health may be perceived as limited even among health professions and organizations. This perception can limit potential for collaborations in teaching, research, and outreach. During faculty searches, the program’s name has caused confusion among candidates considering teaching in the Department of Health and Kinesiology, which can impact the department’s ability to attract and retain high-quality faculty. Additionally, the BS in Public Health is the most common program name, including among peer institutions.
Strategic planning and curriculum review exercises in the department conducted from 2020 to 2022 provide overwhelming support for establishment of a public health major and elimination via phasedown of the existing community health major. This sentiment is reflected in faculty discussions and survey results from current students and alumni. 
Proposing a new program in public health and eliminating the existing one in community health is sought rather than revising the community health curriculum. In addition to the new name of the major, a new Classification of Instructional Programs code is sought for the BS in Public Health, new concentrations are being proposed, the hours that comprise the core of the major are being slightly increased with the hours comprising the concentrations decreased, and the curriculum is being updated to reflect current offerings.
Companion report items request establishment of concentrations in Community Health Practice, Epidemiology, Health Administration and Policy, and Health Education & Promotion for the proposed BS in Public Health. A companion action item seeks elimination via phasedown of the existing BS in Community Health. The concentrations tied to the major in Community Health (Health Education, Health Planning & Administration, and Rehabilitation & Disability Studies) are included in companion report items requesting elimination via phasedown. All current BS in Community Health students may complete the existing program in which they are enrolled or may switch to the new program in public health when it becomes available.
No impact on faculty, staff, facilities, or equipment is anticipated because the existing BS in Community Health, is to be replaced with a new BS in Public Health. All the courses included in the proposed major are already being taught. There are no significant changes anticipated to class size, teaching loads, and/or student-faculty ratios.
The Board action recommended in this item complies in all material respects with applicable State and federal laws, University of Illinois Statutes, The General Rules Concerning University Organization and Procedure, and Board of Trustees policies and directives.
The executive vice president and vice president for academic affairs concurs with this recommendation. The University Senates Conference has indicated that no further senate jurisdiction is involved.
The president of the University of Illinois System recommends approval. This action is subject to further review by the Illinois Board of Higher Education.


