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Board Meeting
March 19, 2026


ESTABLISH THE BACHELOR OF APPLIED SCIENCE IN ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY, COLLEGE OF HEALTH, SCIENCE, AND TECHNOLOGY, SPRINGFIELD


Action:	Establish the Bachelor of Applied Science in Engineering Technology, College of Health, Science, and Technology

Funding:	No new funding required


The chancellor, University of Illinois Springfield, and vice president, University of Illinois System, with the advice of the University of Illinois Springfield Senate and the College of Health, Science and Technology, recommends approval of a proposal to establish the Bachelor of Applied Science in Engineering Technology.
The Bachelor of Applied Science in Engineering Technology (BAS-ET) will prepare graduates to bridge the gap between foundational engineering theory and hands-on technical application. The program is designed to meet the growing regional and state demand for skilled engineering technologists who can integrate knowledge across multiple disciplines to solve complex problems and drive industrial innovation.
The proposed BAS-ET was developed in response to the growing need across Illinois and the nation for professionals who combine foundational engineering knowledge with practical, hands-on technical skills. It combines classroom instruction, laboratory experiences, and industry-integrated projects to cultivate adaptable professionals capable of operating within diverse engineering environments. Students gain both broad technical proficiency and practical skills through interdisciplinary coursework, collaborative projects, and work-based learning.
Aligned with the standards of the ABET Engineering Technology Accreditation Commission (ETAC), the BAS-ET emphasizes applied, project-based learning and workforce readiness rather than professional licensure as a Professional Engineer (PE). The program supports students entering or advancing in fields such as automation, manufacturing, systems management, and emerging technologies. The objectives of the degree include integrating engineering principles with applied laboratory and design experience, preparing students to pivot as technologies evolve through interdisciplinary and problem-based coursework, developing project management and entrepreneurial competencies for leadership in technical environments.
The 120-hour degree program will be offered face-to-face, online, and in blended formats. This multimodal design allows learners to complete coursework while maintaining employment and family responsibilities. With its flexibility, the degree is expected to be of interest to traditional students, transfer students, and working professionals.
The BAS-ET will be initially offered in the College of Health, Science, and Technology with the intent to house it in a newly established School of Engineering, within the college, once approval for that unit is obtained. Administrative support will be provided by the college. A director, three new faculty, a coordinator, and an advisor will be hired. The University of Illinois System will provide a repayable advance to support year 0 and year 1 startup costs as estimated in the business model. The director will oversee the BAS-ET and accreditation preparation, as well as three new full-time faculty members to teach foundational courses. University of Illinois Springfield has existing infrastructure to support the initial areas of focus. Renovation that is needed to house the expanded program will be addressed in the School of Engineering proposal that is forthcoming. Although initial program startup funding is required for expenses, such as laboratory equipment and software licenses, these are moderate and scalable. 
	The Board action recommended in this item complies in all material respects with applicable State and federal laws, University of Illinois Statutes, The General Rules Concerning University Organization and Procedure, and Board of Trustees policies and directives. 
	The executive vice president and vice president for academic affairs concurs with this recommendation. The University Senates Conference has indicated that no further senate jurisdiction is involved. 
The president of the University of Illinois System recommends approval. This action is subject to further review by the Illinois Board of Higher Education.
