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RENAME AND REVISE THE BACHELOR OF ARTS IN PUBLIC HEALTH, SCHOOL OF PUBLIC HEALTH, CHICAGO
Action:
Rename and Revise the Bachelor of Arts in Public Health, School of Public Health
Funding:
No new funding required
The chancellor, University of Illinois Chicago, and vice president, University of Illinois System, with the advice of the University of Illinois Chicago Senate and School of Public Health, recommends the renaming and revision of the Bachelor of Arts in Public Health. The degree will be renamed as the Bachelor of Arts in Public Health Practice. 


The School of Public Health offers both Bachelor of Arts (BA) and Bachelor of Science (BS) degrees in public health. Both degrees require a total of 120 credit hours, including the same four pre-public health courses and the same 13 core public health courses. The major distinction between the two programs is that the BA degree requires 18 credit hours of selective courses in the social and behavioral sciences and the BS degree requires 18 credit hours of selective courses in bench, lab, and applied sciences. Currently, first-year students are admitted to the pre-major until they reach 60 credit hours, complete prerequisite coursework, and apply to either the BA or BS. Students then move through their final two years as a cohort.


Feedback from students, alumni, and faculty has identified redundancy in coursework, a lack of engagement with public health disciplines beyond a community health context, challenges with the scheduling and structure of the cohort model, and limited differentiation between the two degrees. There is also student interest in being able to take degree coursework over a full four years. 


Given this feedback, both the BA and BS degrees are being renamed and revised. This action specifically seeks to rename the BA in Public Health as the BA in Public Health Practice consistent with other Council on Education for Public Health (CEPH)-accredited schools that offer both BA and BS degrees. The change in name clarifies the different foci of the two programs. Subsequently, students will be directly admitted into the BA degree, and the strict cohort model of degree progression will end. Students will have opportunities for building community and workforce preparation with new credit-bearing public health seminars in the first three years of the program. The revised curriculum: (1) consolidates and reorganizes some coursework; (2) eliminates the foreign language requirement; (3) requires fieldwork or other experiential learning component; and (4) clarifies that 9 selective credit hours should fulfill one of the following objectives: coursework toward a minor, foreign language or language-area courses, pre-medicine/pre-professional studies, a specific public health disciplinary focus, progression into the joint BA/Master of Public Health program, or other focus area chosen in consultation with an advisor. 
The Board action recommended in this item complies in all material 

respects with applicable State and federal laws, University of Illinois Statutes, The 

General Rules Concerning University Organization and Procedure, and Board of 

Trustees policies and directives. 
The executive vice president and vice president for academic affairs
concurs with this recommendation. The University Senates Conference has indicated that no further senate jurisdiction is involved.

The president of the University of Illinois System recommends approval.

This action is subject to further review by the Illinois Board of Higher Education.
