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	Board Meeting  
 	March 19, 2026
 
 
ROLL CALL

EMPLOY ARCHITECT/ENGINEER FOR THOMAS M. SIEBEL CENTER FOR COMPUTER SCIENCE ADDITION, URBANA
(Capital Development Board Project)
 
 
Action: 	Employ Architect/Engineer for Thomas M. Siebel Center for Computer Science Addition
 
Funding: 	Institutional Funds Operating Budget, Gift Funds, and State Capital Appropriations 


[bookmark: _Hlk210137033]	In November 2025, the Board of Trustees approved the Thomas M. Siebel Center for Computer Science Addition project, with a preliminary estimated budget of $78.0 million. The Grainger College of Engineering, through a recent feasibility study, identified the need for a new facility to serve as a hub for research, innovation, and scholarship in next-generation computing technologies. The project for the Thomas M. Siebel Center for Computer Science Addition will provide additional space for the Siebel School of Computing and Data Science, supporting the university’s teaching, research, and service missions by enabling the hiring of additional faculty, graduate students, and support staff. The facility will support research in exascale computing, artificial intelligence (AI) innovation, data science, machine learning, hybrid cloud technology, quantum information science and technology, human-computer interaction, digital manufacturing, and industry-university collaborations that can drive economic development for the university and the State of Illinois. 
	For the project to proceed, employing an architect/engineer for the required professional services is necessary. The selection of the architect/engineer for this project was in accordance with the requirements and provisions of Public Act 87-673 (Architectural, Engineering, and Land Surveying Qualifications-Based Selection Act).[footnoteRef:1] Pursuant to 20 ILCS 3105/12, architect selections on projects with State appropriated funds must be approved by both the Capital Development Board and the Board of Trustees. [1: 	A selection committee consisting of Brent Lance (Capital Development Board), Tyler D. McKay (Capital Development Board), Scott Satterlee (Capital Development Board), Jesse Martinez (Capital Development Board), Greg Swanson (Capital Development Board), Abel Vera Iglesias (Facilities and Services, UIUC), and Qu Kim (The Grainger College of Engineering, UIUC) evaluated and interviewed the following firms: LMN Architects, LLP, IL; Booth Hansen, Ltd., IL; HDR Architecture, Inc., IL; and Bohlin Cywinski Jackson, PA. The selection committee recommends HDR Architecture, Inc., IL, as best meeting the criteria for the project and the needs of the university.] 

	Accordingly, the chancellor, University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, and vice president, University of Illinois System, with the concurrence of the appropriate administrative officers, recommends that the Board of Trustees request the Capital Development Board employ HDR Architecture, Inc. for the professional services required for this project. The Capital Development Board will negotiate the professional fees for the firm employed in accordance with its procedures.


The Board action recommended in this item complies in all material respects with applicable State and federal laws, University of Illinois Statutes, The General Rules Concerning University Organization and Procedure, and Board of Trustees policies and directives. 
Funds for this project are available from the institutional funds operating budget of the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, gift funds, and State capital appropriations. 
	The president of the University of Illinois System concurs. 
